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The Vision of the Sins of the Rulers of
Jerusalem

(Ezekiel 11— 14)

Thechaperschoserfor our subjectareplainly instructiveandcarrywordsparticularly
perinentto theagein whichwelive. YetEzekielis aprophey avoidedby all too many
of God’s peoplewho feel thesevisionsandthesepropheciesarebeyondthem. We do
well to rememberRomans15:4, ‘Whatsoe&er things were written aforeime were
writtenfor our learning.. Herearewordswe oughtto keepin mind becausthe Lord
saysthem. While the verseis in the New Testamentthe referenceds primariy to that
whichiswrittenin the Old Testament.We aretalking aboutthingswritten specifically
for our leaming. Whenyou think of thatinstructionin termsof Ezekiel it is amazng.

TheLord hadusin mind in thewriting of thesechaptersn Ezekel. We canead look
atchapers 11 and12 etc.andsay,Herearechaptersof the Word of God givenfor my
own edifi cation.

Things for Our Learning

We repeatthesewordsbecausehey bearrepetition,'Whatsoevelthingswerewritten
aforetme werewritten for our learning’ but how canwe leamn if we regukrly avoid
Scriptureslike these?Many Christianseglectbooksof theOld Tegamentlike Ezekiel.
I do not seehow any Christiancan read Romans15:4 and all the while avoid such
Scriptures. No onewill everlearnanythingthatway.

Besdesin Jamedl:5, thereis amarvellougpromisefor thebeliever,'If anyof youlack
wisdom let him ask of God: Who is therein comingto portions like these from
Ezekiel but feelsa needto askthe Lord for wisdom? The promiseis wide enaighto
takeusin. Theversetells usthatGod'givethto all menliberally andupbraidethnot.’
We are includedin the ‘all men’ Soit is our businessvhenwe are at a loss with a
chaper or verse,to takethis promiseto heart,go straightto the Lord, andsay, ‘Lord
Thouhastincludedmein this category | lack wisdom.’

Thepointis thatwe areto ask Godfor wisdom andwe should keepin mind our need
to askGodrepeatedly Thereis no suchthing asa ‘oncefor all’ prayerwherebythefirst
time we openthe Bible we askthe Lord for wisdom, and that is it. We must ask
repeaedlyfor theLord to give uswisdom. Let usask earne#ly; andcertainy, we have
to askexpectantly Thisthoughtshouldpre\ail, askbelievingly

Looking backthenon whatwe havebeensaying,Ezekielis includedin those things
written aforetime. It is a part of the Bible specifcally in view whenwe are given
Romans15:4 to examine. Thesechaptersarenot in the Bible by accident. They are
there with purpose.They aretherefor our instruction.

o
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The ProphetsHad to Ask God Too

It is goodto keepin mind that the prophds themselvesgven prophetsas highly
eseemred as Samuel,Isaiah,Jeremiahand Ezekiel, besdesothers all of themhadto
enauire of God. It cheasusimmenselyto knowthat. Ezekiel himself would havebeen
oneof thoseto seekGodabout the things he wrote. We think of Danielandtime after
timeheaskedthe Lord for anunderstandingf thingshe himsdf hadwritten;andGod
gave him remarkableunderstanding. Certainy the Lord ansveredtheseprayersfor
wisdom

Here we have in the chaptersof Ezekielsomeof thosethingswritten aforeime and
written for our learningand, like the prophets we should ask the Lord for wisdom,
cownsel, instruction. ThroughoutPsalm119, thereis the petition with variations
‘Teachme Thy statutes.’As with the psalmist,the Lord hasto be ourinstuctor. If the
prophes hadto ask God for wisdomto undestand scripture, how much more do we
neeal to do so? Thatlessonshouldbe bornehometo the Lord’s peopk today. | feel
mary Christianscome shortin understandinghat becaus they just give up. As
previously stated,Ezekiel is a prophecyawided by all too many of God’s peopk
beausetheyfeel thatthesepropheciesyisionsandsymbols arebeyondthem

The Significanceof Chapters 9,10and 11
The sectbn for our study is chaptersl1 - 14 and| would like to say very much more
onthesepassagethan! will hawe timeto say. Chapterll,to me,is a preciousportion.
This chaptercanbereadin conjunctionwith thetwo chapterghatgo beforeit, chapters
9 and 10. Thesethreechaptergalk aboutthe departire of the divine glory from the
tempkin Jeruslem. Thatwasa sadday,a dayto carrycalanity with it, whenthe Lord
removedHimself. Thoughmary yearshave elapgdsincethis acually took place,l can
scacely think aboutit now without feeling the wrenchof it andwhatan awful thing it
wasto have the Lord go away
It is needfulto look at chapter9. Let uslook at someof the thingsandthenwe will

beable,in puttingtheseversegogetherto havea compktepicture. Rememberwe are
talking aboutthe departureof the Lord from Jeruslem This wasa sadday It wasa
day of gloom, a day of tragedy,a day surelywith the forebodngs of judgment, awful
judgmentwritten into it. Ezekiel9:3, ‘And the glory of the God of Israelwasgoneup
fromthecherubd Do not forgetthatthecherubrefersto thecherubm onthemercyseat,
the mercy seatinsidethe sanctuarythe holiestof all. So,in away, we havegoneinto
thatholy place,we havecometo the veil beyondthe goldenaltar. Therein the inner
sarctuary wasthe mercy seatwith the cherubim their headsbowed,their facesturned
toward the mercyseatitself. The glory of God would normally havemaniesed itsef
there betweenthe cherubim. Thatis a Bible expres®n, ‘betweenthe cherubiny and
youwill recallreadingit. Well, the scenepresentdto usin this verseshowsthe glory
of Godascendindgrom the mercyseat,from betweerthe cherubimwhereuponHe was
So, just to stop there, that is where the Lord was That is where His glory was
maniesedbutit movedfrom thencein the procesf departing ‘to thethresold of the
house’(verse3). How disturbingthisis!

o
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Details of the Lord’ s Departure

Thenwewill goto chapterl0:4keepingourselvesn touchwith themoverrent ‘Then
theglory of theLORD wentup fromthecheruld Thisretraceur steps bringsusback
to things alreadystatedfrom 9:3. ‘Then the glory of the LORD went up from the
chewb, and stood over the thresholdof the house.’| pausenow. Thehous wasfilled
with the cloud, thatis, the ShekinahGlory. The courtwasfull of the brightnes of the
Lord’sglory. It is notasif theLord hadchanged.Israelhadchanged. The Lord is for
ever the same. Whenthe Lord came,sanctifyingthe templeandthe holy mountain by
His presencethenthe Shekinahglory filled the houseandevenin this sadmonmentof
depature, the glory of the Lord was againmademanifest. It had goneup from the
chewubim. It hadproceededo the thresholdof the house,andthereit stood. (Note:
‘cheubim’ doesnot need an added ‘s, being plural already. ‘Cherub’is the
singular).

Let me clarify. The glory of the Lord went up from the cherub. The ark of the
covenantremained. The Lord’s departurevasnot completedall at once;it waslike a
parial movement. Although therewas a destinationin view, He stood. We go from
there to 10:18. ‘Then the glory of the LORD departedrom off the thresold of the
houseandstoodoverthecherubim.’ Thesecherubimwereseenin thevision of Ezekel
and they were moving in the presenceof God, and the glory of the Lord, having
depatedfromthesanctuarystoodoverthem. Oncemore,in verse18, we havethe word
‘stood’ Thenarrativecouldwell hawe recordedhe ongoingmovenentof theLord, but
theLord stoodstill. It isin versel9also. ‘And the cherubimlifted up theirwings,and
mounedup from theearthin my sight:whentheywentout,thewheek also werebeside
them andeveryonestoodatthedoorof theeastgate.’ It hadmovedto theeasem gate,
the gatk thatlooksup to the summitof the Mount of Olives. ‘And theglory of the God
of Israelwas over themabove. Eachtime we havethe thought,the Lord stood, in
hestation, asif to suggesto thereadeHe did notwantto go. It wasasif theLord was
waiting for someoneo say,noticingHis departure;Stop. Do notleaveusnow. Please
do not go from this city.” | fully believe this to be the case (Cf. Ezekiel22:3Q 135;
Hoseab:15; Jeremialb:1 with Jeremial:6,8).

The Templein the Midst of the City

We will go now to chapterl1:22-23,the conclusionof the chapter. ‘Then did the
chewbim lift up their wings, andthe wheelsbesde them;andthe glory of the God of
Israelwasoverthemabove. And theglory of the LORD wentup from the midg of the
city. You seethetempleis to belooked on asthe midstof thecity. Thetenpleisthe
dwelliing placeof the Lord. It is in perfectconformity with the languageof the New
Tegament, whenour Saviourdescribedhe gatheringtogetherof two or three,saying,
‘Thereaml in themidst. Likewise,it is thetempleof theLord, theplacewhere Heis
thatis ‘in themidst.” We mustnotthink of thewords,‘in themids of the city’ as being
ageogaphicalpointthathappendo be putin for our attentionandnothing else, butlet
usknow thatthetempleof Godis the midstof thecity. As far astheworshp of God’s
dearchildrenis concernedthe placewherethe Lord is mustbethe centreof attracion.

o
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The Lord ‘went up from the midst of the city andstoodupon the mountain which is
onthe eastsideof thecity’ (11:23). Thisis the Mount of Olives We needto be clear
aboutthat

| dofeelmanyChristianswill readthis chapteyseethesestatenents, andnoteventake
it to heat thatthereis a pathwe shouldfollow, stageby stage. The departire of the

Lord from themercyseatto the thresholdof the house; from the threshotl of the house
to the easterrgate of the temple;andfrom the easern gatk of the tempk to the ascent
of Olivet; andall the while the departureof the Lord wasnot donein hase.

The Subject of the ThreeChapters

TheLord couldhave dispensedvith His peoplewith somehage. He could havebeen
wealy with their sin andbacksliding. He could haveaccugd themof casing Him off
and forsakingHim and have goneinstantly. That was not the ca®. You may have
noticedthis; or, on the otherhand,you maynotrealy havegivenenoughthoughtto it,
thatthedepartureof the Lord washeldoverfor ouradnonition; heldoverthroughthese
threechapters whenthe wholething couldhavebeendesribedin oneshort paragraph.
Why did the Lord stretchit out? Surelyit wasto havethe readerundersandthatthe
Lord did notwantto go, andwaitedfor somemeto cry, ‘Lord, stop, stop.” How many
justreadthosereferencestatingthat ‘He stood’asif they wereof no weight but they
do hawe weight. It is significantthatHe stood. If afriend of yours on the way out of
your houselingeredon, after the time for him to go, would you not beginto wonder
why? Here,in the Bible, it is the Lord, andevery time He stood we know thataction
of His wasmeaningfulandnot to be overlooked.

Is the Lord standingtoday? DoesHe linger? Are therechurchessimilarly placedin
this county whereGod's peopleassembleould it bethatthe Lord hasleft the pulpit,
moving overto thedoa? Couldit beHeis standingtheretoday? We arelivingin days
of apostasyandcannotreadEzekielwithout coming right into the situationof apostasy.
And the Lord explainsin chapter8:6, He will go far from His peopk becaus of sinin
thesanctiary. | have spokenat morelengthonthis pointthanl shoutl havedonegiven
thefactthatl have chepters12, 13 and 14, but you will agreethisis a vital partof the
whole portion. Everythingsurelyturnson this.

The Twenty-Five Men

Let me try to do somesummariesas| will not now be saying all | wantedto say.
Chapter 11 tells us Ezekiel sawtwenty-five men. Thesewerethe prieds of theLord,
theleadng priestsin the city. Thetwenty-fourcoureswereall represerdd,eachby a
manin the twenty-five, andthe twenty fifth wasthe High Priest himsef who towered
above therestin supremag. Thesetwenty-five menwereup to no good. It wasa sad
thing. Thesewerethe menwho wereto leadtheworshp of God andtheir heartswere
far from Him. We havethe wordsin the New Tesament,quotd from the Book of
Isaiah,‘ This peopledrawethnigh unto Me ... with therr lips; but their heartis far from
Me’ (Cf. Matthew15:8). How sadthatwas. Turn againto chapter8:6 andyou will see
there that thes peopleare no use,becauseof sin ‘that | should go far off from My

o
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sanctiary. So,the departureof the Lord wasmadeknown. Thenwe go from versest
to 16. ‘He broughtme into the inner court (i.e Wherethe sanctuay was the Holy
Place with the menogh, the table of showbreadand the goldenaltar) of the Lord’s
houseand,behold,at the door of the templeof the LORD, betweenthe porchandthe
altar, were aboutfive andtwenty men,with their backstowardthe tenmple of the LORD
andtheir facestowardsthe east;andtheyworshippedthe sun... Thatis whatit says,
‘They worshippedthe sun.” They did not worshipthe Lord Who createdthe sun. He
creaed the whole host of heaven,the earth and all that is theren. Theg men
worshippedvirtually everythingbut the Lord.

Now the twenty-five men had their backsto God. Thatspe&svolumes How vivid
thesevisions of Ezekielare! For mary of the Lord’s peopk to ignorethes precious
passagess aterriblething. They missmanyblessings. If only theywould linger. If
only they would comewith confidencen the Lord, He Who sai they could ak Him;
but they do not ask. Think of thatversethat| quotedat the start, if any of you lack
wisdom lethim aska friend! A Bible which saysthatmustbe a differentverson. Yet
thethoughtis held by a lot of Christians. Their versiondoesnot seemto say, Let him
askof God, becausehatis whattheydo notdo. Thereis nothingwrongin aking a
friend. | amnotagainstthe Christiandiscussinga Scriptureportion with a friend. All
| amsaying is the Scriptureis explicit enough. It doesnot say, lethim ask afriend. It
actualy says,asyou know, let him askof God,Who giveth. TheLord will give helpif
we follow theright lines of enquiry

So herewe have thes twenty-five menandwe note first of all Ezekiel 11:2, which
says, Theseare the menthat devisemisdief, and give wickedcoungl in this city!

Malachi?2 is well worthy of examinationin thisregard. ‘The prieg’s lipsshouldkeep
knowledge,andthey (the people)shouldseekthe law at his mouth...” They shout
receve counselfrom him. Thesemen insteadwere stirring up mischief and revott
aganstthe Lord andthey weregiving wicked counselin this city. So obvioudy, they
were not giving counselasthosewho hadbeeninstructedby the Lord.

Secondy, they turnedtheir backson the Lord (8:16) and uponHis Word; they had
turnedtheir backsuponthemercyseatandthe preciousloodof theatonementhatwas
broughtthere. Thatis somethingvery muchrelevanttoday Therearesomany areas
of Christetndomwheremenhaveturnedawayfrom God, andturnedtheir backson the
Word of God. Sothisis mostimportant.

Thirdly, theyhave openlycontradictedheWord of God(11:3)andtheyhavedespised
thosewho were carriedinto captivity (11:15). Thosewho were carried away from
Jerusam andtakento Babylonandleft therein their wretcha&lnessand misery were
despsedby the peoplein Jerusalem.

Now letusgofor a cross-referenceto the last chapter of Chronicles It isapassage
we could studyat morelengthwith relevanceto our chaptersn Ezekiel. This passage
speaksof ‘all the chief priests’ — that is, the twenty-four men plus the High Priest
making in total a companyof twenty-five. Rememberthat there were twenty-four
coursesand eachpriestwasin chargeof a cours, which meanthe had a nunber of
subsdiary priestsservingunderhim. He wasatthetop. Thetwenty-five menarethe

o
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peopkinview. Theyarethemenwho canbede<ribedas‘all the chief of the priegs!
2 Chronicles 36:14 tells us, ‘Moreover, all the chief of the priests andthe people,
transgressedery muchafterall theabomination®f theheahen:andpollutedthehouse
of the LORD which He hadhallowedin Jeruséem'’. It is badenoughto readthatthey
transgressedyut how muchmoredreadfulthattheytrangresgedverymuchafterall the
abomnationsof the heathen!It is unthinkable.

Further, they pollutedthe houseof the Lord which He had halowed in Jeruglem
The Lord sentmessengerbecauseHe had compasion on His people,and on His
dweling-place(verse25). Thatshowsthe situation we weredescribing aboutthe Lord
lingering, standing.He hadcompassiomn His dwelling-placeaswell asfor thepeople.
| did saythesechief priestsopenlycontradictedheWord of God,andit maybehardto
take in but you can seefrom verse 16 that ‘they mockedthe mesengersof God,
despsed His words, and misusedHis prophes, until the wrath of the LORD arose
aganstHis peopletill therewasnoremedy Thatwasa very seriousthing.

Their namesare worthy of notice.

I will not havetime to elaborateon thembut two of themarenamedin Ezekiel11,
Jaazarahthe sonof Azur, andPelatiahthe sonof Benaiah.

Namesin the Bible are often significant,especidly in the Old Tegament. Jaazarah
meansa persorwho hasthe earsof Jehovahput he did not havethe earof God at all.
It is alovely namefor a priestin the sanctuarya manwho might havehonouredGod,
amanwho mighthave beenanauthorityin the Scriptures who walkedwith Godasmen
did in timesof old. It would havebeenablesshgto come seeking coun®l from aman
who hadtheearof theLord. It couldhavebeena greatthing, butthis manwasafiend,
awicked man,just the oppositeof his name. The nane Azur givesthoughtaboutthe
help of God. Imagineif we join the namestogether onewho hasthe earof Godand
whois confidentof God’s help.

Then Pehtiah speaksof a manwho will escapgudgment,wrath, and calanity by
meansof the Lord. Pelatiahbelievedthat. He believedin his namein referenceo his
own fate,eventhoughwhathe believedwascontary to theWord of God. ThenBeniah
meansto build up. Thatis agoodnamebecausit is the building of Jehovah.Yet these
were menfilled with wickedness.To them,their namesjust meantthe opposie to all
the good we would have liked to seein them In reallife, they were opposng God.
They said,'We arenot leavingJerusalem.The armiesof Babylonwill neverconquer
this city. The templewill neverbe destroyedno matter what Jereniah says or any
other prophet. The templewill stand. We will escapdgPeletiah). We aretold not to
build ary morehouseserebecausehe city will bedestoyed,butwe canbuild. Letus
start building (Benaial). You seethatcontraryspirit, thatspirit of rebelion wasthere.
Sothesenameghenareusedto contradictthe actual word of the Lord.

The Notable Work of the Holy Spirit

The Lord haddepartecandwhenwe cometo chapterl1:1, ‘The Spirit lifted meup,
andbroughtmeuntothe eastgateof the LORD’s house.’ The glory had departed but

o



913_W&W_Supplement 2017 20pp-A5:- 27/6/17 12:05§ge8

56 WATCHING AND WAITING

the Holy Spirit wasstill working. Thisis important. TheHoly Spirit, still workingin
Ezekiel's life, broughthim to theeastgate. You canseein verse5 howthe Spirit of God
‘fell upon’him. He wasempoweredy the Spirit of God. This encouragesisbecause
we canseethatevenin the worstdaysof apostag, shouldthe glory of the Lord depart
asis describechereof the casein Jerusalemeventhen a man like Ezekiel canwalk
with God. The Spirit of God cameuponhim with mighty power. Thatis the force of
theexpression,the Spirit of the LORD fell uponme.” Thatwasakin to the prophetsof
old.

Youwill seealsoin verse5 the prophethad no othermessagéutthe Lord’s mesage
He wastold how to speak,it was: ‘Thus saiththe LORD.” He did not havehis own
messagethatis true of all the prophets.Many scholarlywriters havemissedthis point
altogeher. It is aseriouserrorto talk aboutthe prophetsasif theywrote from their own
undestandingandtheir own perspectie. Thatneverwasthe cae. The Spirit of God
cameuponthemandaswith Ezekiel,‘fell upon’themwith mighty power. Theresut
was, the Lord gave themHIS word.

It will be helpful for us to look at the conclusionto eachchapter. We havealready
looked at 11:22 and 23, those verseswhich bring to a close the sequenceon the
depature of the Lord. Theyareto the Christian,versesof extreme grief. Howeverl
hawe in mind verses24 and 25. The concluson to chaper 11 is of the highest
impoitance,becausét explainsthe movementof the prophetEzekiel He had been
caried away to Babylonin the captvity andnow he hadretumedto Jeruslem. Then
hewentbackagainto Babylon. The verseexplainsthatit wasall doneby vision. He
did notmove physically ‘Afterwardsthe Spirit took meup, andbroughtmein avision
by the Spirit of Godinto Chalded. Thatwould clearup alot of quesionssone readers
would have. We cansayhewasmaving in the courseof the vision Godgavehim. So
this conclusionis enlightening.

Moreover, thereis somethingelse of importancein this concluson. It is thatthe
principal objectEzekielhadin all his discoveriesvasto illumine the thoughtsof those
who were alreadyin captivity. Ezekiel had a ministry to the captivesin Babylon,
thosecaptivesdescribedn Psalm137,who satdownby theriversof Babylonin gloom.
They did nothave the Lord’s songandtheyfelt justifiedin notsinging, whenthey sad,
‘How canwe singthe LORD’s songin a strangeland?’ Theyrefusdto comply even
thoughthere were peopleamongthe Babylonianswho, promptedby curiosity, had
asked,Canyou tell ussomethingaboutthe Lord’s song? You canseehow muchthese
captveswereplungedinto despair. They did not needto hearfrom far off Jerusakm
theopinion of the High Priestandtheleadersof all the coursesvho spokeof thepeople
in Babylon asonly beingtherebecausd&sod had castthem off; andthusthey had no
time for them. They despisedhe captiity. Thatis why God said He did not despise
them He promised,| will be‘a little sanctuaryto them(11:16). Whata comfart that
was. It wasasif the tabernacleof the Lord wasbackin the mids of His peoplewho
hadrelocatedto Babylonia. It wasasif the glory of God having moved away from
Jerusatm had come down there. His promise that He would be a little sanctuary
becane a wonderfultoken! Whatanassurancé&om Godit wad

o
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Chapter 12 carries an unforgettable messge.

It is sunmedup in referenceo the peoplein verse 2. They hada judicial blindnes
imposeduponthem. Theyhadeyesbutdid notsee;theyhadearsto hear,but couldnot
undestand. Jaazanialhadears;he shouldhavehadthe earof God, but God did not
havehis ear. Thatis sure. They hadearsphysically but they heardnot Theywerea
rebelioushouse. The messagén regardto Ezekielis summedup in verse 3. He had
to go throughthe performancenf showingthattherewill be yet anothercapivity from
Jeusabmto Babylon. The prophetwasto breakthroughthe hole in thewall, having
gatheredup his stuff, suchashehad,asif hewasa captivegoinginto servitude. What
sott of ‘stuff’? | reckan he would havea staff; hewould havesomethingto roll uplike
a sleephg bag. Probaly thelike wasnot availablein his day, but it wasthatkind of
thing, a bagor a blanketto roll roundhimself during the night-ime; maybea crustof
bread; and very likely, a water-bottle. His ‘stuff for removing’ would be severely
limited. Ezekielwould haveto carry the kind of paraphernaéi you would seewith a
pilgrim.

Everybody would have beenlooking at him, askingwhat his performancewas all
about diggingtheholein thewall andgettingthroughit with alot of diffi culty, andwith
the swuff for removing. Severtimesin thefirst sevenverses the expres conmandof
Godwasto doit in their sight.

A Dramatic Enactment

The Jewsh captivity hadto seethis. Ezekielcoveredhis face (vere 6). Theywere
askng all sortsof questionsandhe hadto explain thatjudgmentwasyetto come. He
carried a burdenon his shoulder(verse7) andheactedoutthewhole thing. It wasvery
realto him. ‘I bareit on my shoulderin their sight’ He actedit bit by bit, everypiece
of it. It isamarvellows thing that peopleshoud eversuggesthey do not wantto read
Ezekiel. It is riveting, absolutelypowerful.

What aboutthe head-covering?It is not what we usually meanby the expressin
‘headeovering.” Whatdoesit mean?Look atverse 10, ‘Thus saith theLord GOD; This
burdenconcernettthe princein Jerusalemandall the houseof Israelthatareamong
them’ Theburdenhasto dowith peoplestill in Jerualemincludingking Zedekah. He
is caled the prince in this case. It hasto do principally with him. Thereare two
thoughs basicallyin the head-coverindhere. First of all, disguse. When Ezekiel
pulled that hood over his head,it socompletdy coveredhim, he could seenothing of
the ground beneathhis feet. He thenwentthroughthe hole in the wall with all his
equpment, his body bowed over in wearinessknowing this was for Zedekah who
would try to disguisehimselfto escapén thedarknes of the nightfrom thecity. Then
there is this other thought more terrible still asto the useof this hood, for while
GodhadsaidZedekiahwould betakenawayto Babyloniait wasmadeclearatthesame
time hewould newerseeit. To theskepticthisappearedo beacontradction. Little did
theking know the awful fatethatawaitedhim for Nebuchadnezzaraughthim andslew
his sonsbeforehis eyes;sothelastthing thatwretchedman saw wasthe murderof his
own sonsin a horrible fashion. His heartmusthavepoundedwithin his breast Then

o
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Nehuchadnezzainstructed his soldiersto gouge out the mans eyes. Thus King
Zedekahwould newer seeBabylon. Everythingforetoldin the scenewhich opensup
to usis notonly to bevisualisedbut to be recognisedgshavingcone to passexacty as
Godsaid. How doesGod fulfil His propheticWord? Is it by a proces going beyond
whatthe languagameansandsimply left to people’'simaginationto explan? No! not
evenin this casewherethesevisions were enacted ratherthe word God gavehad a
precisefulfilment. It wasfulfilled literally.

Ezekiel 12 is an important chapter in referenceto the Word of God. Five times
ther is the iteration, ‘The Word of the LORD cameunto me’ This is the old time
prophetc formula. Fifty timesthe expressionor wordsthatareequivalent appearsin
the Book of Ezekiel. No otherbook hasasmary occurrences This in itself should
persuadéelieversnot to neglectits study. The wordsare chaackeristic of the whole
book. TheWord of Godcameuntohim. He did notinventit. You arefamili arwith the
verb ‘to be’ andit is representechereby the word ‘came.” The Word of God wasin
existencebeforeit cameto Ezekiel.

Let metalk aboutthe chapter's conclusion Herein thelastsectionyoucanseehow
(verses25 and 28) alsorelate to Scripture. ‘I will speak,andthe word that | shal
speakshall cometo pass... | will ‘say the word, andwill pefform it, saith the Lord
GOD!: What Godsays,He will do. Look atverse28, ‘There shal noneof My words
be prolongedany more,buttheword which | havespolenshallbe done,saith the Lord
GOD! If it wasour subject,| couldtakeyou throughEzekiellooking at chapte after
chaper wherethatkind of thing is said. Oftentimesthe references to judgment, but
someof thetime it hasto do with blessingsstill to come. Pleaseundersandthisis a
chaacteristic of the propheg of Ezekiel. Namely,if Godhasspokentheword, He will
doit.

Chapter 13is about false prophets

Thefirst partwasdeliveredto the men;the secondpart deliveredto the womenwho
were falseprophets. Notice what God saysaboutthem. In verse 5, they did not stand
inthegap. In verse6, theyproclaimedalie. In verse 8, theLord isaganstthem. And
in verse 9, they will ultimately perishin hell; they are not written amongthe sains.
Their namesarenotin theLamb’s Book of Life. Theseareseriougthingsandit isvery
muchto our edificationto be meditatingon suchScriptures.

What about the chapter’s conclusion?Verse22 showsthe sad effectof lies involved
in falseteaching.The righteousare madesad

This is truetodayin the apostasy Whenan evangelicalmanis stuck in the aposasy,
every day his heartis breaking. He is immenselysaddenedy what he seesof the
depature from God and from Biblical principles,so his heartis crushed. And some
men have eventuallycomeout. Theywould havebeenmuchmoreblesedif they had
comeout sooner. Consideverse22, ‘with lies ye havemadethe heartof therighteous
sad;whom,| hawe not madesad. Thatis atelling statement.In the presenecumental
situaion you could ask, Why are you so downcast? Where has that spirit of
despondenccomefrom? | havesaidthatto Christiansin othersituations too, when
despondenchasfilled their hearts. | havesaid, 'Where did thatcomefrom? Did the
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Lord give youthat?’ No! Godsays,'| have not madethemsad.” Those sane liesthat
made the righteous sad have becomean even greatker indictment, for they have
strengthenedthe wickedin his wickednesso thathe would not repent he would ‘not
return from his wickedway. Theyhavein effect, senthim to Hell.

Chapter 14 canlooselybe desciibed asa prayer passage

In the first sentenceyou havethe elderswho camebeforeEzekiel with aninterestin
enquring of the Lord, but God showsEzekielthereare hindrancesthey had‘idolsin
their heat.” So,we could havepeopletodayworshipping in Christian circleswho do
not have anyimagesin their rooms;do not hawe any imagesn their churcheither, but
they mighthaveanidol in their heart. Thisis sad. Thisis very muchachaper of high
relevance.

In thelatter part, three greatmenare mentionedfour times twice by nanme andtwice
by simply referringto themas‘thesethreemen.’ Thisis donewith the four judgments
inview, (14:21).

They are namedin verse 14, ‘Noah, Danid and Job’ That Daniel is seenas a
conenyporaryof Ezekeil, helpsto settlethetime of his ministry for sure.

The Three Spiritu al Giants

Could I just sumup with thesemen? They arereal peopleto God. They are not
figment of somebody’smagination. They arenotmythical characeérs Worldly people
today,if theyknow anythingaboutNoah,DanielandJob,whichis highly quesionabk,
accountthemto be mythical. Noahwasassaiatedwith the univeral flood andthey
cannotbelievethat. Danielwasassociateavith remarkabk miracles(thelions’den,his
visionsetc.). They cannotbelieveary of that. To themit is all mythical. Job wasa
man afflictedby the devil; everythingin connecion with this poor manhasto do with
the devil’s assaultand they cannotbelievethat They believe the Book of Jobto be
simply anallegory. Thatis notso. It isin thefirst placea history.

Thesethree men were real people. Furthermore they may represerdtively take a
spiritual aspecttheworld, thefleshandthedevi. Noahhadto condemrthe world as
an heir of righteousnes. Daniel hadto abstainfrom all the desresof the flesh Job
was batling with the devil andhell.

Let mefinish by sayingthesethreepeopleare mentionedn the New Tegsament This
is anoter evidencethat they were real men. One of the Scriptureswhere Noah is
menionedis Matthew24. Danielis mentionedn thatsamechapter. It is striking that
the chaper mentionsDanieland Noahin referenceto the comingof the Lord. Jobis
menionedin James in the contextof beingpaient for the Lord’s coming. Sothisis
astriking thing. Thereis Noah— ‘As the daysof Noahwere,so shall also the coming
of the Sonof Man be.” The mentionof Noahin Matthew 24 is tied into the warning
aboutthereturnof Christ. Danielis mentionedn Matthew?24 in referenceo theseting
up of the abominationof desolationprior to the coming of the Lord. Jobis spokenof
in James5 alongwith thewords, The comingof the Lord drawethnigh.’

The concluding versespromisea comfortfrom the preseration of the remnant and
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from the recognitionthatthe Lord hasnot donewithout cau®, all thatHe hasdonein
Jerusaém

The Glory of the Lord Will ComeBack

As for thesefour chaptersEzekiel11, 12, 13, and 14, so muchcould be said about
them so much of vital interestto the Christian, and what a blessing thereis in
conenplating the messagethey present. We were thinking earier of the glory
departng from the Mount of Olives. Whenthe trumpetsoundsandthe Lord comes
backagan, theglory will returnto thesamemoungtin aswasseenfrom theeaserngate
solongago,the Mount of Olives!

In Ezekiel's vision, the Glory of the Lord stoodstill on Olivet, beforeHis departure.
In the Day of His return,our Lord will standagainonthatMountain. In theformer He
stoodwith Mourning,in thelatter, it will bewith Majesty.

Visionsregarding the Judgment of the
Nations around Israel

(Ezekiel 15-17)

For our consideratiorwe havethreechapterdan this inspiredandinspiring prophecy
of Ezekel. | saidearlierthatthereis a naturalunwillingnessand evenreluctanceonthe
partof manyto readconsistentlythrougha booklike Ezekielbecauseheyare‘put off’
by the puzzlingsymbolsanddifficult passagem its pages.Neverhelesthereisagreat
blesshg for thosewho perseverepray over andponderthe conentsof this book | did
explain earlier how the Lord teacheaus by the apostlethat ‘whatsoeverthings were
written aforetimewerewritten for our learning’... theywerespecfically thenfor us -
or as Corinthiansputsit, ‘for our admonition,uponwhom the endsof the world are
come’(Romansl5:4;1Corinthiansl0:11). Thenwe alsothoughtaboutthatmarvellous
promisein theBook of Jameg1:5). It is apromisefor everyday,for everyconceivabd
circunmstance andis givenfor thosewho lack wisdom;andwhatmanis therewho does
not fit into that category?‘Let him ask’ meanshe mug askrepeagdly, earnedy, and
with expectationandhewill surelyreceveit.

SomeDistinctivesin the Book
Sowe havethesethree chapters. Ezekiel 16 is the longestchapterin the prophecy,
andchaper 15 is the shortesichapterin the prophecy.
The three chapters, 15,16 and 17, are chaptersof analogy. In chapterl5,we have
the analogy of the vine In chapter16, the analogy of the new-bon babe, the
abandonedjnwantecchild. Chapterl7 hastheanalagy of thetwo trees thecedar, tall
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andstately, on the onehand;thenthevine solowly in comparisn.

Let usstart at chapter 15. ‘The Word of the LORD cameunto me’ (versel). This
is a key statementin the book.

The expressioncanbe describedasthe propheic formula, that is to say, the prophes
of old usedthis style of speechto showthatthe word they broughtwasnot their own
word, but theWord of Godin the fullest sense.Many writers Christianby profession,
talk aboutthe prophetof Godasif hewassomesortof geniuswho ministeredtheword
which naturallycameto him. Thisis nonsese. The prophetsof old time spakethe
Word of God, knowing it to be a divine utterance. The Holy Ghog used them. What
they said wasindeedthe word of the Lord.

Whenwe think abou this vine, we remembetthereis anotherchaper in the Bible
running in parallel to Ezekiel 15. It is in the New Testanent It is John 15.
Providentally, it is eay to recollect- Ezekiel15 andJohn15. If we could concentrat
the entire time on this, it would be mostprofitable to take John 15 on the oneside and
then Ezekiell50ontheother Thereareparallebto benoted;therearewordsof contrast.
| think everybady who readsScriptureis familiar with John15. Whata lovely chapter
it is. ‘I amtheTrue Vine; and My Fatheris the husbandman Every branchin Me that
beareh notfruit He takethaway;andeverybranchthatbeasethfruit, He purgehit, that
it maybring forth morefruit’ OurLord statedhatHe is the TrueVine andwe candraw
many lessongrom the comparisordrawn.

God'’s Purposefor the Vine
Oftenimessomeone&ommentingon Scripturemay sayhow wonderfulthe Lord isin
His powers of observation. He teachesus lessonsaboutthe sheep,abouttreesand
variouslessongrom nature they say. But thereis the possibiity of aterrible mistake
here. TheLord truly is obsenant. Not athing escapeslis notice. He knowsthethings
tha come into our minds, every oneof them(Ezekiel11:5). However the Lord made
thevinebeforeHe startedo teachlessonsboutit. HeistheCreabr. He madethevine
the way it is. Our Lord JesusChrist as the Creator made the sheep with the
chamactersticsit has. The Lord createdhe treeandHe gavethe treeits features. This
is true of thevine. The Lord madethevine first andthenHe drewthe les®nsthatHe
intendedfrom the beginningfor His teachingon thevine. This is lovely, becausaét is
the purpose of the vine to bear fruit . You canseein verse2 thatHe purgesit that it
may bring forth muchfruit. Thenin verse3 He said,‘Now ye are cleanthroughthe
word which | have spdkenuntoyou,’ showingby usingthe symbolsm of thevine, it is
His purmposeto cleanseausin orderthatwe may bearfruit for Him. In verse 4 we are
backto theanalogy‘As thebranchcannotbearfruit of itself, exceptit abidein thevine;
no more canye, exceptye abidein Me.! Sowe learnprecioustruth. Evenin verse5,
He sad, ‘Without Me ye cando nothing.” Againin versel6, ‘Ye havenot choserMe,
but | hawe chosenyou, and ordainedyou, that ye shouldgo and bring forth fruit, and
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that your fruit shouldremain; thatwhatsoeger ye shall ask of the Fatherin My nane,
He may give it you." He haspurposein creatingthe vine the way He did with all the
chamceristicsit has,andHe alsohasbroughtinto existencehe child of Godthat there
shout beabringingforth of fruit for Him. Thewholepurpo® of thevineis thatit may
producefruit.

Some Questionsin Ezekiel 15

With this in mind let us go backto Ezekiel 15 wherethe question of its purposeis
drawnto our attentionin verse2, ‘Sonof man,Whatis thevinetreemorethanany other
tree, or than a branchwhich is amongthe treesof the forest? Shal wood be taken
thereof to do any work? Or will mentake a pin of it to hang any vesel thereon?
BehoU, it is castinto thefire for fuel; thefire devourettboththeendsof it, andthe midst
of it isburned. Is it meetfor anywork? Behold,whenit waswhole,it was meetfor no
work; howmuchlessshall it be meetyetfor any work, whenthefire hath devoued it,
andit is burned?’ Thisis a remarkablechapter. It makesfull use of the anabgy and
we are taughtthatif thevine doesnot bearfruit it is useless.It is goodfor nothing.

If you have beento Israelyou will know the shops,especally thosecatring for
tourists, displaylovely carvingswhich arefrom olive wood. | haveneverbeenin ashop
in Israel where anything displayedis madefrom the wood of the vine. This is the
remakablething aboutthe wood of thevine, if it is not producng fruit, it is no usefor
anyhing else. The answerto the questionin vers 3, ‘Shall wood be takenthereof to
do anywork?' mustbe‘No.” Couldyou carvealittle animalout of it? No. Well then,
the prophetspeaksof atentpin. Of all the itemsthatwould havebelongedto life in
oldentime, atentpin would havehadthe leastimportance. It wasdriveninto the earth
in orderto keepa tent standing. It wasso necessanandyet it wasof little value. A
tent pin would be the cheapesitem in the store,andyet it sayshereof the vine, men
could not evenmakea tentpin out of it.

What a picture of the child of God. It is so humbing to us. In fact, the les®n hits
hometo uswith suchconvictionandpowerwe feel the impactof it andmaybewe are
sayngwe wouldrathernothavethatlessorbecausit is sooverpoweringputit is true.
Whenthewoodof thevine nolongerserveghepurpo® (verse 4), it is cag into thefire
for fuel Whataterriblething is this. Are you a child of God? Do you belongto the
Savour? Are youbornagainby theHoly Spirit? Haveyoubeenwashedin theprecious
Blood of Christ? It hasto be saidto the Christianthatwhenthe Lord savedyou, you
were only fit fuel for hell. Thatis a humblingthing, but it is the lesson taughtso
powerfully in thesechaptersl5,16 and17. If it werenotfor the graceof God,thereis
nothing in us to merit sahation. You cannotget to heaventhe way you are. How
powerful, how heart-searchings thattruth!

We are not heremeditatingon this by merechanceor accident. God hasbroughtus
hereandsothe preachemustpressthis on your attention. Do you belongto the Lord?
Areyou clearaboutthat? If youwereto die tonight,whataboutyour soul? Wouldyou
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be with Christin glory? Do you havethat eternallife the Lord spokeabout? Maybe
you area strangerto grace,a nominal Christian,and neverbeenbornagan. You are
lost.

God’'s Purposefor the Christian

There is alessonfor the Christian. As a child of God, you haveto facethis fact that
if you werenot saved you would befit fuel for hell. The fruitless wood of thevine is
no usefor anything but for thefire. The Catechis startsoff with the quesion, ‘What
is the chief endof man?’ And the answeris ‘Man’s chief endis to glorify God andto
enjoy Him forever Thatis rightin line with whatl amsaying. Whatwasthechiefend
of your creation?Why wereyou createdWVhy did Godgive youlife? It wasto glorify
God andenjoy Him for ever; but whatif mandoesnot fulfil that purpose?Whatis he
fit for?

Theusekssbrancheof the vine arecastinto thefire.

Thereis abookof illustrationswith Mr Spurgeon'snameattachedto it. Evidently he
told thesaillustrationsin the courseof his preachingandthereis a story abouta Sunday
school teacherwho soughtto communicatethis leson to the boys and girls. He
fumbledin his pocket. Theylookedwith interestandhe pulled outawatch,andasked
whatit was. Everyonerecognisedhewatch. He askedwhatthe purposeof thewatch
was,anda child repliedthatit wasto tell thetime. Thenheintimatedthe watch was
broken, therewas someprobleminside,andthe watchwould neverwork agan. The
childrensaidthatit was worth nothing. It wasno usefor anything. After giving other
illustrations the lessonhad gonehome. Man'’s chief endis to glorify God and enjoy
Him for ever, andif we do not attainto thatthenwe arejust like the watch,no usefor
anyhing.

In Isaiah43:7,we read ‘Even every onethatis calledby My nane: for | havecreated
him for My glory, | haveformed him; yea,| havemadehim.” You are not here by
accident. You arenot hereon earthby chance. You havea precouslife now to live.
Within your breastthere is animmortal soul thatwill neverdie. It will be somewhere
in God’s greateternity, eitherin heavenfor ever with Christor in alostsinner’shel
without the Saviour for ever. Why did the Lord makeyou? He madeyou for Himsel.
In verse21, Godwasspeakingaboutlsraelbutwe canapplyit to ourseles. It isequaly
truefor us. ‘This peoplehavel formedfor Myself. Now we havecometo the point
for thechild of God; why did the Lord make thevine? It wasto bring forth fruit. Why
did the Lord makeyou? Why did He give you life? He formedyou for Himself. The
versecontinues,They shallshev forth My praise,thatis to say,My gracewill beseen
in them You cannotbe like thatunlessyou area Christian,butif you know Christand
the Lord Jesusabidesin your heart,your life beginsto showforth His likeness

We have seenthatthe vine is a weakandstragglingplant; that it hasno useif it does
not bearfruit. It hasto be attendedo andits branchesaveto belifted up in orderto
catch the sunshineof heavenitherain of thatland mustcomedown at the approprate
time to producethe lusciousfruit. The vine needsthe attentionof the personin the
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Bible called ‘the husbandmabh.It will not bearfruit in itself.

In Proverbs 24:30-31it says,’ | wentby thefield of the slothful, andby the vineyard
of themanvoid of understandingand,lo, it wasall grownoverwith thorns andneties
hadcoveredthe facethereof,andthe stonewall thereofwasbrokendown: This refers
to a manwho cannotbe bothered. He is slothful anddull of mind. Thelessonsareall
appaent The stonewall is necessanasa wall of protectionaroundthe property,
becausehelittle foxesspoilthevines;andthenif no-onelifts up thebranchesthevine
gravitatestowardsthe earth. Beforelong the grassandnettlescoverover the branches
andtie themdown, sothatif the keepercomesbelatedlyit is only with diffi culty that
he can extricate the branches. What a lessonfor the Christian. The world has such
power when we are not in the right placewith God. Many becone entangéd and
ensnaed by adaptingto theworld or worldly companionsto sucha degreethey begin
to walk in the ways of the ungodly They som find themselvesacksidden,cold in
heat, out of fellowshipwith Godandonly a shadowof the person theyformerly were.

Striking Lessonsin Chapter 16

You remembetthat chapterl6 is a chapterof analogyand is the longes chapterin
Ezekiel. Inversel, it is again certifiedthatthisis theWord of the LORD. We pictured,
at the start, some Christian peoplesayingthey were avoiding Ezekiel. Suchmiss a
blesshg. It is true thereare somethingsin the Book of Ezekiel which will require
seaching andmuchprayer,but we have the promise of Jamesl:5.

In addiion, sinceEzekielis includedin the thingswritten aforetme, it follows there
are thingsto be gleanedrom thesepages.

If I were to try to summarise this chapter in one versel think it would be the
secondverse Versel certifiesthisis theWord of Godwhich hascone to the prophet,
andthenthe purposeén view is statedn verse2, ‘Sonof man,caus Jerusalemto know
her abominations. The fact is the Jewthenandthe Jewtoday prideshimsef in his
righteousnessHe doesnot carry a senseof sin or wrong-doing. Thushe doesnot feel
(we speakgenerally)undercompulsionto comewith a contrite heart,owning before
Godwith shameandbrokennessis own sinfuness. Theinhabtantof Jerusaemuwill
readly proclaimhis ownrighteousnessn spiteof all the Bible says thereforethe Lord
teacheghe lessonwhich requiresthe prophetto makehim feel the terrible guilt of his
sin. Thatit is sin of theworstorder,bothin continuanceindcharacer, is clear,for they
needto know theirabominations Thisis thelabeltheycarryin versetwo. Their sins
therefore arenot of little accountasif theywereoffencesof atrivial kind. No, Godis
speaking of dreadfulabominations
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Giving Attention to the Last Verse(verse 63).

Did you noticethelastversein the chapter?Earlier| said in referenceo someof the
chepters, the conclusionis important,andit is soin this cae. You see,God showsthat
ultimately He will bring backtheremnanif Israelto Himself. Theywill look to Christ
andbesavedin thegreatdaywhenthetrumpetsoundsandthe Lord Jesis Christ comes
agan. The sinfulnessof sin, their sin, will be made known, ‘That thou mayest
remenbper. This shows the objective in the leson being taught It is unpleasanfor
aryonebut it is certainlyunpleasantor the Jew priding himself in his righteousess,
notseeinganyblemishin himself;thinking heis keepngthelaw. Therearearound613
preceps in thelaw andthe ‘righteous’'manjudgeshimsef to havemadea goodjob of
it if he canstandbeforeGod, with 613 preceptgo his credt. He foolishly imagineshe
is keephgthe entirelaw in regardto theseprecepts He is convincedhis righteousnes
is withouta blemish. Sothe Lord hasto teachhim the shane of his sin. He hasnot
sea his own heart. He is mistalen. Thusvers 63 says, Thatthoumayesremember,
and be confourded,and never openthy mouthany more becaus of thy shamewhenl
am pacified toward thee for all that thou hastdone,saith the Lord GOD. Thelesson
will be well taughtwhenthis truth is carriedhometo his heart. Thatday hagenson.
ThelLord Jesuswill comeagain. They shalllook on Him Whomtheyhavepierced. In
that day the realisationwill dawn uponthem;they will seetheir own sin, they will
behold His spotlessighteousnesg$or theveil of blindneswill belifted,thebranchthat
hasbeenbrokenoff from the olive treewill be graftedin again.

Our experienceasbelieverswill bevery similar. The Hymn writer putit well, ‘And
from my strickenheartwith tearstwo wondersl confess The wondersof His glorious
love andmy own worthlessness.’

Note: the term ‘pacified v63, belongsinherently to the work of atonement(cf.
Hebrew).

The Summary of the Chapter

Now | will just sumnarisethis very graphicchapter. At the start, thereis the babe
lying in the openfield, nothing aboutits tiny form to draw out affection toward it,
nothingto causepity; it liesthereto thelothing of its peron, still unwashedndcovered
in its blood, doomedand readyto die. This appiesto Israel but we canapply it to
ourseVes, and learn this lesson. God takes a poor, helpless, unseing, untaught
perishing infantlying in the openfield to showushow expodwe areto ruin, andthis
wasthe plight of the babefrom birth. | wasbornin sin andshapernin iniquity. Notone
thing canl do. Now the babewill feelits miseablecondition. It senseghatall is not
well whenit is thrown out into the field unwanted,unloved,uncaredfor, unwashed.
Thatisthetroublewith thesinnerwho hasnewerbeenwashedin Jesis'Blood. He feels
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everything is wrong but cannotintelligently discernhis stateor danger. We havea
picture of how the sinnerstandsuncleanin the sightof God. Verses1-14 showus,we
are uncleanby birth, thereforesinness by nature.

Thenwe cometo versesl5 — 25 and we can convenientlydescrbe this secton as
showig we are sinnes by practice Thenthirdly, verses26 - 34 revealman’sdesies,
histhoughtssoheis a sinnerby choice,by disposition All theway throughwe seethe
sinfulnessof man;a sinnerby birth, by nature,by practiceandby choice;sin is in his
very chaacter. How canhe be arything elseotherthana sinnerneedingsalvation by
grace?Givenachoicein life theungodlypersa makeshewrong choice. He doesnot
haw it in him to do theright thing, to choosethe right asoppogdto thewrong. ‘How
weakis thineheart,saiththe Lord GOD, seeingthoudoestall thes things thework of
an imperiouswhorish woman’ (verse 30) as if there could be no change,just that
conamnatedway of life andweaknes®f heart. Sowe havethewhole manfrom birth
right throughto the fulfilment of his life.

Isaiah putit, ‘The wholeheadis sick, and the whole heatt faint. From the sole of the
foot evenunto the headthere is no soundnessn it; but wounds and bruises, and
putrifying sores. Therewe havethe whole mancontaminatedvith sin in the sight of
God. If you getto gripswith this chapterit is a powerfulanalogy

| cannotleave chapterl 6 without referringto versel4. It desribessalationin such
a way thatthe Christiancanlook backandseewhatthe Lord hasdonefor him, ‘Thy
renavn went forth amongthe heathenfor thy beauty:for it was perfectthrough My
comelness,which | had put uponthee,saiththe Lord GOD." This is true of every
Christian. He has the robes of sin exchangedfor the robe of Christ's spotess
righteousnessandis madeperfect,not throughhis own comelines. Whata message
for the self-righteouswhetherJev or Gentile! We can only be perfect as He says,
‘perfectthroughMy comeliness throughtherobeof Christ,which He hasput uponus
by His grace.

The Endowment of a Wholly Perfect Salvation

Jude24 says,Now untoHim thatis ableto keepyou from falling, andto presentyou
(peopk like us) faultless beforethe presencef His glory with exceedag joy.” Before
the presencef His glory, thereis sucha brilliance of light asto showup anyfault if it
werethere,yetHe will presenussinnersfaultless Thehalf hasneverbeentold. What
doesthis sahationamountto? | cannotkeepthis salvation. | could not myself, butHe
is able to keepme Whatwill this sahationamountto in thatcoming day? | readHe
will presentusfaultless every stainof sin washedaway Wherewill this presentation
be made? Before‘the presencef His glory’. | havemadethe conmentalreadyandit
needso be made theblazinglight of thatdivine glory is such, asit shinesforth in all
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itsradianceandfullness,if therewasoneflaw there,onestain of sin there theblinding
light of thatglory would revealit. This showsthemiracle of salvation. He will present
usfaultless Not onething canbefoundin thebookaganstthatman,thatwoman,that
sinner saved by grace. We cannotgo to hearen the way we are, without Christ, no
mater how sincerewe are,how mary prayerswe pray, how mary goodworks we try
to do. Yet, althoughwe are sinnersandfar off from God, on that greatday He will
gatherall His redeemedwvithout fault, without a stain, with exceedingoy, into His
wonderul preenceforever.

If youarenota Christianyouwill remembethis mesagewhenyou standbeforeGod
and the books are openedin the judgment. You will remenber this word that the
preachempreachedboutsin, aboutyour sinful nauure,andyour needof Christ. If you
never cometo know the Lord you arelost for all eternity.

The Fascinationof Chapter 17
Chapter17 hasthe cardinaldoctrinesin the greatmessageof the gospel Look atthe
chepter Therearevisuals. Therearetwo greateaglesthereare the cedartreeandthe
vine.

There are three time zonesin the chapter. Verses1 — 6, recal the recentpad.
Coniah,king of Judahwascarriedawaycaptive, andthe peoplewho werewith Ezekiel
knew full well how Coniahendedhis daysasking. Then(verses7 — 21) thereis the
present becaus&edekiahis king in Ezekiel'slifetime andthes versesnakeus think
of theimpendingjudgmentwhich wasto fall uponking Zedekah. Then(veres22 —
24) thereis the future the vision foreseeshe coming of Christ, Heaven'sKing. Heis
notatall like thekingssofar mentioned.He is God’s DearSon coming from theclouds
of heavento reign.

The greateagleat the startis Babylon,thatgreateaglewith greatwings. The power
of Babylonis suggestetby thegreatwings, ‘long-winged’so thattheirking could come
with his armiesfrom many miles away. Distancemeantnothing to him. ‘Full of
feahers’ combiningall the nationswhich hehad conquere@ndhehadthese menin his
amy, combinednationalitiescomingin to take‘the highes branchof the cedar. King
Coniah, althoughfilled with pride anddefiance wascarried away

ThenPharaohking of Egyptwasthe secondeagle,(veres7 —21). Zedekiahis seen
working treaclery after having given his oath. He imagned he could get help from
Phaaoh, king of Egypt. Sothereis the othergreateagk and ‘the vine did bendher
roots toward him, andshotforth herbranchegowardhim, thathe might water it

The King Like a Low CreepingVine
Therewastreachenbecaus&edekiahhadswornwith anoaththathewould abideby
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the rule of Nebuchadnezzaking of Babylon, but he broke his oath, so that beforea
heahenman,he did not havethe characteNebuchadnezzdrad expeced of him. His
name, Zedekiah,meant‘the righteousnes®f Jehovah.” Nebuchadnezzawould be
saying, ‘| canseewhattherighteousnessf Jehowahis like. You give your word and
sealthatword with an oathyet it doesnot meana thing. You havedisregarde your
covenantpromise,you have castit off.” In versel9, God called it ‘My oath, My
covenant becauset wasthe testimory of the Lord which was at stake. God did not
make the covenant.It wasZedekiahwho madeit, buthetook the divine nameuponhis
lips whenhe madeit.

We shoul not makea promisein the Lord’s nameandhaveno intenion of keepingit.
We are told not to take the nameof the Lord in vain. It shouldbe seenthatintegrity
belongsto a Christian. Our word shouldbe our bond.

Neluchadnezzacould not work with Zedekiah. He found him sucha wretchedman
with no characer. Although he was a hedhen king, with mistalen worship,
Nehuchadnezzahad a higher standard. Look at verse 14. It indicaes the way
Nehuchadnezzanadto treatZedekiah.He hadto keephim low, to theground— so ‘the
kingdommightbe base thatit mightnotlift itselfup.

Thatiswhatwe told you aboutthevine. It could notlift itself, aweakstragging plant
its branchedell to the earthat the first opportunity Thatis the way a Christian isin
dangerof backsliding. The devil andtheworld seekto hold you. ‘Not liftingitsef up’
cariesthe sensehat Nebuchadnezzarould keepZedekiahweakandlow. He could
not betrusted. He wasrebelliousandcrooked,unreliableandyet he carried the name
Zedekah, ‘the justifying righteousnessf Jehwah.” His characer gavethe lie to the
name.

We always needto considerour presentlifestyle. A Christian would not want his
chacer to be suchasto leaveseriousgquestionsabouthimself. Are nottheselessons
realy powerful? Are theywrittenin our hearts?

Look at the last part of chapter 17. One of the characerigics mentoned earler
todayrelative to the Book of Ezekielcomesup againin the lag line of verse21, ‘Ye
shal knowthat | the LORD have spokenit! Zedekiahmight think nothing of his
promiseandgo backon his word a thousandimesbut whenthe Lord hasspolen He
will hold to it, andperformit. It is repeatedn thevery last line of the chapter‘l the
LORD havespolenandhavedoneit.” He doesnotchangeHis Word. He doesnot fail
to remenber His promise. The Lord doesnot wantyou andmeto go backon our word
sowe doall we canto keepit. We saythesethingsbecauséie hasnointentioneverof
going backon His word. | am glad aboutthat. The promises of the Bible, yes, the
prophetc Scripturesin the Bible will be fulfilled exactlyasGodsays The Lord will
never go backon His Word.
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