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16 WATCHING AND WAITING

‘TheWord of the LORD cameexpress$y unto Ezekielthe priest,the son of Buzi,
in theland of the Chaldeansy theriver Chebar:andthe handof the LORD was
there uponhim.’

Ezekil 1:3.
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2 WATCHING AND WAITING

Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony
Manifesto

(With the commencementf a new volume,we take the opportunity to include the
Sovereign Grace Advent Tedimory manifesio which was drawn up at the
commencemerdf the Testimonyalmosta centuly ago. It hasnot beenaltered in any
way during subsequenyears. Needlesgo say, all the original convenos hawe been
takenfrom us, but we are thankful to the Lord for the heritage He enabkd themto
leave)

The corvenersof the SovereignGraceAdvent Tegdimony Meeings desre to makea
clearstattmentof their positionin relationto PROPHETICTRUTH, in thespirit of love
andhumility, recognisinghatwe only ‘know in part.’

We adhee to the principle of receivingthe Word of God, in its literal sen®, except
whete obviously figurative, andin soreceivingProphett Truth, emphassethefactthat
thisenhancesanddoesnotdiminish,experimentaknjoymenbf the Doctrineof Grace,
alsosolearned.

We, therefore affectionatelylay beforeyou the points on which our tedimony is, and
will be,united,andinvite ourreadergrayerfully to considerthesethings in subjecion
to theWord of God,andin dependenceponGodtheHoly Spirit.

1. We receivethe doctrineof the FREEAND SOVEREIGNGRACE OF GOD, viz:
(&) The Co EternityandCo Equality of the ThreePersonsn the OneGodhead.

(b) TheFull VerbalInspirationof the Scriptures.

(c) ThelncarnationSinlessnesgitonement,ResurrectiorandAscenson of God the
Son.

(d) The SubstitutionalObedienceandDeathof the Lord Jesu<Christ.

(e) The Election, Redemption,Regeneration Justification, Imputaton of Christ’s
Righteousnes$o, SanctificationandFinal Prervationof all the Saints

() TheTotal Depravityof all Mankind,andEntire Perversityfrom God of the Natural
Wiill.

(g) TheEternalLife of the RighteousandEternalPunishmenbf the Wicked.

2. TheNEAR APPRDACH of the RETURN of the LORD is our confidentHOPE.

3. His RETURNwe expectasPREMILLENNIAL, andfollowing:
(&) TheApostasyof IsraelandChristendom.

(b) TheTenKingdom Confederag.

(c) TheRevivalof BabylonandBabylonianism.

(d) TheReignof Antichrist.

(e) The GreatTribulation.

o
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4. ThePURPOSESf the Lord’s Comingwe believeto include:

(a) TheResurrectiorof all departedsaints andthe Glorification with themof theliving
Sains.

(b) The Destructionof the Antichrist - the Man of Sin - the Lawless One.

(c) The CorversionandRestoratiorof Israel.

(d) The GatheringOut of His Kingdom of ‘Al | thingsthatoffend.’

(e) The Reign over the Earth, and Manifestaton of the Kingdomin Righteousnes
Satanbeing boundandthe Earth's groanhushed.

(f) TheJudgmenof the GreatWhite Throne,at the End of the MillennialKingdom
(g) TheCreationof the New HeavensaandNew Eart after the Millennium

5. The SIGNSwhich we Discernof His NearApproachare:

(a) Therapidly increasingApostasyof Christendom with Lawlessnes.

(b) Worldwide Testinony of the Gospel,in orderto conplete the taking out from the
Gentilesa Peoplefor His Name(Acts 15:14).

(c) ThePromotionof Federationsinions,LeaguesandAlliances both Ecclesastical
Sodal, Commercial,Industrial, National, and Internatonal APART FROM God, His
ChristandHis Truth.

(d) The Reoganisatiorof the RomanEmpire,leadingto the TenKingdoms

(e) TheReopeningof the East,especiallyof Paksine, Meopotania, and Egypt, with
the Restorationof the Javs to Palestineas their ‘National Home,” in their coninued
unkelief.

(f) The Fall of AbsoluteMonarchiesand Spreadof Conditutional Government The
Riseof Democracywith SocialandIndustrialUnreg.

6. SPRITUAL APPREHENSIONof thesethings by the teachig of the Holy Spirit,
we deemto be ESSENTIALto a COMPLETETESTIMONY OF TRUTH, which wil
leadto practicalseparatiorirom worldly principles policies,andpleasires andto more
loyal devotion to the Lord’s service.

Absalom - A Type of The Antichrist
By StepherA Toms
(Thisisa summaryf a messaggivenat a SoereignGraceAdveniTesimonymeeing
heldin Londonon Friday, 23rd April, 2016. Themesagewas recordedand CDs and

cassete tapesare available; or it maybe dowrloadedfrom our webste).

Oursubjectis Absalomasatype of theantichristandheis avery interesing character.
Thereare quite a few chaptersabouthim in the Bible. He wasDavid’s third son. 2

o
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SamueB:2-3tellsusthatDavid's firstbornwasAmnon, his secaxd wasChiliab, andhis
third wasAbsalomthe sonof Maacah the daughterof Talmaiking of Geshur. Thatis
interesing asthe story of Absalomcommencesvith Amnon, althoughthereis a sense
in which thewhole episodestartedwith David's sin againsBathdieba. It wasthenthat
God stated that He would ‘raise up evil ... out of thine own hous’ and this most
certainly happened.

We readtheaccountin 2 Samuell3 of Amnonbeing atraciedto Tamar, who wasthe
sisterof Absalom,andwho is saidto befair (versel). Amnoncomnitted wickedness
with Tamar and this led to Absalom hating his elde$ brother. The hatred caused
Absabmto devisea schemavherebyAmnonwould be murderedandthecruelact was
cariedout. SoDavid's first sonwasmurderedat the commandof Absalom.

The secondsonof David was Chiliab, but we do not readanything else abouthim in
Scripture. Somecommentatorfiavesuggestethathediedin earlylife, andif this was
so0,Absabm would havebeenthe nextin line for thethrone. He would havebeenthe
eldestliving son.

We saw thatAbsalomwasthe sonof Maachahandshewasthe daugher of Talmai the
king of Geshur Mr B W Newton pointsoutin his excellentbook, ‘David, the King of
Israel thatthe only time we readof David goingto Geshuris in 1 Sanuel 27:8. That
wasa time whenDavid seemedinableto trustin the Lord, he wasso wearyof Sauls
animosity. In versel, it tellsusthatDavid said‘l shallnow perishonedayby thehand
of Saul' It was,of course,very difficult for David but he had beenanoined by God
(throughSamuel}o betheking of Israelsothathadto cometo pass It wasnot possible
for Saulto kill him but he could not seethat.

Goddoestry thefaith of His peopleandDavid experiencedhat It may not be easy
for usto believethat God will keepHis Word but He alwaysdoes— andpreciel.

David'sfearled him to goto Achish. It wasatthistime,thatheinvadedhe Gesurites
andit seemsvery probablehathethenmetMaachah.It would seenthatMaaclkahwas
very beautifulbut thatwould nothavebeensufficientreasorfor marriageandGod’slaw
prohibited David from enteringinto sucha union. Yet he took herandthis resutedin
their having bothAbsalomandTamar.

Whenwe cometo chapterl3,Absalomhadgrownto be aman Followingthemurder
of Amnon, he fled and verse 37 tells us that it wasto Talmai king of Gesur, his
mothers old home,andhe stayedtherefor threeyears.

Absabm had committeda terrible crime but David seemdo havebeensoft with his
children,as,perhapsfatherstendto be. AmnonwasdeadsothatDavid appearedo be
thinking of Absalom,andhe mournedhis son’sbeingaway Joabrealisedthe situation
andhe schemed way for David to receivehis sonbackto Jeruslem However,the
retum did not bring aboutthe meetingof fatherandson. ‘Absalomdwett two full years
in Jeusalemandsav nottheking’s face’(14:28).

As aresult,Absalomsentfor Joab,but heignoredthe call. This happenedwice and
thenhetold his servantgo setJoabs field on fire. It broughtabouta regonsebut it
wasadangeroushingto do asfire soonspreadsndgetsout of handso thatwho could

o
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tell where theactionwould lead? Absalomobvioudy thoughtthathewasthe oneto be
kingandhecould notwait till hisfatherdiednaturaly, so hewasconinualy scheming
for himself.

It seens thatin his scheminghe desiredthe nation to look uponhim asa suitable
personto beking sothatwould bethereasorfor his wanting to meethis fatherandget
his accepance.

Chaper 15 describeiow he soughtto win theheartsof thepeopk. Heros early. He
wentto the gate. He supportedhe peoplewho cane to him withoutlisteningto both
sides,which indicatedthat he would not makea fair judge. He kissed the peopleon
their hand. He blamedthe king for not dealingwith casesandhe sad ‘Oh that! were
madejudgein the land, thatevery manwhich hathary suit or caug might come unto
me, and| would do him justice’

WhenAbsalan had met his fatherthe king hadkissedhim andthusshowedhis love
for his wayward son;but therewasno kiss for David. The son did not appeaito have
areciprocallove. If David hadbecomdax, Absalomoughtto havetriedto remedythe
situation ratherthanaccusehim of doingnothing.

SubsequentlyAbsalomapproachedhe king andtold him that he had madea vow
whilstin Geshurthathe would serveJehowah. Thatprobaby wasalie butthatis what
he sad in orderto be seenashavingthe blesshg of David. David said to him ‘Go in
peace’(15:9).

Then,in his scheminghe sentspiesthroughoutall the tribesof Israel, endeavouring
to win favour, so thatwhen he claimedthe crown, he would havesupport It saysin
verse 11 that he took two hundredmen from Jeruslem and they ‘went in their
simplicity’ —theydid notknowwhathewasdoing. Theyseemedo asume thathewas
loyalto hisfather! So,in versel2 we readtha ‘the peopleincreagd coninually with
Absabm!’

Hethenproclaimedhimselfking, which causedavidto flee fromthecity. David was
acapabéfighter but hemusthavehadsomereasorfor notengagingn combafwhether
he did not desireto fight againsthis sonor wheherhedid notwish a batle in the City
of Jeusakm.

It wasa concernto David thatAhithophelsidedwith Absabm. He wasa very wise
andclever man. It is saidthatwhenhe spokeit wasasif he ‘enquiredat the orack of
God’(16:23). So,David wasdrivento prayercrying, ‘O Jehovah] prayThee,turnthe
counselof Ahithophelinto foolishness{(15:31). God ansveredhis prayer.

TheadviceAhithophelfinally gavewasthathe shouldtakemenandsmite David, and
thenAbsalomcouldbecomeking. Howeverthis could neverhapperbecausésodhad
said that Solomonwasto beking. God hadpurpo®d thatthe throneshould notgo to
the eldest—to Amnon, or to Chiliab, or to Absalom, andincidentaly, it wasnotto go
to Adonijah (the fourth son), who later proclaimed himself king. God had said in 1
Chronicles 22:9 that Solomonwas to be the successr — and that was said before
Solomonwasborn!

Hushaj whowasatrue friend of David, waswilling to doall he couldto helptheking.

o



913_W&W_Jan-March_17:- 8/11/16 13:50 Page 7 $

6 WATCHING AND WAITING

Hushaiwasalsoa very wise manand he gavecounselbut, in any cag, ‘Jehovahhad
appontedto defeatthe goodcounselof Ahithophel (17:14)
Absabm took the counselof Hushaiandwenthimself to the batle which endedn his
beingslain.
In thinking of Absalomasa type of the antichrst therearejust five thoughs that |
would like to mention.

He wasa Man of Deception

His deceifulnessis clearly seenin his deceivingthose two humdredmen(15:11). He
wasa flattererwhich is shownin theway hetold everyonewho cameto him thattheir
matters weregoodandright (15:3).

It is cettain that the antichrist will belike that In Daniel 11:21 we read,'He shall
comein peaceablyand obtainthe kingdom by flatteries. In the psalms it says ‘The
words of his mouthweresmoothethanbutter,but war wasin his heart:his words were
softer than oil, yet were they drawnswords’(55:21). When Absabm spoke to the
peopk, heinferredthattheywould havewhattheywanted- akind of socialism. Daniel
tellsus‘He shallenterpeaceablyevenuponthefattestplacesof the province... he shall
scater amongthemthe prey,andspoil, andriches’(11:24).

He wasa Man of Hate and Ruthlessnes

‘Absalom hatedAmnon’(13:22). Thatwashis brotheryetthathatredwasin his heart.
The outcomeof thisis revealedin verse28-29. A noticeablething aboutthis manis
thatwhatevethe did therewasno signof repentanceAll thattime betveenthisruthless
murder and his coming before David he showedno sorrow for his cruelty His
ruthlessnesgxtendedo his treatmentof Joabwhenhe setfire to his field. Also, his
action againsthis own fatherwascruelin spiteof all David’s coninuedkindnes.

The anichristwill certainlybe like that. In Daniel 7 the kingdomsof this world are
represened aswild beaststhe kind of creatureghat would tear anybodyto pieces.
Thenin Daniel8:23-24weread,'In thelattertime of theirkingdom(theendof the age)
whenthe transgressorare cometo the full (the world is gettingworse, not better), a
king of fiercecountenanceandunderstandinglark sentencesshall standup. And his
power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall degroy (he will be
ruthless)wonderfully,andshall prosperandpractie, andshall destoy the mighty and
the holy people’

He wasAdmired and Receivedby the Peopk
Peopt likedAbsalom. He wasadmiredby them. He did everyhing hecouldto bring
thatabout He wasgood-lookingandvery attractive(14:25-26). Thos versessay that
‘there wasnoneto be so muchpraisedasAbsalomfor his beauy.” Tamaris desribed
as ‘a fair sister’ (13:1). Similarly, Absalom’s daughter,also nanmed Tamar, was ‘a
womanof fair countenancg(14:27). Thatis why | suggestethe mother,Maaché, was
probabl/ beautiful.

o



913_W&W_Jan-March_17:- 8/11/16 13:50 Page 8 $

WATCHING AND WAITING 7

Thedesciption of Absaloms dealingswith people(15:1-12)makest easyto seewhy
peopk wereattractedto him. We read‘Absalom stole the hears of the men of Israel
(verseb).

Thisisall apicture of theantichrist. We havealreadyseernthatDaniel 8:24 says,'His
power shall be mighty ... and he ... shall proger.” In Revelation13, the anichristis
descibedas‘the beast Somecriticise us for our taking the Bible literaly andmock
us, accusing us of thinking this refersto an acual beast But, of course we takethe
Bible literally asit tells us heis aman. His characteiis thatof abeas. It says, The
world wonderedafterthe beast'(verse3); 'They worshippedthe beas, sayng, Who is
like unto the beast?{verse4); ‘All thatdwell uponthe earthshal worship him, whose
namesarenotwrittenin theBook of Life’ (verse8). Incidentlly theRomanpontiff has
never beenworshippedike that!

He wasAnti-David and Exalted Himself

Theway in whichAbsalomspole to thepeopk whenhemetthemin thegat indicates
quite clearly that he sought to destroy David's reputation (15:3). His action
subsequentlgeprivedDavid of beingin Jerusatm,thevery placethatGodhadchosen
for worship; andhe washappyto do this!

Again, thisis like theantichrist. Danieltells us‘He shall magnfy himsef in his heart
... he shal alsostandup againstthe Princeof princes’(8:25). So, in opposng David
and seekig his own elevation,Absalomwastruly a type of the antichrst In Isaiah
14:14 we haveantichrist’'s words,‘l will asceu abovethe heighs of the clouds;l will
belike the Most High. Danieltells us, ‘The king shall do accordig to hiswill; andhe
shal exal himself,and magnify himself abowe every god, and shall speakmarvelous
thingsagainstthe God of gods,andshall prosger till the indignaton be acconplished:
for thatthatis determnedshallbe done’(11:36). It is refreding to seethatall thatto
which anichrist will aspireis accordingto the deterninaie will of God. Thenthereis
thatwell-knownverse(2 Thessalonian®:4) which speak®f the son of perdition, ‘Who
opposet andexaltethhimselfaboveall thatis called God,or thatisworshpped;sothat
he asGod sittethin thetempleof God, shewirg himself thatheis God." Incidentaly,
we newer readin the Bible thatthe templeof Godisin Rone.

He wasFinally Destroyed

In spite of David’s instructionnot to harmhis son, Joab‘took threedartsin his hand,
andthrustthemthroughthe heartof Absalom,while hewasyetalive in themidst of the
oak. And tenyoungmenthatbareJoabs armourcompas&daboutandsmote Absabm,
andslew him’ (18:14-15). All the flattery andall the supportAbsalom hadgainedall
cane to nothing. Absalomwasslain. He never becameking.

Likewise,antichristwill ultimately fail. ‘He shall be broken without hand’ (Daniel
8:25). ‘He shallcometo his end,andnoneshal helphim’ (Daniel11:45). ‘Then shall
that Wicked be revealed,whom the Lord shall consune with the spirit of His mouth,
andshalldestry with the brightnesof His coming’ (2 Thesslonians2:8). ‘The beast

o
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wastaken,andwith him thefalseprophetthatwroughtmiraclesbeforehim, with which
he deceiedthemthathadreceivedthe mark of thebeas, andthemthatworshippedhis
image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone’
(Rewlation 19:20). Verse 15 had spolen of the Lord treadng the winepres thus
indicaing His actsof judgment. The treaderof the winepresscrusheghe grapes - not
Himsef, assomesuggest.Whenwe readaboutthisin Isaiahaswell ashereit refersto
the solemnactof Jehovals dealingwith thewicked.

In closing,| would like to reada paragrapHrom Mr Newton’s book, ‘B abylonand
Egypt’ ‘The period of the weaknesf truth, is, as might be expectedthe hour of
Satans triumph. It was when David was feeble and the vigour of his govanment
relaxed, thatAbsalompretendedo bethe fatherof peaceandstole awaythe hears of
Israel by promisinggreaterandbetterthingsthanDavid’s throne hadgiven. Nor is it
othewisenow. Christianityhaswaxedfeeble;iniquity hasaboundedtove waxedcold.
Theopportunityis affordedfor othersystemsadversdo Christandto Histruth, to steal
away the heartsof men, andto promiseblessingswhich Christianity (they say) has
failedto give. But Absalomprosperednly for aseasn. Thecovenanwith thethrone
of David wasorderedin all thingsandsure. It wasableto endurethe storm. Soshall
it befinally with Christ’s peopleandwith His truth. It is asenduringasHimself, Whose
kingdomis aneverlastingkingdom,andHis Nameendureththroughoutall generabns.
How honourabléhenandhow blessedhe placeof associationith Christs truthwhilst
yetsuffering in theearth! How surelywill theywho keeptheword of Christs paience,
rejoicewhenthathourof temptationwhichis coming‘uponthewholeworld to try them
thatdwel uponthe earth’shall havepassedand the sovereigty of the world become
atlastthe sovereigntyof their God,andof His Christ.’

An Eternal Abode
By F S Parrham

(Mr Parnhamwrote, for distributionamongsbelievers regular Bible mesageswhich
were publishedunderthetitle ‘OccasionalPapers. ThiswasNo. 13).

Life ‘underthe sun’is, at best,but a transitorything. Thereis little in it thatis realy
sureor permanentinlessit betherepetitionof those phenomenavhich markits course
andmakeit akinto theprocessvherebyall theriversruninto thesea;yettheseaisnot
full; untothe placefrom whencetheriverscome thithertheyreturn again’(Ecclesases
1:7). Eventhe humanframe,thatfragile habitationwhich the apogle Paul likensto a
tent or tabernaclethough fearfully and wonderfully made, cannotlong redst the

o
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geneal wearandtearof earthlyexistenceandsubsequentlissoltion.

Youth budsand blossomgo manhoodwith expandingvitality. Neverheles, thetime
sooncomeswhenthe decayingissuesof thebodyarerenavedwith diminishing vigour
andeffecivenessasthe shadowdengthentowardsthe eveningof man’slittle day. ‘All
go unto oneplace;all areof the dust,andall turn to dustagain’(Ecclesages3:20). It
is a consantcomingandgoing;we arrive only to depart

How mercifully and gloriously this gloomy progectis changedwvhendivine grace
freely operatesby faith! To every repentantsinner ‘the gift of God is eternallife
through JesusChrist our Lord’ (Romans6:23), such beingthe unmerted besbwal of
thatwhich is age-enduringindunchangeabléyecaus it is of God andpariakesof His
nature (2 Peterl:4). It involvesa spiritual revoluion within the sphereof God's new
creaton whereold thingshavepassedway neverto return andall thingshavebecone
new with thefullnessof eternalblessing(2 Corinthians5:17).

Spritually consideredve areno longer‘under the sun.” We are trangortedto ‘the
hearenlies’ (Ephesian®:6), andevenif we haveknown Christ hitherto‘after theflesh’
yet now henceforthknow we Him no more accordng to the fashion of men (2
Corinthians5:16). Fromthis crucial hour onwardsour ‘life is hid with Christ in God’
(Colossians3:3).

Afterthedarknessherecomeshelight, whenthe shadowdl ee away;afterthe storms
of life thereis a greatcalm, while for the utterly worn andweary God haspreparecdan
abiding rest. Isaiah’s messageo Israel (32:18) is not without its distinctive and
prophetc import for ustodayaswe contemplateour future with the quiet assiranceof
faith. It forms a delightful parallelto what the Lord Jesus revealedto His sorrowful
followers, prior to His crucifixion, in orderto comfort themin their distessand to
reconcle themto the thoughtof His impendingdeparture!ln My Father’s houseare
manymansiongabodes)if it werenoso,| would havetold you. | goto prepareaplace
for you’ (John14:2).

It is a goodthing to listento this sacredvoice from the pastandto let its accentsof
tendenessfall afreshupon our dull and someimes heedles ears Mark well the
personalsolicitudeof the Lord’s promise:l am going to preparea placefor you. All
thatis needfulfor the receptionof His redeemednesis to be madereadyunderHis
watchful eye. Nothingis to be sparedto ensurethe contort, the safey andthe well-
being of thosefor whom He died, so that in the place of His loving preparabns,
purchasedor themby the sacrificeof Himself, they shal sit down underHis shadow
with greatdelight (Songof Solomon2:3). And what of the habtation itsef? In the
King'’s palacethereis accommodatiorior a greatmultitude;therefore saith the Lord,
‘In My Father’'s house are many abodes$ (so the Greek, from a verb indicaing
pemanency),contrastedvith the frail andflimsy tentsof formerdays So the Royal
apatment areopenedwide to afford the Lord’s peoplesuch hosptality andsheter as
befits thelove of God andthe dignity of their acquiredsonip.

o
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Thoughconsciousof their utter unworthinesso occupy eventhe lowliest postionin
heaen, yet, asbeggardifted up in merg/ from the dunghill, God will setthemamong
princesandmaketheminheritthe throneof His glory (1 Samuel:8). Thusbakingin
the sunshineof His benignpresencéthey shall seeHis face;andHis Nameshdl bein
their foreheads(Rewlation22:4),for faith will mergeinto sight andhopeinto realty,
whenthewordsof our Lord’s beatitud€dind their trueandabiding fulfilmentin heaven:
‘Blessedarethe purein heart:for they shall seeGod’' (Matthew5:8).

Hear, then, the voice of the prophet,all ye that are weary and heavy-ladenor
discoungedby thehardnessf theway; ‘The work of righteousnesshall bepeaceand
theeffectof righteousnesgquietnesaindassurancéor ever. And My peopk shal dwell
in a peaceabléhabitation,and in suredwellings and in quiet resing places’(Isaiah
32:1748). Themouthof the Lord hathspolenit andHe cannot lie.

The Only Effectual Cure

By DouglasD Jones

(Inour lastissue—Volume28, No. 20— wereportedtherecenthome-cdl of Mr Jones.
Old copies of our magazinecontain someof the mesagespreachedby him over the
years at our SovereignGrace Advent Testinony meeings, but the following is the
subsanceof a sermonpreachedat Trinity BaptistChurch, Glouceser about40 years
ago).

Wereadabouthimin theBible in 2 Kings5. His nanewasNaamanarmycommander
of the Syrian king, thoughtmuchof by his masteranda nationa heroon accoun of his
victories. Somepeoplemight havebeenquite enviousof suchaman,thatis, if theyhad
notknown of somethingvhich castanugly shadowovereverythingelsein hislife. The
trouble wasthathe wasaleper Leprosyis aloath®mediseas, far more widespread
in Bible times theniit is today, althoughstill found abundantl in some countries.
Modem medicalsciencenasdonemuchto alleviatethe dreadfu suffering it bringsand
sometmescuresareeffected. In thosedays,howevertherewasno knownhuman cure.

Underthe law of God givento Mosesfor the nationlsrael,a leperhadto beisolated
fromothercompanynot, it seemsnecessarilyrom risk of infection, butbecaus of the
loahsonmenesof thedisease.In someof the Gentilenations however thiswasnotthe
pracice. It appearsthen,that Naamancontinuedhis duties,but he must haveknown
thathewasa doomedman. Ultimately the leprosywould take sucha hold on him that
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hewould betoo repulsiveto look atandhe would eventudly die from its effects.

Whatdo honourswedth andpositionmeanto amanwhenheknowsthathis daysare
numbered?

We live at a time whenMan is makinga greatnamefor himsef. This is the ageof
human achievementyet it is clear that there is someting serioudy wrong with
humanity. On all sideswe see turmoil, confuson, strife, warring, suffering and
unhappiess. Whatis wrong? It is that Man hasbeenafflicted by somehing inherent
within him which canbelikenedto the deadlydiseas of which we havebeenspeaking.
It is sin. Man is a sinnerin the sight of his Creabr. He hasa naural and continual
tendencyto rebelagainstthe God of the universe, rejectingthefact thatthe earh is the
Lord’s — not his — and that the world and all thatit contans belongsto God. It is
becausanenarenot right with Him thatthey are not right with oneanother. Whatis
more, assuch,Mankindis underthe judgmentof God. Jug asa Jewishleperwascut
off from the fellowship of others,becausef the vileneswf his diseag, sothe sinner,
by nature, is unfittedfor fellowship with the holy andpureGodWho creaedhim. Sin
isabhorentto God,andit bringsseparatiorirom Him.

There is a kind of leprosy known as the anaesthetidype, becaue patchesof the
affectedskin lose all sensation.A personmay at first be quite unawareasto whatis
wrong,sincethereis aninsensibilityto injury. Forexampeg,aburnontheaffectedarea
doesnot hurt. Oneof the characteristic®f sin is that thereare multitudesof peopk
utterly oblivious of the seriousnessf their condtion in the sight of God andthatthey
are facing an eternityseparatedrom Him, beingquite unfitted for His preence. How
appopratethen,is leprosyasa pictureof sin, thatwith which everyoneof usis born,
yet the implicationsof which we may be quite ignorant. Naaman’deprosy,however
was suchthathewaswell awareof it. Thefactmug havecas aterrible cloudoverhis
whole life. So he might have gone on to the end of his days had not sonething
happenedvhich we seeclearly asthe overruling of a merciful GodWhos love is not
confnedto onenation.

The Syrianshadgoneoutin bandson oneof theirraidingexpeditonsinto theterritory
of Israelandhadtakencaptivea little girl. A mog terrifying experiencat musthave
beenfor her,too, wresedfrom herfamily who would havebeenleft in deepsorrow. It
camne aboutthatshewas giventhetaskof waiting on Naanman'swife. Shemight easly
haveevidenceditternessaandresentmenat herlot andaciedin a very sullen manner,
but it seemghatevenin onesoyoungthereburneda vital faith in the One True God
Whomshehadcometo knowin hernative land. Shelearnedof hermager’s condition,
of theterrible diseasavhich hadtakenhold of him andfor which heknew no cure. And
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thelove of Godin thatlittle girl’s heartbroughtthereactionwhich caugdherto sayto
hermistress,| wish my mastewerewith the prophetwhois in Samaria, for hewould
curehim of hisleprosy. Shewasreferringto Elisha.

Did he makea practicein his own nationof healinglepers? No, asJesus sad many
yeas later, the prophethad neverdone sucha thing in Israel. But that little maid,
knowing that ElishawasGod’s prophetanda miracleworker, believedwholeheartedt
thathe could be usedof Godto healherheathemmasterof this dreaddiseag. Shenot
only believedit, but shewasreadyto sayso,too, whateverthe reacton of her mistress
might beto herclaim. Whatshesaidobviouslymadeanimpresson, for Naanaris wife
told him aboutit, andhein turn wentto theking to inform him, whereuporthe king of
Syria sentoff Naamanto the king of Israel with gifts of silver and gold and costy
clothes. Theaccompanyingommunicatiorread,'Wit h this letter | havesentNaanan
my servantto you sothatyou may curehim of his leprosy

The Syrian king wasthinking in termsof a heathemmonarch’sauthorty. He expected
theking of Israelto orderElishathe prophetto cureNaaman.Whenhereadtheletter,
this did not occurto the king of Israel. He sawthe whole thing asa trick to spark off
freshwarfarebetweerthe two nations. He wasvery perturbed.‘Am | God,to kill and
make alive, that this man sendsto me to cure a man of his leprog?’ he said. ‘Jus
constderandseehow heis seekinga quarrelagainstme.” Thereweremary thingshe
might have doneasa king, but he waspowerlessn this field.

He did atleastrecognisehefact, which is morethancanbe saidfor manyrulersand
leades in moderntimesin relationto the pitiful stateof mankind. How long they have
assetedtheir own ability to bring abouta goldenageof peaceandprosperiy amongthe
peopksof theworld. Theyhavetheir summitconferenceandtheir greatschemes.We
hawe seenthe cominginto beingand deceas®f the Leagueof Natons andthe equal
failure of the United Nations Organisationto bring aboutthe condiions it set out to
achieve atits formationin 1945. Its headquartersccupiesan 18 acresite on Marhatten
Island,NewYork, andmillions of dollarsarespentyearlywith whatresult? While it is
truethatconsiderablenaterialhelphasbeengivento thosein undevelopedountries, it
hasto be asked,'Have we seenthe peaceand securityamongthe naions which it
pledgedtselfto achieve?ls theworld really abetterplacein whichto live? Are people
anyhapperandmorecontented?Theanswerto suchquestionganonly be,'No!” The
soluton to the problemdoesnot lie in the wielding of royal sceptesor in statesmen,
politicians,scientistandphilosophersNor is it to befoundin lifelesreligioussystem.

Naamarwassentto the wrong personandmanysin sick souls arebeingsentto the
wrongpeopletoday However,in his case hewaseventuallydirecedto the prophetof
God of whomthelittle maid hadspolen. It musthavebeenquite animpresive sight
as the Syrian commanderarrived at the door of Elisha’s house with his horses and
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chaiot. But whatdo you think? The prophetdid not evencome out to greethim, let
aloneshav him the anticipatedespecfor suchanimportantperson. Elishajug senta
messengettelling him, ‘Go and washin Jordanseventimes and your flesh will be
regored,andyou shallbe clean.

It wassucha simplecoursewhich ElishainstructedNaamarto take,butit did not suit
him onelittle bit. He hadhis own preconceiveddeasasto the nature of this cureand
the one prescribedwas most humiliating. In fact, he was furious and went away
conmplaining bitterly thathe thoughtElishawould havewavedhis handover the place
andcuredhim. How his pride hadbeenhurt. Did notthis Israelte prophetreaise who
he was? He hadnot evenbotheredto cometo the door of his hous! Insteadof an
expecteddisplay of supernaturapower he hadbeentold to go andwashin the River
Jordanseventimes. Jardan! Thatmuddyriver! Why, thereweretheAbanaandPharpar
rivers which transformedhe wildernessaroundDamascusn his own county. Were
theynot betterthanall the watersof Israel? Oh, hewasangry. How darethis mantell
him, the greatNaamanto do sucha thing.

How typical was his reactionto mary who aretold of Gods remedy for their sin.
Whenthey hearthatthey haveto cometo Him just asthey are,asquilty, lost sinners,
with nothing to pleadof personalmerit or achievementbut that they haveto repentof
ther sinsandcastthenselveson the mercyof God, trustingin the atoningwork of His
Son,the Lord JesusChristwroughtuponthe crossof Calvary, then pride is wounded
deepy. Thenaturalmandespisesuchacoursepecausé humbkshim to thedug and
he doesnot like beinghumbled.

Among Naamars servantswere thosewho saw the folly of his reacton and were
preparedto reasorwith him. ‘My father'theysaid, ‘if theprophethadbid youdosome
greatthing, would you not havedoneit? How muchratherwhenhe saysto you, wash
and be clean?’ They knew that, brave soldier that he was, Naamanwould not have
flinchedfrom somegreattaskto effecthis cure,but Elishahadnot told him to do this.
In fact he had beentold to do somethingvery simple, but here he was rejectng it
becausdnis pride hadbeenhurt. As theyappealedo him, sothe greatwarrior reaised
whatafoolish,arrogan manhehadbeen. He proceededo the River Jordananddipped
himsef severtimesacrdingto theword of themanof God,andhis fleshwasrestored
like that of a little child and he was clean. Then he returnedto Elisha with all his
attendans andcameandstoodbeforehim, saying,'Behold, now | know thatthereis no
Godin all theearth,butin Israel.

Do | speakto someonenvho hasbeenunwilling to acknowledgeheir condition asa
guilty sinnerin the sightof God? Hastherebeena refusal to come in true humili ty to
Him in repentancandfaith in His Son,the Lord Jesis Christ? | tell you, if you come
to Godon His terms,youwill know the cleansingopowerof His preciousBlood, andthe
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peaceof God which passesall understandingwill be your portion as you become
reconcied to Him. Like Naaman,you will be able to say, ‘Now | know’ with a
conviction bornof experience.

Oh, thejoy of beingableto say,l knowin Whom| havetrusted.’ A dueapprecation
of what happenedit Calvary canonly resultin the samehappening to us. As Isaac
Watts putsit in hiswell-knownhymn,‘When | surveythewondrouscross onwhichthe
Prince of Glory died, my richestgain | countbut loss,and pour conempton all my
pride.

Israel Tour, 2017: A tour of Israel(the Land of the Bible) is being arrangedby Blue
Star Bible Toursto takeplacel4th— 26th July, 2017. Godwilling, it will beled by Mr
JohnDouglaswho, asour readerswill know, is alwaysa very welcone preacheiat our
SGAT meetings. The commentsthroughoutthe tour will be in accordancevith our
Tedimony, andthe secretaryhaving alreadybeenon a previoustour with Mr Douglas,
can thoroughly recommendgoing with him. It is always very profitable to seethe
placesmentionedin the Bible, but it would be eay to go with a leaderless taughtin
prophetic truth.  Enquiries can be sert to Rev W McDowell (E-mail:
weskymcdowell@btinternet.com)Tel: 028 70558308. Mobile: 07888804804).

Works by Mr B W Newton (1807-1899): Thisis justareminder thatwe haverecenty
hadrepiintedten volumesof Mr Newton’s works, bookswhich havebeenout of print
for mary years- all in hardback. Although written so long ago— in the nineteert
cenury — they are very relevant at the presenttime. The titles, which every Bible
studentshouldhave, areasfollows:

(1) Aidsto PropheticEnquiry.

(2) Babylon andEgypt: Their FutureHistory andDoom.

(3) Prospectsf the Ten Kingdomsof the RomanEmpire.

(4) Thoughtson the Apocalypse.

(5) David, King of Israel.

(6) Lecuresonthe Romans.

(7) The Millennium andlsrael'sFuture.

(8) Narrativesfrom the Old Testament.

(9) Romans? Considered.

(10) Thoughtson Saiptural Subjects

This is avaluablesetandwe aresuggesting price of £75for all tenvolumes Thisis
belon cost Why not buy a setfor your minister?
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S.GA.T. Meetings: Godwilling, thethemeof the monthly meetngsof the Soveregn
GraceAdvent Testimonyduring 2017 will be ‘Studiesin Ezekel — The Glory of God.
We trustthatfriendswill beinterestedn the subjectschosenandwe would like to see
others cometo our meetings,which are dueto be held on the fourth Friday of each
month except August and December The Spring Conferenceis in April and the
Autumn Conferencein Septemberwhen we have afternom meetngs at 4.pm in
addtion to the usualeveningmeetings. All eveningmeetingsareat 7.pm Detais of
the meetngsarrangedor the presentguarterare given on the back page,andso that
you caninsertthe datesin your diary andarrangeto be presentwe would mention that
other meetingsfor theyeararedueto be asfollows:
April 28 (Aft)....TheVision of the Sinsof the Rulersof Jerusam. . . . JohnDouglas
(Even)...TheVisionsof the Parables
aboutJeruslenis Condtion. . . JohnDouglas

May 26.......... TheVisions of the Siege andJudgmenbf Jerusam. . . ... Paul Toms
June23.......... TheVisions of the Judgmenbf the Nationsaroundisrael . lvan Foster
July 28........... TheVisionsof theFall of Egypt. . ........... ... ... .. lan Shaw
Sepember22 (Aft)....... TheVision of theValley of Dry Bones . . . .. StepherA Toms
(Even)....TheVision of GogandMagog. . ........ Martin Humphey
October27.....TheVision of the Millennial Temple............. Richard Monteith
Novenmber24..TheVision of theNew Landof Israel. ............ David McMillan

Reoorded Messages: During 2016, the theme at our meetngs has been
‘Foreshadowingsof the Antichristl” The different subjects and speakerswere —
NebuchadnezzafMartin Humphrey) Jeroboam(Paul Tomg; Sennacheb (Brian
McClung), Ishmael(StepheA Toms) Absalom(StepherA Tom3; Haman(lan Shaw)
Pharoh (Ilvan Foster) Herod (StepherA Toms) Alexanderthe Great(JohnDouglas)
Antiochus EpiphaneqJohn Douglas) Nimrod (David McMill an); Goliath (Richard
Monteith); The messagesan be downloadedfrom the Sovereign Grace Advent
Testmory website. For friends wishing to purchaserecordingsthe prices of the
cassekesare£1.20eachand CDs £1.50each. Pricesinclude pogage. The messages
canalsobeheardonwww.sermanaudio.comn our pagewhichis, The SoveeignGrace
AdventTestimony.

‘Wat ching and Waiting,” Volume 28: The currentissue of Watching and Waiting
commences newvolume of our magazine , which meanghatvolume28 hasnow been
conmpleted. The magazinedrom 2012 to 2016 have beenboundand the volumeis
avaiable,indexed from ourselvesat £9.
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