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Parenting Is Not
About Raising
Well-Behaved Kids
By Todd Friel
Christian children are never naughty.

transaction can take place.
The next time you hear screaming in
the other room, before you shout, "Knock
it off, or I will give you something to
scream about," remember, they are not
being naughty; they are sinning. In other
words, your parenting is no longer about
conformity to your rules, it is about
rescuing your child from the wrath of God.
This is earnest business.

Yes, you read that right.
Christian children are never naughty;
Christian children commit sins. Labeling
your child's behavior biblically will change
the way you engage with your child when
there is a ruckus in your home.
When you think your child is simply
being a brat, it is easy to scowl, yell, or even
hit. But when you remember that your
child's conduct is a sin against God, you no
longer see bad behavior as something that
must be curbed. You will now see your
interaction with your child as a rescue
mission.
When your children sin, they do not
need to be yelled at. They need to be taken
to the cross where a sin/forgiveness
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Typically, you want your kids to stop
being naughty for the following reasons:
- They are getting up your nose.
- You just want some peace and quiet.
- You want to do something, and they
thwart your goals.
- You are worried about being embarrassed
in public by their bad behavior.
If you begin to see your children as
image-bearing sinners who need the gospel
applied to their totally depraved hearts, then
you will respond to your children's
naughtiness differently.
Instead of getting angry, you will be
concerned for their spiritual well-being.
- Your desire for peace and quiet will be
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overwhelmed by the desire to help your
child understand God's grace better.
- You will put your earthly desire behind
your heavenly desire to see your child
spend eternity with Jesus.
- Your embarrassment will diminish
because you are on a rescue mission for
your child's very soul. Who cares what
the servants think when you are on a
mission from the King?
Parenting with salvation in view forever changes the way you treat your child.
Think of the amazing impact this will have
on your little reprobate sinner:
- They will stop saying, "Yes, Ma'am," and
then do the very thing you commanded
them not to do the second they are out
of your sight.
- They will obey the omnipresent God who
never loses sight of them.
- They will no longer see your unrighteous
anger and have a servile fear of you.
- They will not think that God is a simmering pot, ready to boil over.
On the other hand:
- They will see the gospel in action.
- They will understand the earnestness of
salvation.
- They will see that you have been affected
by God's grace.
- They will see you as a loving
representative of your loving God.
Is this approach to parenting easy?
No way; it demands much of us. It is one
thing to talk about the gospel; it is another
thing to live the gospel.
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It is one thing to teach your child the
gospel; it is another thing to show them the
gospel.
It is one thing to sing about the
gospel; it is another thing to put the power
of the gospel to work in your life and
home.
Hard? Yes. Worth it? Absolutely. And
here is a bonus for you. If you start learning
how to think "gospel" when you parent,
God will sanctify you as you focus on your
child's justification. You will stop being
angry, disgusted, frustrated, annoyed, snarly,
and mean. That is a hefty bonus.
Danger, danger
God has not instructed us to disciple
our children so we can have well-behaved
kids. God wants to do far more than that in
your home. God wants to change children,
and He wants to change you.
Your home can be one of two places:
It can be an endurance marathon with
much anger, frustration, and fighting, or it
can be a school of character. God wants the
latter, not the former.
God wants you to love and appreciate
Him to the point where you cannot help
but parent with your eye on salvation. The
only way that can happen is to first focus
on your own salvation.
If you simply adopt these words as
your latest parenting strategy, then you will
have missed the point. You will have missed
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not just what God wants to reveal to your
child, but what He wants to do for you. Do
not read all of the scenarios in this book
and think, "That's it! I will memorize those
speeches and start preaching them to my
kids every time they are naughty." Don't do
that.
There are as many parenting scenarios
as there are children. You can't give a
memorized speech to your child when they
sin in their own special way. This is not
about parroting another parent. This is
about genuinely speaking truth to your
child in an effort to help them understand
the Savior who has so affected and changed
you.
God does not want the gospel to be
used simply as the latest 1-2-3 timeout! God
wants the gospel to affect radical change in
everyone in the home, starting with you,
Mom and Dad.
- Remember what God has done for you.
- Remember how He bled and died for you.
- Remember how He rose from the grave
for you.
- Remember how He has provided every
temporal blessing for you.
Then approach each combustible
situation with one thought: "When I am
done, I want my child to love and fear the
Lord the same way I do."
Excerpted from Reset for Parents. Copyright ©
2017 by Todd Friel. Used with permission
of New Leaf Press.
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National Evangelism
Team 2018
August 6th is the date the team is planning to assemble here at our church building. They will begin training and packing up
as they plan to head out the next day to
travel to their ministry focus in Vermont.
Along the way they will stop at the North
Buffalo Grace Brethren Church for three
more days of training and preparation.
While there, they will also participate in the
Wednesday evening service.
On Friday August 10th, they will depart
for Morrisville Vermont, where they will
spend 5 days reaching out to the community. They will be inviting people to a community event for the purpose of sharing the
Gospel. Be praying that each team member
will have the opportunity to share the gospel with someone, either at their doorstep,
or at one of the events they will be hosting.
After completing their ministry focus in
Morrisville, they will travel to the Irasburg
Grace Brethren Church. For four days they
will assist the church in reaching out to
their community. Pray that God will work
in hearts.
Please pray that God will go ahead of
the team and prepare the hearts of each
person that God will bring across their
path. Pray for safety as they travel many
miles. And finally pray that God’s Spirit
would accomplish His work in each team
member’s heart.
Be sure to pick up a prayer card from the
table in the lobby to remind you to pray for
the team as they serve the Lord on NET.
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Kids’ Answers to Test Questions:
Question: Name 6 animals which live specifically in the Arctic.
Answer: Two Polar Bears and Four Seals
Question: What ended in 1896?
Answer: 1895
Question: Where was the Declaration of
Independence signed?
Answer: At the Bottom
Question: Miranda can’t see anything when
she looks down her microscope. Suggest
one reason why not.
Answer: Because she is blind.
Question: Why are there rings on Saturn?
Answer: Because God liked it, so he put a
ring on it.
Question: Imagine that you lived at the
same time as Abraham Lincoln. What
would you say to him or ask him?
Answer: I’d tell him not to go to a play
theatre.
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A pair of twins were separated at birth
and given up for international adoption. One
family, who was from Egypt, adopted one of
the boys, and they decided to name him
Jamal.
The second boy was adopted by a family from Spain, and without a second thought,
named the boy, Juan.
Years went by, neither boy knowing, or
even guessing that they were a twin.
Finally, Juan figures out that he has a
twin, whose name is Jamal, and he is living in
Egypt. Juan is so excited, that he mails out
invitations to all his extended family and
friends, including Jamal, and invites them all
to a celebration where the brothers will meet
for the first time.
The day has come, the room is full, and
the time for the party has come, and the
family and friends of Juan can’t wait to
finally get to see Jamal for the first time.
However, the party comes, and still no
Jamal, the party happens, no Jamal. The party
is just about over, still no Jamal.
People are frustrated that they came all
this way to see Jamal and he doesn't even
show up.
One of the relatives, trying to look on
the bright side said, “Well, look at this way.
Jamal is Juan’s twin, so if you’ve seen Juan,
you’ve seen Jamal.”
**********************

Question: What did you learn about Earth
Day that you didn’t already know? In what
situation might this new information be
useful?
Answer: I did not know earth day was April
22. It might be useful in a trivia game.

A guy calls the fire department and yells
excitedly: “You have to come, now, there’s a
fire!”
“OK sir, but please tell us how do we
get to you.”
The man asks, puzzled: “What, you
don’t have them big red trucks anymore?”
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