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How Skipping Church
Affects Our Children

In a Q&A, Carl Trueman was asked about why
churches today are losing their young people.
Typical answers to this question range from things
like the temptations of this world or the
irrelevance of the church—your typical answers.
But Trueman makes a keen and convicting
connection between our parenting and apostasy.

“The church is losing its young people because
the parents never taught their children that it was
important. I think that applies across the board.
It applies to family worship, and it also applies to
whether you are in church every Sunday and what
priority you demonstrate to your children church
has on a Sunday. If the sun shines out and their
triends are going to the beach, do you decide to
skip church and go to the beach? In which case,
you send signals to your children that it is not
important.” (Carl Trueman)

Now we know that artificially taking your kids
to church neither bestows salvation nor
guarantees it. God is obviously not honored by
external religious acts without heart worship.

This type of legalism is not the subject of this
discussion. This is about parenting and the weight
of the responsibility behind how they prioritize
their time and lifestyle choices for their families.
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Parents makes choices all the time for their
families. As they decide on what takes priority in
tamily, every choice is carefully observed and
taken into the heart of their children. Yes, they
are watching you, and they are learning from you.

Maybe the reason why our children have no
love for Christ is due to the fact that we as parents
do not show any love or passion for Christ,
evidenced by how we prioritize our time both on
Sundays and during the week. When television,
sports, school, hobbies even family itself are
elevated to a place of idolatry and replace the vital
Christian responsibilities, then we tell our children
that Christ is secondary to all these things. We tell
our children that it is not necessary to take up
your cross and die to yourself daily in order to
follow Christ. We tell them that you only have to
live for Christ when it’s convenient for you.

We tell them it is okay to sacrifice time with
all-satisfying Savior if something “more fun” or
“more important” comes along (sarcasm indicated
by quotation marks if you didn’t catch that).

And this sounds like a clear path to apostasy if
you ask me.

Let’s evaluate where our hearts are by
observing are choices. Do you prioritize the local
church? Do you prioritize the worship of Christ
in your home and on Sundays? Do you prioritize
serving Him and worshiping Him in the contexts
of school and work? This doesn’t mean that you
can’t ever miss a Sunday or that you can’t have any

extracurricular activities. =
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Instead, it is a sobering reminder that we
shouldn’t put the things of God at the bottom of
the priority list, because it tells our children that
Christ is at the bottom of our priority list. And
the God of this universe does not belong there.

My prayer is that we all would improve in this
area. But beware, maybe we don’t see this because
Christ isn’t a priority in our lives. And if He isnt a
priority in our lives, then our children will know
and follow suit.
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NET “16 Highlights

Abhy Pearson - Peru GBGC

On NET, I had many memorable experiences,
one of which was door-to-door. Almost every
day that we went out, my partner and I had at
least one good conversation (On a couple days
there were as many as 6!). One of the more
memorable conversations happened in Peru, Indi-
ana. Josh Miller and I approached a man sitting
on a porch listening to music. We walked up and
invited him to the programs at the church, and
then Josh started to go through "The Way Of
The Master" with him. Soon after Josh started
talking, the man received a phone call, but tells us
that we can come back later. As we are walking

away, we hear the man ask the person he was on
the phone with if they sent "these Christians" to
his house. After visiting a couple more houses,
we went back to the man's house and knocked on
the door. He then invited us inside. In all honesty,
I was a bit frightened. In my mind, I kept telling
myself that I was with Josh, he knew what he was
doing, and he had given a lecture to the guys
about not letting the girls die without them dying
first. So I was pretty sure we were fine....but I still
prayed pretty hard about it! We went in and had a
45 minute conversation with the man about things
of eternity. Though the man did not make a sal-
vation decision then, he seemed very convicted of
the sin in his life and was concerned about his
eternal destination. There are so many more
door-to-door stories I could share. It really im-
pacted me to see that even though sometimes I
teel awkward or frightened while giving the gos-
pel, seeds will still be planted. Looking back, I see
that I have been very lazy in fulfilling the great
commission. NET this year has really spurred me
on to share the gospel with those I come in con-
tact with.

This year, there were only 4 single girls on the
team (with 6 females total). I thought it would be
a little weird with so few of us, but it turned out
to be a major blessing! I knew all the girls prior to
the trip and we were able to grow so much closer.
While in Mt. Vernon, all the girls were in one
house, and we had such a blast bonding when we
got home at night! All the friendships I made
while on the team will be lasting! 1 am so amazed
that God can bring a group of 20 people together

to serve Him!

Johnathan Steiner - Orrville GBC
Three highlights for me this year would be

team devotions, prayer partners, and host homes.
For this year’s devotions we looked at the life of
Abraham. And it amazed me (just like it did last
year) that all of us could look at the same passage
and draw many different applications. Team de-
votions always got our day started off with the
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correct focus in mind, that God is with us. And
as Abraham’s example showed us, each day we
need to have faith in His plan.

Prayer time with my prayer partner was a spe-
cial time for me. Being able to pray for everything
on our hearts, sharing requests with each other,
and just coming humbly together to God’s throne
was a very special time for me. Most days we
weren’t rushed, so to just pray together during
that time was not only very important, but also an
encouragement to me, to pray with another
brother in Christ.

Host homes was another highlight again for
me this year. Spending time talking with our host
parents was very enjoyable. I remember one night
that we had supper at our host home we spent
tfour hours around the table, talking about vaca-
tions, home remodeling, ministry involvement,
and anything and everything in between.

Our time while we were in Mt. Vernon was
quite different. There was never a dull moment,
since we had twelve guys staying in the same
house. While there wasn’t much quiet time there,
there were good conversations, either with all the
guys, or with just a few. Being able to share and
learn with the other guys was a great encourage-
ment to me.

Gabriel Miller - Alhany GBGC

It's hard to pick just a few memorable experi-
ences; the whole two weeks was very memorable
to me. Going canvassing was a great experience
for me. I expected that I would be very nervous
about going up to people's doors but surprisingly,
I wasn't. I was able to have a few good conversa-
tions and I gained valuable experience. I have
taken The Way of the Master video series before
but it has been a little while and it was very good
to review and practice what I learned.

Another part of NET I thoroughly enjoyed
was just singing with the other guys in the bass

section. It was a blast to sing with the team and
be encouraged and challenged by the songs. 1
knew the melody of most of the songs already
but I didn't know the bass parts to them which
was fun to learn. The salvation decisions, the
football games, the late-night talks, the training
time at Peru; I could go on and on, there are so
many memories from my first trip.

Joshua Steiner - Orrville GBC

One of the highlights for me was watching
and observing the young guys step up and fulfill
roles and tasks that stretched them a little bit. We
had five new members this year and they all did
outstanding, It was so neat to see God working in
their lives; stretching them in many different ways.
Another highlight for me was getting to work
with Pastor Del, Pastor Philip, and Josh. I am con-
vinced that I could not have led the team without
them. They did an outstanding job assisting me
and taking care of so many different things. We
met together each morning to discuss the plans
tor the day and how we were going to carry them
all out. We also reviewed the day before and tried
to learn from the things that didn’t work as well. I
am so thankful for how God used those guys in
my life this trip.

The personal impact on me was “humbling,” It
was humbling for me to see that a good leader
does not lead alone. He needs other men around
him who can help him and advice him. I was also
humbled to know that I cannot change anybody.
It is only God’s Spirit working in a person’s heart
that causes any lasting change. That is also what
God spoke to me most out of the trip, was my
desperate need to be dependent on Him at all
times for all things. God also spoke to me
through one of the songs that we sang, entitled
“Yes, I Believe.” It was a testimony to the fact that
if we do believe we need to be faithful to the end
and live it out.

You can see videos and pictures from the 2016 NET trip at
www.facehook.com/NationalEvangelismTeam
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Reverend Sidney Laing of Dublin, Ireland, got
tired of listening to the same old excuses from
people who don't attend church. He wrote the
following item, titled "Ten Reasons Why I Never
Wash," for his church bulletin:

- I was made to wash as a child.

- People who wash are hypocrites. They reckon
they are cleaner than other people.

- There are so many different kinds of soap, I
could never decide which one was right.

- I used to wash, but it got boring, so I stopped.

- I still wash on special occasions, like Easter and
Christmas.

- None of my friends wash.

- I'm still young. When I'm older and have gotten
a bit dirtier I might start washing,

- I really don't have time.

- The bathroom is never warm enough.

- People who make soap are only after your
money.

At Sunday School they were teaching how God
created everything, including human beings. Little
Johnny seemed especially intent when they told
him how Eve was created out of one of Adam's
ribs. Later in the week his mother noticed him ly-
ing down as though he were ill, and said, "Johnny,
what is the matter?"

Little Johnny responded, "I have pain in my side. I
think I'm going to have a wife."

A boy was watching his father, a pastor, write a
sermon.

"How do you know what to say?" he asked.
"Why, God tells me."

"Oh, then why do you keep crossing things out?"

There is the story of a preacher who got up one
Sunday and announced to his congregation: "I
have good news and bad news. The good news is,
we have enough money to pay for our new build-
ing program. The bad news is, it's still out there in
your pockets."

HOW COME THE WAITRESS GETS 15Z AND GOD
ONLY GETS 1027

PARDONED

WHY ARE YOU
STILL HERE ¥
THE HE DID! BUT
SOME OF THEM

LEAVE !

A Joyful ‘toon by Mike Waters

He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the written code,
with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed
to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. — Coi. 2:13-14 uiv

Next Herald - Please submit any contributions by October 2, 2016. You may e-mail them or place them in the Office mailbox.



