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‘Now theSpirit speakethexpressly,that in thelatter times someshall depart
from the faith, giving heed to seducingspirits, and doctrines of devils;
speaking liesin hypocrisy; having their consciencesearedwith a hot iron.’

1 Timothy 4:1-2.
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Did NoahPray for Revival?
By Ivan Foster

TheSaviour clearly tells usthat ‘asthedaysof Noewere, soshallalsothecomingof
theSonof man be. For asin thedays thatwere before theflood they wereeating and
drinking, marrying andgiving in marriage, until thedaythat Noeenteredinto theark,
andknewnot until theflood came,andtook them all away; soshall alsothecoming of
theSonof manbe’ (Matthew24:37-39).

There will comea generation that will be the final onebefore the judgment of God
falls, justaswasthegeneration to which Noah wascommandedto preach. Thatwasa
timewhen God ‘spared not theold world, butsavedNoahtheeighthperson,apreacher
of righteousness,bringingin theflood upontheworld of theungodly’ (2 Peter2:5).
In Genesis it is statedthat ‘God lookedupontheearth,and,behold,it wascorrupt;for

all fleshhad corrupted his way uponthe earth. And God said unto Noah,The end of
all fleshis come before Me; for the earth is fill ed with violence through them; and,
behold,I wil l destroy themwith theearth’ (Genesis6:12-13).

There is li ttle doubt that Noahwarnedthat last generation of the coming judgment
both by his preaching andby his building of theark. Petertells usthatNoahpreached
in the Spirit of Christ. ‘For Christ also hath oncesuffered for sins, the just for the
unjust,that hemight bring usto God,beingput to death in theflesh,but quickenedby
the Spirit: by which also He went and preached unto the spirits in prison; which
sometime were disobedient, whenoncethelongsuffering of God waitedin thedaysof
Noah, while the ark wasa preparing, wherein few, that is, eight soulsweresavedby
water’ (1 Peter 3:18-20).

ThusChrist, through Noah, warned of coming judgment in just the same way asHe
Himself warnedof the judgment coming uponJerusalem.‘And whenHe was come
near, Hebeheldthecity, andweptover it, saying,If thouhadstknown,even thou,at least
in this thy day, thethingswhichbelong unto thy peace!butnow they arehid from thine
eyes. For the daysshall come upon thee,that thine enemiesshall cast a trench about
thee,and compasstheeround, and keeptheein on everyside,and shall lay theeeven
with theground, andthy childrenwithin thee;andtheyshallnot leave in thee onestone
upon another;because thou knewest not thetime of thy visitation’ (Luke19:41-44).
Surely we may expect theservantsof Godin thelastgeneration to follow in thesteps

of Christ and His servantNoah!
I was madeto think of Noah and his circumstancesasI listened to a Christian friend

pray for theUnitedKingdomthatGodwouldsendamighty revival thatwould turn the
whole land back to Him.

Thinking uponthis request, I pondered the fact that we are surroundedby an ever-
increasing tide of apostasy. What arecalled the ‘main’ churcheshaveabandonedall
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semblance to Bible religion and have embraced wicked doctrinesto a degree never
before witnessedin thehistoryof Christendom.
Furthermore, theremnant of truebelievers has never beensmaller or weaker.
This being so,it does seemlikely that we cannotbefar removed from thedaysof that

lastgeneration andthemanifestationof theantichristandtheSaviour’sreturn to earth
to destroy him andestablishHis own Mi llennial Kingdom.
That raisesthequestionthen:Is it thewill of God for God’speoplein thecloseof this

ageto pray for revival?
If we are to havedayslike thoseof Noahreoccur just before thereturnof Christ,then

wil l notbelievers in thatgenerationknow, asdid Noahandhis fellow believers,thatthe
wrath of Godwasaboutto fall andHis purposewasnotoneof revival butoneof ‘ taking
vengeance on themthatknow not God,and thatobeynot thegospelof our Lord Jesus
Christ: who shall be punishedwith everlasting destructionfrom the presenceof the
Lord, andfromtheglory of His power; whenHeshallcometo beglorified in His saints,
andto beadmiredin all them thatbelieve’? (2 Thessalonians1:8-10).
Thepurposeof thepropheticrevelationgivento usin theBible is to impart to us just

suchinformation. That is what Paul said to the Thessalonianbelievers. ‘But of the
timesandtheseasons,brethren,ye have no needthat I write unto you. For yourselves
know perfectly thattheday of theLord socometh asa thief in thenight. Forwhenthey
shall say, Peace andsafety; then sudden destruction cometh uponthem,astravail upon
a woman with child; andthey shall not escape. But ye, brethren,are not in darkness,
that that day should overtakeyou asa thief. Ye are all the children of light, and the
childrenof theday:we are not of thenight, nor of darkness.Therefore let usnot sleep,
asdo others; but let uswatch andbesober’(1 Thessalonians5:1-6).

This presupposesthat the last generationof believerswill know that theyare the last
generation. TheDay of theLord will comeasa ‘thief in thenight’ asfar asthewicked
are concerned but not for thosewho are ‘the childrenof light, andthe childrenof the
day’ and who are taughtin the prophetic Scripturesaswere the Thessalonians. Paul
wrote these words to the church at Thessalonica. ‘Let no man deceive you by any
means:for that dayshallnot come,excepttherecomea falling away first, andthat man
of sinberevealed,thesonof perdition;whoopposeth andexalteth himselfaboveall that
is called God, or that is worshipped;so that he as God sitteth in the templeof God,
shewing himself thatheis God.Rememberye not, that,whenI wasyet with you, I told
you thesethings?’(2 Thessalonians2:3-5).

During his brief stay amongstthat peoplehe taught them the truth of God regarding
the manifestation of the antichrist in the temple of God. This he emphasisedby the
question: ‘Rememberye not, that,whenI wasyet with you, I told you thesethings?’
This fi rstgeneration of theChristianerawastaughtaboutthesignsof thetimeand the

evidencesof thenearapproachof theLord’s return. How muchmoreit is to bethecase
that thefinal generationwill befoundto possesssuchknowledge!

WATCHING AND WAITING 195

913_W&W_Jan-Mar_15:-  4/11/14  14:35  Page 4



196 WATCHING AND WAITING

PleasedonotmisunderstandwhatI am saying. Doubtless,Noah prayedduringhis life
and ministry and that for the blessingof God to fall upon thosewho listenedto his
preaching. He would have prayed for his family and for the families of fellow
believers. I havelittle doubtthat it washighly likely that therewereconvertsunderhis
ministry but natural death had removed them from the earth before the flood came.
Prayer would undoubtedly have been a part of this godly man’s life. However, he
would not have prayedin direct opposition to what theLord hadrevealedto him was
goingto takeplace.Hewouldnotbuild anark in obedienceto God’sspecific directions
andat thesame time prayfor an outpouringof theSpirit of God anda great revival to
begrantedand thatgenerationbesaved,whichGodhad specifically saidHewasgoing
to visit with judgment becauseof their sins.
Remember whattheLord hadsaid of thatgeneration. ‘And GodsaiduntoNoah, The

endof all flesh is comebefore Me; for the earth is filled with violencethroughthem;
and,behold, I will destroythem with the earth. Make theean ark of gopherwood;
roomsshalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch’
(Genesis6:13-14).

Noah believedGodwhen He said thatHe wasgoing to destroy theworld by a flood
andacted andprayed accordingly. ‘By faith Noah, beingwarnedof Godof thingsnot
seen asyet, movedwith fear, prepared anark to thesaving of his house;by thewhich
he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousnesswhich is by faith’
(Hebrews 11:7). Believing and fearing the Lord, Noah could not have prayed for
revival in opposition to God’srevealedwill andat thesametime obeyed Godandbuilt
the ark and warned men of coming judgment. This would entail a tangle of
contradictions.
A very clear il lustration of this truth,or perhaps I shouldspeak of it asa forerunner of

thesituation thatof which believerswill find themselves part in the lastgeneration of
this age, is thesituation in which Jeremiah foundhimself.

Hear what theLord saidto him. ‘Therefore pray not thoufor this people,neither lift
up cry nor prayer for them,neither make intercessionto Me: for I will not hear thee’
(Jeremiah7:16). ‘Thereforepraynot thoufor thispeople,neitherlift upacry or prayer
for them: for I will not hear them in the time that they cry unto Me for their trouble’
(Jeremiah 11:14). ‘Then said the LORD unto me, Pray not for this peoplefor their
good’(Jeremiah14:11).
Godwould not hearprayer for thegeneration to which Jeremiahwitnessed.Thatdid

not mean He did not hear prayer for individualsin thatgeneration. Thegreatexample
of this is the conversion of Manasseh. ‘And the LORD spakeby His servants the
prophets, saying, BecauseManasseh king of Judahhathdonetheseabominations,and
hath donewickedly aboveall that theAmoritesdid, which werebefore him, and hath
madeJudahalso to sin with his idols: Therefore thussaith the LORD God of Israel,
Behold, I ambringing suchevil uponJerusalemandJudah,thatwhosoeverhearethof
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it, both his ears shall tingle. And I will stretch overJerusalem theline of Samaria,and
theplummet of thehouseof Ahab:andI will wipe Jerusalemasa manwipetha dish,
wiping it, and turning it upside down. And I will forsake the remnant of mine
inheritance, anddeliver them into the handof their enemies; andthey shall becomea
preyandaspoil to all theirenemies;becausetheyhavedonethatwhichwasevil in My
sight, and have provokedMe to anger, since the day their fatherscameforth out of
Egypt,evenunto this day’ (2 Kings 21:10-15).
‘So Manasseh madeJudahandtheinhabitantsof Jerusalem to err, andto doworsethan

the heathen,whom the LORD had destroyed beforethe children of Israel. And the
LORD spaketo Manasseh,andto his people: but theywould not hearken. Wherefore
theLORD broughtuponthemthecaptainsof thehostof theking of Assyria,whichtook
Manasseh among the thorns,and boundhim with fetters, andcarriedhim to Babylon.
And when hewasin affliction, hebesoughtthe LORD his God,and humbledhimself
greatly before the God of his fathers, andprayedunto Him: andhe wasentreatedof
Him, and heard his supplication, andbroughthim again to Jerusaleminto his kingdom.
Then Manasseh knewthat theLORD He wasGod’ (2 Chronicles33:9-13).

Manasseh,the manwho led the nationinto great wickedness, wasconvertedby the
grace of Godbut thegeneration whomhe led andwho refusedto hearken to theLord
or takeany noteof Manasseh’sconversion, wasdoomedandtheLord refused to hear
anyprayers on their behalf.
As well asthecaseof Manasseh,there wasthecaseof Josiah and theblessinghe saw

in his day. As a resultof reading the long-neglectedWord of God,Josiahdiscovered
thatthewrath of Godresteduponthenation. He wastold by theLord whatwasgoing
to happen. ‘ThussaiththeLORD, Behold, I will bring evil uponthis place, andupon
theinhabitantsthereof,evenall thecurses that are written in thebookwhich theyhave
readbefore theking of Judah: becausetheyhaveforsakenme,andhaveburnedincense
untoother gods,thattheymightprovokeMe to angerwith all theworksof their hands;
thereforeMy wrath shallbepoured outuponthisplace,andshallnotbequenched.And
asfor thekingof Judah, whosentyouto enquireof theLORD,soshallyesayuntohim,
Thus saith the LORD God of Israel concerning the words which thou hast heard;
Becausethineheartwastender, and thoudidsthumblethyself beforeGod,whenthou
heardest His words against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof, and
humbledstthyself before Me, and didst rendthy clothes,andweepbeforeMe; I have
evenheard theealso,saiththeLORD. Behold, I will gathertheeto thy fathers,andthou
shalt begatheredto thy gravein peace,neithershall thineeyesseeall theevil thatI will
bring uponthis place,and uponthe inhabitantsof thesame. Sotheybroughttheking
word again’ (2 Chronicles 34:24-28).
Therewasundoubtedlyagreatmeasureof blessing,of revivalandreformation but the

judgmentbroughton by thewickednessof Manassehand his generationremainedand
wasstill goingto bejudgedafter thedeathof Josiah.
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Thesecircumstanceswill berepeatedin thedaysof thelastgeneration.Therewill be
the conversions of the Manassehs and the Josiahs, the localised visitations of mercy
amongstGod’s flock asan ongoingmanifestation of thesovereign graceof God;of that
I amsure, but suchwill betheexceptions. Judgment will notbeforestalledor delayed.
It will fall as God haspurposed.
Thesefactsserveto bringhometo usthatit is sonecessaryfor God’speopleto rightly

divide theWord of Godandsounderstand thesignsof thetimesin whichwe live. It is
throughGod’s Word that the final generationof believers in this agewil l know of the
approach of theendand what it is we shouldbepraying for and expectingtheLord to
do. It is only by studyingthepropheticscripturesandbeinginformedof God’swill that
we will be saved from praying and hoping vainly for revival when it is clearly the
purposeand mind of Godto bring downman’srebellion and apostasyby judgment.

Consider theseScriptures. ‘Blow ye the trumpetin Zion, andsoundanalarm in My
holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the LORD
cometh, for it is nigh at hand’ (Joel2:1). ‘Now learn a parable of thefig tree;When
his branch is yet tender,and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summeris nigh: So
likewise ye, when ye shall see all thesethings, know that it is near, even at the
doors. Verily I sayunto you, This generation (Greek - nation) shall not pass,till all
thesethingsbefulfi lled. Heaven andearth shallpassaway,butMy wordsshallnot pass
away’ (Matthew 24:32-35). ‘Now learn a parable of the fig tree;Whenher branchis
yet tender, andputteth forth leaves,yeknowthatsummer is near:So yein like manner,
when yeshall seethesethingscometo pass,know that it is nigh, evenat the doors.
Verily I sayunto you, that this generation (Greek- nation) shall not pass,till all these
thingsbedone. Heavenandearth shallpassaway: but My wordsshallnot passaway’
(Mark 13:28-31). ‘A nd He spaketo thema parable;Behold the fig tree,andall the
trees; When they now shootforth, ye seeandknow of your own selvesthatsummer is
nownighathand. Solikewiseye, whenyesee thesethingscometo pass,knowye that
the kingdomof God is nigh at hand.Verily I sayunto you, This generation (Greek -
nation) shall not passaway, till all befulfilled. Heavenand earthshallpassaway: but
My wordsshall notpassaway. And takeheedto yourselves,lestatany timeyourhearts
beoverchargedwith surfeiting,anddrunkenness,andcares of this life, andsothatday
comeuponyou unawares. For asa snare shall it comeon all themthat dwell on the
faceof thewholeearth. Watchyetherefore,andprayalways,that yemaybeaccounted
worthy to escapeall thesethingsthatshallcometo pass,and to stand beforetheSonof
man’ (Luke 21:29-36).
Wearecalleduponto watchfor thesignsof theapproachof theday. But is it notsadly

truethat Christendomlargely slumbers andsleepsandis unaware of thetruecharacter
of themoral andspiritual developmentsall aroundus?

There is a greatneedfor the people of God to hear heaven’s cry: ‘And at midnight
therewasacry made, Behold,thebridegroomcometh;goyeout to meet him’ (Matthew
25:6). For that to happenthere is a needof a raceof Noahs,ready to inform andwarn
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boththeworld andtheChurchof theapproaching judgment.
May theLord raiseup sucha witnessfor themakingreadyof thepeopleof God for

thecoming of theLord.
_____________________________________________________________________

Israel’sUniquePunishment
By David Baron

(This is thefourth chapterof thebookentitled,‘A DivineForecastof JewishHistory’
byMr Baron(1855-1926). Thefirst threechapterswereincludedin thepreviousissues
of our magazine).

‘Jehovah shall scatter you among the nations’
(Deuteronomy 4:27)

But 1 come now to the next point in the Divine forecast,viz. the uniquenessof the
punishmentwhich wasto comeuponIsrael.

First of all , they wereto perish from off the land of which they were about to take
possession:andwe all know that for ages the Jews have beencastout of their land,
which hasall that time remained desolate; andthat,asa matterof fact, theyhavenow
beenmuchlongeroutof thelandthantheyeverwerein it. Fora longtimenoJeweven
dared to comewithin sight of Jerusalem onpainof death; andthevery nameof thecity
hadbeen changedby pagan emperorsasa sign of its utter subjugationto theGentiles.
‘Ye shall bedestroyedfrom off theland.’

In the providenceof God in these latter days,andas a sign of the times,we seea
movement again eastward,and largenumbersarefinding their way backto thelandof
their fathers, in anticipation of the awful events which are to follow. But there was
something more, somethingup to that time altogetheroutside the experienceof
mankind– ‘Jehovahshall scatterthee;’ or, to usethelanguageof a laterprophet,‘Lo, I
will command and I will sift (literally, 1 will shake, I will toss) the houseof Israel
amongall nations,like as corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not theleastgrain fall upon
the earth.’ This also,my friends,which was oncea subject of prophecy (Amos 9) is
now a mostunmistakableandundeniable factof history.
What isprophecy? Prophecy in its predictiveaspectis history writtenin advance, even

as history when properlyunderstoodis prophecyfulfilled. Therearestill unfulfilled
prophecies in this Book. Whentheyall shall befulfilled, historyshallcease,andtime
shall beno more. Oh that thosewho doubtthe inspiration of this blessedBook would
study theseancientprophecies,uttered thousandsof yearsago,andcomparethem with
what they canactually see goingon before their eyes! ‘1 will tossthehouseof Israel
amongall nations’ (Amos9:9). ‘Amongthesenationsthoushaltfind no ease,neither
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shall the sole of thy foot haverest’ (Deuteronomy28:65). ‘They shall be wanderers
amongthenations’ (Hosea9:17). And asthemouthof Jehovahhadspoken,so it has
been. There is but one peopleon the face of the earth to whom the term Diaspora
applies;andfor centuries and centuries Israel has beenthe tribe of thewanderingfoot
andweary breast. Therearetwo facts in connection with the dispersionwhich make
the dispersion itself all the morewonderful. Oneis the long continuanceof it. It is
oftenoverlooked thatthescattering of theJewscommencedlongbeforethedestruction
of theSecondTemple;andthatalreadylong beforethetime of Christ there weremore
Jews in thedispersion thanin Palestine.
Thereare two stagesin thedispersionof Israel consequentuponthetwo stagesof their

apostasy. Thefi rststagebeganwith theBabyloniancaptivity. Thetimesof theGentiles
commenced with Nebuchadnezzar, not with Titus; and the primary causeof the.
dispersion,evenasforeseen by Moses and theprophets,was idolatry.

What is idolatry? Idolatry is alienationof the heart from God. This was the great
causeof all thecalamitieswhichhavecomeuponIsrael. Andbecausetheheartof Israel
was already alienatedfrom thetrueand living God, therefore,whenin processof time
Christ came, who wasthe very ‘image’ and likenessof the invisible God, poor Israel
rejectedHim too. Thenit wasthat thesecondchapterin thewoeful annalsof Israel’s
dispersioncommenced.

This was a natural thoughterrible stepin the sequenceof the nationalapostasy; but
thefi rstawful stepwaswhen Israel forsookthetrueandliving Godandturnedto idols.
And it was then,with the destructionof the First Temple, and with the Babylonian

captivi ty, that thelongperiodof Israel’s subjugationto theyokeof Gentile power,and
their dispersion amongthenations,commenced. And theBabylonianperiod, in a very
important sense, stil l continues; for, althougha comparative handful returnedafter the
seventy years’ captivity, andgreat eventshavetranspired, andcertain foretoldpurposes
of Godin relation to theJews and theGentileshavebeencarried out, it remains a fact
that since the sceptrewas finally plucked out of the handsof the houseof David by
Nebuchadnezzar, Israel hasremainedin dispersion: there hasbeen no restoration of
their independence, no re-establishment of the Davidic throne; and Jerusalemhas
continuedmore or lessto be troddendown of theGentiles,and will continueto beso
until ‘ the times of the Gentiles’ – the period during which governmental power is
entrusted to theGentiles- is fulfille d.

The second great fact in connection with the dispersion is its universality. It is
literally ‘amongall thenationsfrom oneend of theearth evenunto theother;’ andDr
Keith truly observedthat ‘if the simple fact of Israel’s dispersion is oneof the most
astounding events in history, the extentand remotenessof the countrieswhich have
been thesceneof it are perhapsmoreremarkablestill.’ Go from oneendof the earth
to theother,youwill always find theJew.‘NumerousastheJewish communitiesare in
Eastern Europe,’writes a prominentJewin a recently publishedwork, ‘numerousas
theyalsoare in NorthAmerica,neither oneregionnor theother musteclipsefrom our
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sight the existenceof countlessother Coloniesin all parts of the world. In every
country of Europe,in North andSouthAfrica, in mostof the countriesof Asia from
Palestineto Japan,in mostof thepopulouscountries of Australasia,andin manyof the
newly-developedstatesin SouthAmerica, therearecommunities,in compactmassesor
meagre clusters, which still preservein varying decreea lif e distinct from that which
surroundsthem - treasuring the laws of Mount Sinai and hallowing the customsof
ancient Judea. In the swarmingGhettosof Poland,wherepiety, pathos,andpoverty
commingle; in the fashionablesuburbsof Paris and New York, Vienna and London,
redolentof wealth andculture; in theancientcities of Jerusalemand Damascus,Rome
andAlexandria,andin themodern cities of Johannesburgand BuenosAyres,Montreal
andMelbourne;on thebanksof theRhine,theGanges, and theMissouri,and beneath
the mountain rangesof the Andes, the Alps, and the Himalayas; in the steppes of
Siberia, the cave-dwellings of Tripoli, andthe backwoodsof Australia,in the mining
campsof theTransvaalandtheprairies of theArgentine:in all thesediversecentresof
civil isation, old andnew, great andsmall, refinedand rude,scattered promiscuously
over the face of the earth, the prayers of ‘ the chosenpeople’are still utteredin the
languageof thePsalms,andthememoryof theancestraldeedsof glory andmartyrdom
is cherished with pride andcelebratedwith theritesof hoarytradition’ (JewishLife in
ModernTimesby IsraelCohen).

Another point foretold by Moses was, that during the dispersion the Jewishpeople
would greatly diminish in number. ‘And ye shall be left few in numberamongthe
nationswhitherJehovahshall lead you’ (Deuteronomy4:27). This is very important to
be borne in mind; for therehas beena tendencyof late, on the part of even earnest-
mindedbut misguidedChristians,to misinterpret andmisapplycertainpassages which
speak of theincreaseandmultiplicity of theJewish people,sothat theyshallbe‘as the
sand of the sea,’ and ‘as the stars of heaven.’ By overlooking the fact that those
passages refer to the future, and will yet be literally fulfilled in Israel, after their
restoration and conversion; suchhave arguedthat since the Scripturesspeak of the
multiplicity of the seedof Israel, andof their beinga great andmighty nation,andas
the Jews at the presentday are comparatively a small peoplewhile the British are
numerousandmighty, therefore the Jews are not Israelites,but the British are! But I
am not going to enter here on the so-called ‘I dentity’ question,beyond merely
remarking by the way that it is clear from God’s Word that during the periodof their
apostasyandtheir consequent banishment fromtheir land,theywereto becomereduced
to few in number,andthat wemustnotseekto identify Israel with anyonenation,since
theyare to bescatteredamongall nations.
But yet, thoughpersecuted,thoughtossedaboutamongthenations,thoughreducedto

‘f ew in number,’ Israelexists. How wonderful is thefact of thecontinued existenceof
thispeople! Therehasbeen no force, no influence, whichmightbesupposed to tend to
the utter extermination of a people, which was not broughtto bear upon the Jewish
people with tremendous severity for manycenturies.
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I need not remind you that there are no thanksdue to the Gentile nations- and
especially not to Christendom- that there is suchabeingasaJew left on thefaceof the
earth. In whateverelsethenationsof theearthweredisagreed,theywereatonein this.
To usethelanguageof Psalm 83, theysaid:‘Come;andlet uscut themoff from being
a nation; that the nameof Israel may be no more in remembrance.’ What Sir Walter
Scott says of the experience of the Jews in this country at an early stageof English
history, is trueof theexperience of Israel for centuries in thewholeof Christendom.

‘Except, perhaps,theflying fish’ hewrites in his ‘Ivanhoe,’‘there is no race existing
in the earth, or the air, or the waters, who were the objects of suchan unremitting,
general, and relentlesspersecution as the Jewsof this period. Upon the slightest and
most unreasonablepretences, as well as upon accusations the most absurd and
groundless,their personsandproperty wereexposedat every turn of popularfury; for
Norman, Saxon, Dane,andBriton, however adversethe races wereeachto the other,
contended which shouldlook with thegreatest detestationupon a peoplewhomit was
accounteda mark of religion to hate,to despise,to revile,andto persecute.’
‘Theattemptto extirpatethem’saidLord Beaconsfleld,‘hasbeenmadeunder themost

favourable auspicesand on the largest scale; the most considerable meansthat man
could command havebeen pertinaciously appliedto this object for the longestperiod
of recorded time. Egyptian Pharaohs,Assyrian kings,Romanemperors,Scandinavian
crusaders,Gothic princes,andholy inquisitors,havealike devotedtheir energiesto the
fulfil lmentof this commonpurpose. Expatriation,exile, captivity, confiscation,torture
on themost ingenious,andmassacre on themostextensivescale, a curioussystemof
degrading customs and debasinglaws which would have broken the heart of another
people, havebeentried, and in vain. The Jews, after all this havoc, probablymore
numerousat this date than they wereduring the reignof Solomonthewise, arefound
in all lands,and prosperingin most.’
Need I remind you in greaterdetail of thelongcatalogueof spoliations,banishments,

and massacres which this people endured for many centuries? Yet here they are, a
separate andgrowingly influential nation;andno forceunderheavenseemscapable of
moving this peopleout of existence. How is it? Whatpower is it thatfor centurieshas
kept up this standing miracle amongthe nations? It was theAlmighty handof Him
Whoseomnisciencefirst of all foretold thatsoit would be!

‘There is a river in the ocean,’writes an Americanwriter; ‘in theseverestdroughtsit
never fails, and in the mightiestfloods it neveroverflows. The Gulf of Mexico is its
fountain, and itsmouthis in theArctic seas. It is theGulf Stream. There is in theworld
no othersuch majesticflow of waters. Its current is morerapid thantheMississippi or
theAmazon,andits volumemore thana thousandtimesgreater. Its waters, asfar out
from theGulf astheCarolinacoasts,areof an indigoblue; theyaresodistinctly marked
that their lineof junctionwith thecommonsea water may betracedby theeye.
‘Oftenone-half of a vessel may beperceived floating in Gulf Stream water, while the

other half is in commonwater of the sea, so sharp is the line and suchthe want of
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affinity between thosewaters,andsuch,too, thereluctance, soto speak,on thepart of
thoseof theGulf Streamto minglewith thecommonwaterof thesea.

‘This curious phenomenonin the physical world has its counterpart in the moral.
There is a lonely river in the midst of the ocean of mankind. The mightiestfloods of
human temptation havenever causedit to overflow, and the fiercest fires of human
cruelty, thoughseventimesheated, havenevercausedit to dry up. Its fountainis in the
greydawn of theworld’s history,andits mouthis somewherein theshadowsof eternity.
It, too, refuses to mingle with the surrounding waves,and the line which divides its
restlessbillowsfrom thecommonwatersof humanityis alsoplainly visible to theeye.
It is theJewishrace.’

If, whentravelling on board a vessel crossingtheocean,you took a handfulof water
andscattered it on thesea - if thedropsof water, asthey fell from your hand,instead
of becoming immediatelyabsorbed in theocean,continuedto standout separatelyand
prominently on its surface,what would you say?
This is what hashappened to Israel.After all, theyare a mere handfulscattered on the

great ocean of humanity; but insteadof beingabsorbedin theocean,asweshouldhave
expected, judging from analogyas to what hashappenedto otherexpatriatednations,
theJews,afterbeing in such aconditionfor millenniums,continueto existasaseparate
nation – ‘a peopledwelling alone. and not reckonedamong the nations.’ Truly this
miracle is kept up only by thepower of God.
_____________________________________________________________________

TheEnd of thePilgrimage
Notes on Songof Solomon 8:5-7

By Benjamin Wills Newton

‘Who is this that comethup from thewilderness,leaninguponher beloved?I raised
theeupunder theappletree:there thymotherbroughttheeforth: thereshebroughtthee
forth that barethee. Set measa seal uponThine heart,asa sealuponThinearm: for
loveis asstrongasdeath; jealousyis cruel asthegrave:thecoalsthereof are coalsof
fire, whichhath a mostvehement flame. Manywaterscannotquenchlove,neithercan
thefloodsdrownit: if amanwouldgiveall thesubstanceof hishousefor love,it would
utterly beconsumed.’

Theseverses (5-7) direct our minds to the end of all the wildernessexperiencesof
believers in Jesus.Theyarebroughtreally andtruly into thelandof glory asfaith views
the blessingknown in Christ; thoughnecessarily,as regardsoutward circumstances,
brought the moment they believe into a ‘wilderness’ – surrounded with sorrows,
confl ict, trials – andthis is theplaceof herwho is spokenof in this Song;but now she
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had come to the end of her sojourn, looking back on it all as past. She had been
honoured! Christ had had communionwith her in her service, but she thinks here
neitherof her failurenor hersuccesses, but of herself asoneready to faint, andstrong
only as leaning on Another’s arm (verse 5). That you seewas her condition. And
whatever our pastexperience maybe– even if thatof Paul or John– yet at theclose,
when we quit thesecircumstancesto enterinto newscenes which practically we do not
know, we should feel ourselves strangers,exceptthatwe know Him Who will bring us
into thesescenesandstrengthen usfor them. It wasin weakness,utterweaknessthat
Hefi rst foundher,asis said(8:5), ‘I raisedtheeupundertheapple-tree;’ not in thecity;
not in thepalace;but ‘without thegate,’asthosewhoarebornoutcastsin awilderness.
There too Gracechooses us; there Grace findsus;and thereit will sustainandnot fail
usat thelast.
‘Set measa sealuponThineheart,asa seal uponThinearm’ (verse6). The‘heart’ is

theplaceof affection; the‘arm’ of strength. The‘seal’ is thegreatsignof certainty;and
wasnot this thecharacter of His love to her? If for onemoment shesuspectedthatlove
hadnot been faithful, ‘jealousywould becruel as thegrave, etc.’

Verse7 hasthecharacterof Divine love. ‘Many waterscannotquench it.’ Consider
themanywaters throughwhich Christ’s love has passed! Can you measurethedepths
of Hissufferingswhen Hesaid,‘The watersarecomein evenuntoMy soul.’ ‘M y God,
My God, why hastThou forsaken Me?’ And asto thepreciousnessof it, it cannever
bepurchased! Love is spontaneous. Free, undeserved, unmeritedloveis thatto which
wearebroughtthemomentwebelieve. Therefore, shallwenot in seasonsof weakness
cast ourselvesonit altogether? Whateverwemay knowof circumstancesor of ourown
hearts that causessuspicionor sorrow, questioningor doubt; this is the only way in
which thesethingscanbemet.

Now this it is that often at the closegilds the hour of departure to be with Christ:
simply becauseevery feeling aboutour service, our testimony,etc., is gone. Christ
aloneis beforethesoul. Thuswe enterour final rest – ‘leaning on theBeloved.’
_____________________________________________________________________

Ind ividual Gifts
By Benjamin Wills Newton

Theposition of Nehemiahis very striking andinstructiveto us,ashavingno outward
manifested power or authority from God, not even the commissionof a prophet to
encouragehim. If askedfor his credentials, hewasneither a priestnor of the lineage
of David. Israel’s weakness was so great that God could not manifestly identify
Himself with their ruinedcondition,andyet Nehemiah was ablein faith confidently to
say that God fought for them! He might, in the king's palace, have attendedto his
religion individually, but he felt himself connected with theTemple and the Landand
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his people; and estimatingthe valueof theseties, he went in faith on God’s blessing
being with him.
Then asto thework. Therewasonly oneargumentsoto speak,whichNehemiahcould

useto engageothers to join with him, viz., that ‘ thegoodhandof God wasuponhim,’
andthatHe would prosper him - for it wasGod’s work hewasdoing- anappealwhich
conscience alonecould recognise. All who ownedthis at onceset themselvesto the
work, andimmediatelyoppositionbegan(Nehemiah2:19). Thevery necessityof the
caseprovidedeachwith somethingto do. Nehemiahhad no authorityto appoint. The
desire which eachhadto work soonenabledthem to discover whatwasmostsuitedto
each. Everything truly dependedon order; but the order which followed from each
attachinghimself to thatfor whichhefelt mostfittedwasGod’sorder, notNéhemiah’s.
This makes a greatdifference. Onewho wasstrongenoughto bear the burdens put
himself to that, andsoon- bothmenandwomen- theonly necessary qualificationwas,
theirbeingJews; thosewhohadaportionandaright andamemorial in Jerusalem.The
principle of action was, that theyhada mind to thework andestimatedits importance.
Justsois it now. Thecharacterof thepresent hourof weaknesspreventsanyplaceof

authoritative power or rule beingtaken - anythinglike appointment - theonly hopeof
carrying out in anymeasureGod’s mind or principlesin thepresentstate of ruin being,
by thosewhohaveamindto work addictingthemselvesto theministrationof thesaints;
their desire leading them to seek to know that for which they are most fit ted and
attaching themselves to it, and others owning them because recognisingin their
consciencesGod’sorder;thusbowingin thegift to thelordshipof Him Whogives it as
He will, each seekingto helptheotherin their differentspheresof labour.

Very soon,if this principle were soughtin anymeasureof weaknessto beactedon -
each fall ing into his or her own placein the body - order must result;but it would be
God’sorder in His gifts, not man’sorderby appointment.The greatcontrastbetween
the systems of man and God’s order is, that in the great systemsof man, all the
responsibili ty, action, etc. dependon the few appointedones. If they are removed
others are immediately put in their room, and thus it is preserved:whereas in God’s
order, each supplies a portion, occupiesa place, contributessomethingeither to the
strength or comelinessof the whole. Every stonehasa niche in the building; every
member a function in the body, so that everything would be imperfect if one were
lacking.
And first, they hadto removeaheap of rubbishbefore theycouldbegin to build. This

wasvery tedious;still it mustbedone. Truth hashadcontinuallyin every revival to be
thuscleared from an immensityof error. This is mostneedful to beremembered,that
we may not getdiscouragedbecausewe find a mingling of ‘the preciouswith thevile.’
EvenJudahsaid,thereis much rubbishand the strengthof the bearersof burdens is
decayed, so that we are not able to build the wall (4:10), the natural temptation
suggested at such a time being, to give up on account of the obstacles;and Satan
earnestly seeks that. Therewasoppositionalsofromwithout in secretlytrying to upset
what they were doing; but Nehemiah’s confidencewasstill unbrokenin God; for the
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energy of the fleshwill give way when the Spirit’s powerleadsto a looking at God’s
might instead of at circumstances,andweareableto say,‘ If Godbefor us,whocanbe
against us?’ So he said, ‘Be not ye afraid of them; rememberthe Lord Who is great
andterrible,andfight for your brethren’ (4:14).

The most peculiar character of the faith of Nehemiah was therebeing no outward
manifestation of God’s presence with them - nothingof a miraculousnature- yet he
could recognise the samegreat and terrible power in their secret sustainment as
formerly worked in a supernatural way: and it is here the analogy is so striking with
ourselves.
Thentheyhadto continuetheir work, holding in onehandtheirweaponwhile with the

othertheylaboured,sotheirprogresswasextremelyslow;yet thewall wentonandwas
built; each individual putting forth his energies even thoughapart onefrom the other.
And soit probably will bewith us. Wemustseekeachto actonourownresponsibility
to God,obedienceto Him leadingus to work, going on therefore in His strength, not
expecting aid from but rather trying to assistothers; not deterred by opposition but
rather anticipating it, being assured of its being the Lord’s work and therefore
continuing‘steadfast,unmoveable,always aboundingin thework of theLord,’ content
to leave results with Him, as knowingthecharacterof thepresentdispensation.
_____________________________________________________________________

Called Home
Ian Richard Kyl e Paisley, the well-known minister of the Martyrs’ Memorial Free
Presbyterian Churchin Belfast for many years,passed away on 12thSeptember,2014,
age88. He wasconvertedat the ageof six at a children’s meeting wherehis mother
hadspoken. During theearly years of his ministry, hebecameknownasan outspoken
Protestant preacher. He was brought up in a home where the Word of God was
honoured, andhis fatherused to speak for theSovereignGraceAdventTestimony. On
thecentenary of Mr B W Newton’s passing,Mr Paisley agreed to speakon thelife and
testimony of the nineteenth century Bible teacher, but ill-health preventedhim. His
script, however, wasprinted under the title, ‘Benjamin Wills Newton– Maligned but
Magnificent.’ Thepublicationis still availablefrom ourselves.

______________________________

Replacement Theology: This is the title of a 14 page booklet,plus cover, recently
published by the SovereignGrace Advent Testimony. The committeeconsideredthat
thesubject had to beaddressed asthetheory appears to bequitepopularin thesedays.
Thearticle wasoriginally included in theOctober, 2013issueof WatchingandWaiting,
but it has been revisedandenlarged slightly. Copiesare availablefrom usat 30p each
with reductionson larger quantities.

S.GA.T. Meetings: Meetings of the Sovereign Grace AdventTestimonyhave been
arranged,God will ing, during2015andthe themefor theyearis ‘Studies in theBook
of Daniel.’ TheLord Jesusclearly statedthat this bookshouldbereadandunderstood,
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yet sadly, it seemsthat in thesedaysit is a muchneglected part of Holy Scripture. We
trustthat friendswill beinterestedin thischosentheme, andwewould like to seeothers
come to our meetings, which we expect to hold on the fourth Friday of each month
except August and December. The Spring Conferenceis in April and the Autumn
Conferencein September,whenwe have afternoonmeetingsat 4.pm.in addition to the
usualevening meetings. All evening meetingsare at 7.pm. Details of the meetings
arranged for thepresentquarter are given on theback page,and so thatyou caninsert
thedatesin your diary and arrangeto bepresent,we would mention thatthesuggested
programmeis dueto be asfollows:
April 24 (Af t) Daniel4 TheProudHumbled. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JohnDouglas

(Even) Daniel5 TheFall of Babylon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JohnDouglas
May 22 Daniel6 In theLions’ Den . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ian Shaw
June26 Daniel7 TheFourWild Beasts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Paul Toms
July 24 Daniel8 TheRam and theHe Goat . . . . . . . . . .Martin Humphrey
September 25 (Af t) Daniel 9 TheProphetat Prayer

andtheSeventy Weeks....JohnDouglas
(Even) Daniel10 TheGreat Spiritual Battle for Israel . . . . . JohnDouglas

October 23 Daniel11 TheLastGreat Vision . . . . . . . . . . . . . . DavidMcMillan
November 27 Daniel12 TheEpilogueof VisionandBook. . . . RichardMonteith

Recorded Messages:During 2013 and 2014, the themeat our meetingshas been
‘What we Believe.’ The differentsubjectsand speakers were – TheTrinity (StephenA
Toms); TheFull Inspiration of theScriptures(PaulToms);ThePersonandWork of the
Lord Jesus (Ian Shaw);God’s Work in Conversion (GordonDane);God’s Work in
Sanctif ication andPreservation (GordonDane);Total Depravity (Ivan Foster); Heaven
andHell (Brian Green);TheApostasyof Israel andChristendom (StephenA Toms);
The Ten Kingdom Confederacy (John Douglas)’ The Reign of Antichrist (John
Douglas) The Revival of Babylon andBabylonianism(David McMillan), The Great
Tribulation (Richard Monteith); TheFirst Resurrection (David Park); TheMillennial
Church (StephenA Toms);TheDestructionof Antichrist (BrianMcClung); TheFuture
of Israel (JohnDouglas); The Millennium (JohnDouglas); The Final Judgment(Ian
Shaw); TheNewHeavensand theNewEarth (BrianGreen); Developmentsin theTen
Kingdoms(Martin Humphrey); The Apostasy (Ivan Foster); GodlessFederations
(Ivan Foster); Developmentsin the Middle East (Richard Monteith); The Rise of
Democracies andSocial Unrest(Paul Toms). Themessagescanbedownloaded from
the Sovereign GraceAdvent Testimonywebsite. For friends wishing to purchase
recordingsthepricesof thecassettesare£1.20eachandCDs£1.50each. Pricesinclude
postage. Themessagescanalsobeheardonwww.sermanaudio.comonourpagewhich
is,TheSovereign GraceAdventTestimony.

Other Meetings: The Council of the Sovereign GraceAdvent Testimonywould be
gladto have meetingsarranged in local churches andChristian fellowships. If you can
arrangefor a meeting on behalf of theTestimonyin your local assemblywe would be
gladto comeif that is at all practical.
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