
You arewarmly invitedto meetingsarrangedby the
SovereignGraceAdventTestimony, to beheld,Godwill ing, at

NEW LIFE BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
44 SALUSBURY ROAD, LONDON, NW6 6NN

Themefor 2017– The Glory of God – Studies in the Book of Ezekiel
January 27th, 7pm

Subject:TheVision of theGlory of God(chapter1)
Speaker: David Park

February 24th, 7pm
Subject: TheVision of theProphet’sCommission(chapters2-3)

Speaker: GordonDane

March 24th, 7pm
Subject: TheVisionsof theGlory Departing(chapter9-10)

Speaker: BrianGreen

It ishopedthat each messagewill berecorded andfriendsshould beableto listen
to and download messagesfrom our website.Applicationsfor cassettesand/or
CDs should be made to the secretary. Full lists of S.G.A.T. recordingsandof
publications can be found on our website (WWW.SGAT.ORG) or may be
obtained from the S.G.A.T. secretary.
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Representative in Canada: Mr Andrew Foster, 12-1020 Cedar Street, Okanagan
Falls, British Columbia, V0H 1R0 (E-mail: atcfoster@gmail.com).

Representative in New Zealand: Miss E R Wilson, 27 Walshs Road, Ashburton, 7700

To our subscribers and friends: Please send subscriptions, gifts to Sustentation
Fund, for Bible circulation and orders for publications to the S.G.A.T. secretary, Mr
Stephen A Toms, 1 Donald Way, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 9JB. Cheques, etc. should
be made payable to ‘Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony.’ In order to save postage,
receipts will be sent with the next issue of the magazine.

To those not residing in the United Kingdom: In view of the high charge for
exchanging foreign currency, it would be appreciated if, where possible, friends send
in sterling. Supporters in Australia, Canada, or New Zealand may send to their
respective representatives. Payments can be made over the S.G.A.T. web-site.

S.G.A.T. Council: Stephen R Evans, Peter Fleming, Paul J Flory, Martin Humphrey,
David McMillan, Richard Monteith, Andrew P Toms, Paul Toms, Stephen A Toms.

‘TheWord of theLORD cameexpressly untoEzekielthepriest,theson of Buzi,
in thelandof theChaldeansby theriver Chebar:andthe handof theLORD was
there uponhim.’

Ezekiel 1:3.
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1. To teachthenearingapproachof our Lord’s return.James5:8
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3. To notepassingeventsin thelight of ‘the Scriptureof Truth.’ 2 Peter1:19
4. To unfold theWord of Godby comparingScripturewith Scripture.Acts 17:11
5. To encouragemissionaryendeavour,andall servicefor Truth.Acts1:8
6. To comfortandstrengthenthosewho seekto standwith theLord, apartfrom

aboundinglawlessness.2 Timothy 2:19
7. To call for separation from falseecumenism.2 Corinthians6:14-18
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Sovereign GraceAdvent Testimony
Manifesto

(With the commencementof a new volume,we take the opportunity to include the
Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony manifesto which was drawn up at the
commencementof theTestimonyalmosta century ago. It hasnot beenaltered in any
way during subsequentyears. Needlessto say,all the original convenors have been
takenfrom us, but we are thankful to the Lord for the heritage He enabled them to
leave).

Theconvenersof theSovereignGraceAdventTestimonyMeetingsdesire to makea
clearstatementof theirpositionin relationto PROPHETICTRUTH, in thespirit of love
andhumility, recognisingthatwe only ‘know in part.’

We adhere to the principle of receivingtheWord of God, in its li teral sense, except
whereobviously figurative,andin soreceivingProphetic Truth, emphasisethefact that
thisenhances,anddoesnotdiminish,experimentalenjoymentof theDoctrineof Grace,
alsosolearned.

We, therefore,affectionatelylay beforeyou the points on which our testimony is, and
will be,united,andinvite our readersprayerfully to considerthesethings, in subjection
to theWord of God,andin dependenceuponGodtheHoly Spirit.

1. We receivethedoctrineof theFREEAND SOVEREIGNGRACE OF GOD,viz:
(a) TheCo EternityandCo Equalityof theThreePersonsin theOneGodhead.
(b) TheFull Verbal Inspirationof theScriptures.
(c) The Incarnation,Sinlessness,Atonement,ResurrectionandAscension of God the
Son.
(d) TheSubstitutionalObedienceandDeathof theLord JesusChrist.
(e) The Election, Redemption,Regeneration,Justification, Imputation of Christ’s
Righteousnessto, Sanctification,andFinal Preservationof all theSaints.
(f) TheTotal Depravityof all Mankind,andEntirePerversityfrom Godof theNatural
Will .
(g) TheEternalLife of theRighteous,andEternalPunishmentof theWicked.

2. TheNEAR APPROACH of theRETURNof theLORD is our confidentHOPE.

3. His RETURNwe expectasPREMILLENNIAL, andfollowing:
(a) TheApostasyof IsraelandChristendom.
(b) TheTenKingdomConfederacy.
(c) TheRevivalof BabylonandBabylonianism.
(d) TheReignof Antichrist.
(e) TheGreatTribulation.

2 WATCHING AND WAITING
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4. ThePURPOSESof theLord’s Comingwe believeto include:
(a) TheResurrectionof all departedSaints,andtheGlorification with themof theliving
Saints.
(b) TheDestructionof theAntichrist - theMan of Sin - theLawless One.
(c) TheConversionandRestorationof Israel.
(d) TheGatheringOut of His Kingdomof ‘Al l thingsthatoffend.’
(e) The Reign over the Earth, and Manifestation of the Kingdomin Righteousness
Satanbeing boundandtheEarth’s groanhushed.
(f) TheJudgmentof theGreatWhite Throne,at theEndof theMi llennialKingdom.
(g) TheCreationof theNew HeavensandNew Earth after theMillennium.

5. TheSIGNSwhich we Discernof His NearApproachare:
(a) Therapidly increasingApostasyof Christendom, with Lawlessness.
(b) WorldwideTestimony of the Gospel,in orderto complete the taking out from the
Gentilesa Peoplefor His Name(Acts 15:14).
(c) ThePromotionof Federations,Unions,Leagues, andAl liances, both Ecclesiastical,
Social, Commercial,Industrial,National, and International APART FROM God, His
Christ andHis Truth.
(d) TheReorganisationof theRomanEmpire,leadingto theTenKingdoms.
(e) TheReopeningof theEast,especiallyof Palestine, Mesopotamia, andEgypt,with
the Restorationof the Jews to Palestineas their ‘National Home,’ in their continued
unbelief.
(f) The Fall of AbsoluteMonarchies,andSpreadof Constitutional Government. The
Riseof Democracy,with SocialandIndustrialUnrest.

6. SPIRITUAL APPREHENSIONof thesethings, by the teaching of the Holy Spirit,
we deemto beESSENTIAL to a COMPLETETESTIMONY OF TRUTH, which wil l
leadto practicalseparationfrom worldly principles, policies,andpleasures, andto more
loyal devotion to theLord’s service.

_____________________________________________________________________

Absalom - A Type of TheAntichrist
By StephenA Toms

(This isa summaryof a messagegivenat a SovereignGraceAdventTestimonymeeting
held in Londonon Friday, 23rd April, 2016. ThemessagewasrecordedandCDsand
cassette tapesare available;or it maybedownloadedfrom our website).

OursubjectisAbsalomasa typeof theantichristandheis avery interesting character.
Therearequite a few chaptersabouthim in the Bible. He wasDavid’s third son. 2
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4 WATCHING AND WAITING

Samuel3:2-3tellsusthatDavid’s firstbornwasAmnon,hissecondwasChiliab, andhis
third wasAbsalomthesonof Maacah,thedaughterof Talmaiking of Geshur.That is
interesting asthestoryof Absalomcommenceswith Amnon,althoughthereis a sense
in which thewholeepisodestartedwith David’ssinagainstBathsheba. It wasthenthat
God stated that He would ‘raise up evil ... out of thine own house’ and this most
certainly happened.
We readtheaccountin 2 Samuel13 of Amnonbeing attractedto Tamar,who wasthe

sisterof Absalom,andwho is saidto befair (verse1). Amnoncommittedwickedness
with Tamar and this led to Absalom hating his eldest brother. The hatredcaused
Absalomto deviseaschemewherebyAmnonwouldbemurdered;andthecruelact was
carriedout. SoDavid’s first sonwasmurderedat thecommandof Absalom.
Thesecondsonof David wasChiliab, but we do not readanything else abouthim in

Scripture. Somecommentatorshavesuggestedthathediedin earlylife, andif this was
so,Absalom would havebeenthenext in line for the throne. He would havebeenthe
eldestliving son.
We saw thatAbsalomwasthesonof Maachahandshewasthedaughterof Talmai the

king of Geshur. Mr B W Newton pointsout in his excellentbook,‘David, theKing of
Israel’ that theonly time we readof David going to Geshuris in 1 Samuel 27:8. That
wasa timewhenDavid seemedunableto trust in theLord, hewasso wearyof Saul’s
animosity. In verse1, it tellsusthatDavidsaid‘I shallnowperishonedayby thehand
of Saul.’ It was,of course,very difficult for David but he hadbeenanointed by God
(throughSamuel)to betheking of Israelsothathadto cometo pass. It wasnotpossible
for Saulto kill him but hecouldnot seethat.

Goddoestry the faith of His peopleandDavid experiencedthat. It maynot beeasy
for usto believethatGodwill keepHis Word but He alwaysdoes– andprecisely.
David’s fearledhim to gotoAchish. It wasat this time,thatheinvadedtheGeshurites

andit seemsveryprobablethathethenmetMaachah.It wouldseemthatMaachahwas
verybeautifulbut thatwouldnothavebeensufficientreasonfor marriageandGod’slaw
prohibitedDavid from enteringinto sucha union. Yet he took herandthis resulted in
their having bothAbsalomandTamar.
Whenwecometo chapter13,Absalomhadgrownto be aman Followingthemurder

of Amnon, he fled and verse37 tells us that it was to Talmai, king of Geshur, his
mother’s old home,andhestayedtherefor threeyears.

Absalom hadcommitteda terriblecrime but David seemsto havebeensoft with his
children,as,perhaps,fatherstendto be. AmnonwasdeadsothatDavidappearedto be
thinking of Absalom,andhemournedhis son’sbeingaway. Joabrealisedthesituation
andhe schemeda way for David to receivehis sonbackto Jerusalem. However,the
return did notbringaboutthemeetingof fatherandson. ‘Absalomdwelt two full years
in Jerusalem,andsaw not theking’s face’(14:28).
As a result,Absalomsentfor Joab,but he ignoredthecall. This happenedtwice and

thenhe told his servantsto setJoab’s field on fire. It broughtabouta responsebut it
wasadangerousthing to doasfire soonspreadsandgetsoutof handso thatwhocould
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tell where theactionwould lead?Absalomobviously thoughtthathewastheoneto be
kingandhecould notwait till his fatherdiednaturally, so hewascontinually scheming
for himself.

It seems that in his scheminghe desiredthe nation to look uponhim asa suitable
personto beking sothatwould bethereasonfor his wanting to meethis fatherandget
his acceptance.
Chapter15describeshowhesoughtto win theheartsof thepeople. Heroseearly. He

went to thegate. He supportedthepeoplewho came to him without listeningto both
sides,which indicatedthat he would not makea fair judge. He kissed the peopleon
their hand. He blamedtheking for not dealingwith cases, andhesaid ‘Oh that I were
madejudgein the land,thatevery manwhich hathany suit or cause might come unto
me,andI would do him justice.’

WhenAbsalom hadmet his fathertheking hadkissedhim andthusshowedhis love
for his waywardson;but therewasno kiss for David. Theson did not appearto have
a reciprocallove. If David hadbecomelax,Absalomoughtto havetriedto remedythe
situation ratherthanaccusehim of doingnothing.

Subsequently, Absalomapproachedthe king and told him that he hadmadea vow
whilst in Geshurthathewould serveJehovah. Thatprobably wasa lie but that is what
hesaid in orderto beseenashavingtheblessing of David. David said to him ‘Go in
peace’(15:9).

Then,in his scheming,hesentspiesthroughoutall the tribesof Israel,endeavouring
to win favour, so that whenhe claimedthe crown,he would havesupport. It saysin
verse 11 that he took two hundredmen from Jerusalem and they ‘went in their
simplicity’ – theydid notknowwhathewasdoing. Theyseemedto assumethathewas
loyal to his father! So,in verse12 we readthat ‘thepeopleincreasedcontinually with
Absalom.’
Hethenproclaimedhimselfking,whichcausedDavidto fleefromthecity. David was

acapablefighterbut hemusthavehadsomereasonfor notengagingin combat, whether
hedid not desireto fight againsthis sonor whetherhedid not wish a battle in theCity
of Jerusalem.

It wasa concernto David thatAhithophelsidedwith Absalom. He wasa very wise
andclever man. It is saidthatwhenhespokeit wasasif he ‘enquiredat theoracle of
God’ (16:23). So,David wasdrivento prayercrying, ‘O Jehovah,I prayThee,turn the
counselof Ahithophelinto foolishness’(15:31). Godansweredhis prayer.
TheadviceAhithophelfinally gavewasthatheshouldtakemenandsmite David,and

thenAbsalomcouldbecomeking. However,this couldneverhappenbecauseGodhad
said thatSolomonwasto beking. Godhadpurposed that the throneshouldnot go to
theeldest– to Amnon,or to Chiliab, or to Absalom, andincidentally, it wasnot to go
to Adonijah (the fourth son),who later proclaimedhimself king. God had said in 1
Chronicles 22:9 that Solomonwas to be the successor – and that was said before
Solomon wasborn!
Hushai, whowasatruefriendof David,waswilling to doall hecouldto helptheking.

WATCHING AND WAITING 5
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Hushaiwasalsoa very wise manandhe gavecounselbut, in any case, ‘Jehovahhad
appointedto defeatthegoodcounselof Ahithophel’ (17:14)
Absalomtook thecounselof Hushaiandwenthimself to thebattle whichendedin his

beingslain.
In thinking of Absalomasa type of the antichrist thereare just five thoughts that I

would like to mention.

He wasa Man of Deception
His deceitfulnessis clearlyseenin his deceivingthose two humdredmen(15:11). He

wasa flattererwhich is shownin theway hetold everyonewho cameto him thattheir
matters weregoodandright (15:3).

It is certain that the antichrist will be like that. In Daniel 11:21 we read,‘He shall
comein peaceably,andobtain the kingdomby flatteries.’ In the psalms it says, ‘The
wordsof hismouthweresmootherthanbutter,butwarwasin hisheart:hiswordswere
softer than oil, yet were they drawnswords’(55:21). When Absalom spoke to the
people,heinferredthattheywouldhavewhattheywanted– akind of socialism. Daniel
tellsus‘Heshallenterpeaceablyevenuponthefattestplacesof theprovince... heshall
scatter amongthemtheprey,andspoil, andriches’(11:24).

He wasa Man of Hate and Ruthlessness
‘AbsalomhatedAmnon’(13:22). Thatwashisbrotheryet thathatredwasin hisheart.
The outcomeof this is revealedin verses28-29. A noticeablething aboutthis manis
thatwhateverhedid therewasnosignof repentance.All thattimebetweenthisruthless
murder and his coming before David he showedno sorrow for his cruelty. His
ruthlessnessextendedto his treatmentof Joabwhenhe setfire to his field. Also, his
action againsthis own fatherwascruel in spiteof all David’s continuedkindness.
The antichrist will certainlybe like that. In Daniel 7 the kingdomsof this world are

represented as wild beasts,the kind of creaturesthat would tear anybodyto pieces.
Thenin Daniel8:23-24weread,‘In thelattertimeof theirkingdom(theendof theage),
whenthe transgressorsarecometo the full (the world is gettingworse, not better), a
king of fiercecountenance,andunderstandingdarksentences,shall standup. And his
power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall destroy (he will be
ruthless)wonderfully,andshallprosper, andpractise,andshalldestroy themighty and
theholy people.’

He wasAdmired and Receivedby the People
People likedAbsalom. Hewasadmiredby them. Hedid everythinghecouldto bring

thatabout. He wasgood-lookingandvery attractive(14:25-26).Those versessay that
‘ there wasnoneto besomuchpraisedasAbsalomfor his beauty.’ Tamaris described
as ‘a fair sister’ (13:1). Similarly, Absalom’s daughter,also named Tamar, was ‘a
womanof fair countenance;(14:27). Thatis why I suggestedthemother,Maachah,was
probably beautiful.

6 WATCHING AND WAITING
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Thedescription of Absalom’sdealingswith people(15:1-12)makesit easyto seewhy
people wereattractedto him. We read‘Absalomstole thehearts of themenof Israel’
(verse6).
This isall apictureof theantichrist. WehavealreadyseenthatDaniel 8:24says,‘His

power shall be mighty ... andhe ... shall prosper.’ In Revelation13, the antichrist is
describedas‘the beast.’ Somecriticise us for our taking the Bible li terally andmock
us,accusing us of thinking this refersto an actual beast. But, of course,we takethe
Bible literally asit tells ushe is a man. His characteris thatof a beast. It says,‘The
world wonderedafter thebeast’(verse3); ’They worshippedthebeast, saying,Who is
like unto thebeast?’(verse4); ‘All thatdwell upontheearthshall worship him, whose
namesarenotwritten in theBookof Life’ (verse8). Incidentally theRomanpontiff has
never beenworshippedlike that!

He wasAnti-David and Exalted Himself
Thewayin whichAbsalomspoketo thepeoplewhenhemetthemin thegate indicates

quite clearly that he sought to destroy David’s reputation (15:3). His action
subsequentlydeprivedDavidof beingin Jerusalem,theveryplacethatGodhadchosen
for worship;andhewashappyto do this!
Again, this is like theantichrist. Danieltells us‘He shall magnify himself in his heart

... he shall alsostandup againstthe Princeof princes’(8:25). So, in opposing David
andseeking his own elevation,Absalomwas truly a type of the antichrist. In Isaiah
14:14 we haveantichrist’s words,‘I will ascend abovetheheights of theclouds;I will
belike theMost High.’ Daniel tells us,‘The king shall do according to his will; andhe
shall exalt himself,andmagnify himself above every god,andshall speakmarvellous
thingsagainsttheGodof gods,andshallprosper til l the indignation beaccomplished:
for that that is determinedshallbedone’(11:36). It is refreshing to seethatall that to
which antichrist will aspireis accordingto thedeterminate will of God. Thenthereis
thatwell-knownverse(2 Thessalonians2:4)whichspeaksof thesonof perdition,‘Who
opposeth andexaltethhimselfaboveall thatis calledGod,or thatisworshipped;sothat
heasGodsittethin the templeof God,shewing himself thathe is God.’ Incidentally,
we never readin theBible that thetempleof Godis in Rome.

He wasFinally Destroyed
In spite of David’s instructionnot to harmhis son, Joab‘took threedartsin his hand,

andthrustthemthroughtheheartof Absalom,whilehewasyetalive in themidstof the
oak. And tenyoungmenthatbareJoab’sarmourcompassedaboutandsmoteAbsalom,
andslew him’ (18:14-15). All the flattery andall the supportAbsalom hadgainedall
came to nothing. Absalomwasslain. He never becameking.

Likewise,antichristwill ultimately fail. ‘He shall be broken without hand’(Daniel
8:25). ‘He shallcometo his end,andnoneshall helphim’ (Daniel11:45). ‘Then shall
thatWicked be revealed,whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of His mouth,
andshalldestroy with thebrightnessof His coming’ (2 Thessalonians2:8). ‘The beast
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wastaken,andwith him thefalseprophetthatwroughtmiraclesbeforehim, with which
hedeceivedthemthathadreceivedthemarkof thebeast, andthemthatworshippedhis
image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone’
(Revelation 19:20). Verse15 had spoken of the Lord treading the winepress thus
indicating His actsof judgment. Thetreaderof thewinepresscrushesthegrapes - not
Himself, assomesuggest.Whenwereadaboutthis in Isaiahaswell ashereit refersto
thesolemnactof Jehovah’s dealingwith thewicked.

In closing,I would like to reada paragraphfrom Mr Newton’s book, ‘Babylonand
Egypt.’ ‘The period of the weaknessof truth, is, as might be expected,the hour of
Satan’s triumph. It was when David was feebleand the vigour of his government
relaxed,thatAbsalompretendedto bethefatherof peace,andstole awaythehearts of
Israel, by promisinggreaterandbetterthingsthanDavid’s thronehadgiven. Nor is it
otherwisenow. Christianityhaswaxedfeeble;iniquity hasabounded;lovewaxedcold.
Theopportunityis affordedfor othersystemsadverseto Christandto His truth, to steal
away the heartsof men,and to promiseblessingswhich Christianity (they say) has
failedto give. ButAbsalomprosperedonly for aseason. Thecovenantwith thethrone
of David wasorderedin all thingsandsure. It wasableto endurethestorm. Soshall
it befinally with Christ’speopleandwith His truth. It is asenduringasHimself, Whose
kingdomis aneverlastingkingdom,andHis Nameendureththroughoutall generations.
How honourablethenandhowblessedtheplaceof associationwith Christ’s truthwhilst
yetsuffering in theearth! How surelywill theywhokeepthewordof Christ’s patience,
rejoicewhenthathourof temptationwhichis coming‘uponthewholeworld to try them
thatdwell upontheearth’shall havepassed,and thesovereignty of theworld become
at lastthesovereigntyof their God,andof His Christ.’

_____________________________________________________________________

An Eternal Abode
By F S Parnham

(Mr Parnhamwrote,for distributionamongstbelievers, regular Biblemessageswhich
were publishedunderthetitle ‘OccasionalPapers.’ ThiswasNo.13).

Li fe ‘underthesun’is, at best,but a transitorything. Thereis little in it that is really
sureor permanentunlessit betherepetitionof thosephenomenawhichmarkits course
andmakeit akin to theprocesswhereby‘all theriversrun into thesea;yet thesea isnot
full; untotheplacefrom whencetheriverscome,thithertheyreturnagain’(Ecclesiastes
1:7). Even thehumanframe,that fragile habitationwhich theapostle Paul likens to a
tent or tabernacle,though fearfully and wonderfully made,cannot long resist the
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general wearandtearof earthlyexistenceandsubsequentdissolution.
Youth budsand blossomsto manhoodwith expandingvitality. Nevertheless, thetime

sooncomeswhenthedecayingtissuesof thebodyarerenewedwith diminishingvigour
andeffectivenessastheshadowslengthentowardstheeveningof man’slittle day. ‘All
go unto oneplace;all areof thedust,andall turn to dustagain’(Ecclesiastes3:20). It
is a constantcomingandgoing;we arrive only to depart.

How mercifully andgloriously this gloomy prospect is changedwhendivine grace
freely operatesby faith! To every repentantsinner ‘the gift of God is eternal life
throughJesusChrist our Lord’ (Romans6:23), such beingthe unmerited bestowal of
thatwhich is age-enduringandunchangeable,because it is of Godandpartakesof His
nature (2 Peter1:4). It involvesa spiritual revolution within the sphereof God’s new
creation whereold thingshavepassedaway neverto return andall thingshavebecome
new with thefullnessof eternalblessing(2 Corinthians5:17).

Spiritually consideredwe areno longer ‘under the sun.’ We aretransportedto ‘the
heavenlies’(Ephesians2:6),andevenif we haveknownChrist hitherto‘after theflesh’
yet now henceforthknow we Him no more according to the fashion of men (2
Corinthians5:16). Fromthis crucialhouronwardsour ‘l ife is hid with Christ in God’
(Colossians3:3).
Af ter thedarknesstherecomesthelight, whentheshadowsfleeaway;afterthestorms

of life thereis a greatcalm,while for theutterly worn andwearyGodhaspreparedan
abiding rest. Isaiah’s messageto Israel (32:18) is not without its distinctive and
prophetic import for ustodayaswe contemplateour futurewith thequiet assuranceof
faith. It forms a delightful parallel to what the Lord Jesus revealedto His sorrowful
followers, prior to His crucifixion, in order to comfort them in their distressand to
reconcile themto the thoughtof His impendingdeparture:‘In My Father’s houseare
manymansions(abodes); if it werenoso,I wouldhavetold you. I goto prepareaplace
for you’ (John14:2).

It is a goodthing to listen to this sacredvoice from the pastandto let its accentsof
tendernessfall afreshupon our dull and sometimes heedless ears. Mark well the
personalsolicitudeof the Lord’s promise:I am going to preparea placefor you. All
that is needfulfor the receptionof His redeemedonesis to be madereadyunderHis
watchful eye. Nothing is to be sparedto ensurethe comfort, the safety andthe well-
being of thosefor whom He died, so that in the place of His loving preparations,
purchasedfor themby the sacrificeof Himself, they shall sit down underHis shadow
with greatdelight (Songof Solomon2:3). And what of the habitation itself? In the
King’s palacethereis accommodationfor a greatmultitude;therefore,saith the Lord,
‘ In My Father’s houseare many abodes’ (so the Greek, from a verb indicating
permanency),contrastedwith the frail andflimsy tentsof former days. So the Royal
apartments areopenedwide to afford theLord’s peoplesuchhospitality andshelter as
befits thelove of Godandthedignity of their acquiredsonship.
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Thoughconsciousof their utter unworthinessto occupy eventhe lowliest position in
heaven,yet, asbeggarslifted up in mercy from thedunghill, Godwil l setthemamong
princesandmaketheminherit thethroneof His glory (1 Samuel2:8). Thusbasking in
thesunshineof His benignpresence‘they shallseeHis face;andHis Nameshall bein
their foreheads’ (Revelation22:4),for faith wil l mergeinto sight andhopeinto reality,
whenthewordsof ourLord’sbeatitudefind their trueandabiding fulfilmentin heaven:
‘Blessedarethepurein heart:for theyshall seeGod’ (Matthew5:8).

Hear, then, the voice of the prophet,all ye that are weary and heavy-ladenor
discouragedby thehardnessof theway; ‘The work of righteousnessshall bepeace;and
theeffectof righteousnessquietnessandassurancefor ever. And My peopleshall dwell
in a peaceablehabitation,and in suredwellings and in quiet resting places’(Isaiah
32:17-18). Themouthof theLord hathspokenit andHe cannot lie.

_____________________________________________________________________

The Only Effectual Cure
By DouglasD Jones

(In our lastissue– Volume28,No.20– wereportedtherecenthome-call of Mr Jones.
Old copiesof our magazinecontainsomeof the messagespreachedby him over the
years at our SovereignGrace AdventTestimony meetings, but the following is the
substanceof a sermonpreachedat Trinity BaptistChurch, Gloucester about40 years
ago).

Wereadabouthim in theBible in 2 Kings5. His namewasNaaman,armycommander
of theSyrianking, thoughtmuchof by hismaster,andanational heroonaccount of his
victories. Somepeoplemighthavebeenquiteenviousof suchaman,thatis, if theyhad
notknown of somethingwhichcastanugly shadowovereverythingelse in his li fe. The
trouble wasthathewasa leper. Leprosyis a loathsomedisease, far morewidespread
in Bible times then it is today, althoughstill found abundantly in some countries.
Modern medicalsciencehasdonemuchto alleviatethedreadful suffering it bringsand
sometimescuresareeffected. In thosedays,however,therewasnoknownhuman cure.

Underthe law of Godgiven to Mosesfor thenationIsrael,a leperhadto be isolated
fromothercompany,not, it seems,necessarilyfrom risk of infection,butbecauseof the
loathsomenessof thedisease.In someof theGentilenations, however, thiswasnot the
practice. It appears,then,thatNaamancontinuedhis duties,but hemust haveknown
thathewasa doomedman. Ultimately theleprosywould takesucha hold on him that
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hewould betoo repulsiveto look at andhewould eventually die from its effects.
Whatdohonours,wealth andpositionmeanto amanwhenheknowsthathisdaysare

numbered?
We live at a time whenMan is makinga greatnamefor himself. This is the ageof

human achievement,yet it is clear that there is something seriously wrong with
humanity. On all sides we see turmoil, confusion, strife, warring, suffering and
unhappiness.What is wrong? It is thatMan hasbeenaffl ictedby something inherent
within him whichcanbelikenedto thedeadlydiseaseof whichwehavebeenspeaking.
It is sin. Man is a sinnerin the sight of his Creator. He hasa natural andcontinual
tendencyto rebelagainsttheGodof theuniverse, rejectingthefact thattheearth is the
Lord’s – not his – and that the world and all that it contains belongsto God. It is
becausemenarenot right with Him that they arenot right with oneanother. What is
more, assuch,Mankind is underthe judgmentof God. Just asa Jewish leperwascut
off from the fellowshipof others,becauseof thevilenessof his disease, so thesinner,
by nature,is unfittedfor fellowshipwith theholy andpureGodWho createdhim. Sin
is abhorrent to God,andit bringsseparationfrom Him.

There is a kind of leprosyknown as the anaesthetictype, because patchesof the
affectedskin loseall sensation.A personmay at fi rst be quite unawareasto what is
wrong,sincethereis aninsensibilityto injury. Forexample,aburnon theaffectedarea
doesnot hurt. Oneof the characteristicsof sin is that therearemultitudesof people
utterly obliviousof theseriousnessof their condition in thesight of Godandthat they
are facing aneternityseparatedfrom Him, beingquite unfittedfor His presence. How
appropriatethen,is leprosyasa pictureof sin, thatwith which everyoneof usis born,
yet the implicationsof which we may be quite ignorant. Naaman’sleprosy,however,
was suchthathewaswell awareof it. Thefactmust havecast a terrible cloudoverhis
whole life. So he might have gone on to the end of his days had not something
happenedwhich we seeclearlyastheover-ruling of a merciful GodWhose love is not
confinedto onenation.

TheSyrianshadgoneout in bandsononeof their raidingexpeditionsinto theterritory

of Israel andhadtakencaptivea little girl. A most terrifying experienceit musthave

beenfor her,too,wrestedfrom herfamily who would havebeenleft in deepsorrow. It

came aboutthatshewas giventhetaskof waiting on Naaman’swife. Shemight easily

haveevidencedbitternessandresentmentat her lot andacted in a very sullenmanner,

but it seemsthat evenin oneso youngthereburneda vital faith in the OneTrue God

Whomshehadcometo know in hernative land. Shelearnedof hermaster’scondition,

of theterrible diseasewhichhadtakenholdof him andfor whichheknew nocure. And
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thelove of Godin thatlittle girl’s heartbroughtthereactionwhich causedherto sayto

hermistress,‘I wish my masterwerewith theprophetwho is in Samaria, for hewould

curehim of his leprosy.’ Shewasreferringto Elisha.
Did hemakea practicein his own nationof healinglepers? No, asJesussaid many

years later, the prophethad neverdonesucha thing in Israel. But that little maid,
knowing thatElishawasGod’sprophetanda miracleworker,believedwholeheartedly
thathecouldbeusedof Godto healherheathenmasterof this dreaddisease. Shenot
only believedit, but shewasreadyto sayso,too,whateverthereaction of hermistress
might beto herclaim. Whatshesaidobviouslymadeanimpression,for Naaman’s wife
told him aboutit, andhein turn wentto theking to inform him, whereupontheking of
Syria sentoff Naamanto the king of Israel with gifts of silver and gold and costly
clothes. Theaccompanyingcommunicationread,‘Wit h this letter I havesentNaaman
my servant to you sothatyou maycurehim of his leprosy.’
TheSyrian king wasthinking in termsof a heathenmonarch’sauthority. He expected

theking of Israelto orderElishatheprophetto cureNaaman.Whenhereadtheletter,
this did not occurto theking of Israel. He sawthewhole thing asa trick to sparkoff
freshwarfarebetweenthetwo nations. He wasvery perturbed.‘Am I God,to kill and
make alive, that this man sendsto me to cure a man of his leprosy?’ he said. ‘Just
considerandseehow he is seekinga quarrelagainstme.’ Thereweremany thingshe
might have doneasa king, but hewaspowerlessin this field.
He did at leastrecognisethefact,which is morethancanbesaidfor manyrulersand

leaders in moderntimesin relationto thepitiful stateof mankind. How long theyhave
assertedtheirownability to bringaboutagoldenageof peaceandprosperity amongthe
peoplesof theworld. Theyhavetheirsummitconferencesandtheir greatschemes.We
have seenthe cominginto beinganddeceaseof the Leagueof Nations andthe equal
failure of the United NationsOrganisationto bring aboutthe conditions it set out to
achieveat its formationin 1945. Its headquartersoccupiesan18acresite onManhatten
Island,NewYork, andmillions of dollarsarespentyearlywith whatresult? While it is
truethatconsiderablematerialhelphasbeengivento thosein undevelopedcountries,it
has to be asked,‘Have we seenthe peaceand securityamongthe nations which it
pledgeditself to achieve?Is theworld reallyabetterplacein whichto live? Are people
anyhappierandmorecontented?’Theanswerto suchquestionscanonly be,‘No!’ The
solution to the problemdoesnot lie in the wielding of royal sceptresor in statesmen,
politicians,scientistsandphilosophers.Nor is it to befoundin li felessreligioussystem.

Naamanwassentto the wrong personandmanysin sick souls arebeingsent to the
wrongpeopletoday. However, in his case,hewaseventuallydirectedto theprophetof
Godof whomthe little maidhadspoken. It musthavebeenquite an impressive sight
as the Syrian commanderarrived at the door of Elisha’s house with his horses and
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chariot. But whatdo you think? Theprophetdid not evencome out to greethim, let
aloneshow him theanticipatedrespectfor suchanimportantperson. Elishajust senta
messengertelling him, ‘Go and wash in Jordanseventimes and your flesh will be
restored,andyou shallbeclean.’
It wassuchasimplecoursewhichElishainstructedNaamanto take,but it did not suit

him onelittle bit. He hadhis own preconceivedideasasto thenatureof this cureand
the one prescribedwas most humiliating. In fact, he was furious, and went away
complaining bitterly thathe thoughtElishawould havewavedhis handover theplace
andcuredhim. How hispridehadbeenhurt. Did not this Israeliteprophetrealisewho
he was? He hadnot evenbotheredto cometo the door of his house! Insteadof an
expecteddisplayof supernaturalpower, he hadbeentold to go andwashin the River
Jordanseventimes. Jordan! Thatmuddyriver! Why, thereweretheAbanaandPharpar
rivers which transformedthe wildernessaroundDamascusin his own country. Were
theynot betterthanall thewatersof Israel? Oh,hewasangry. How darethis mantell
him, thegreatNaaman,to do sucha thing.

How typical was his reactionto many who are told of God’s remedy for their sin.
Whenthey hearthat theyhaveto cometo Him just astheyare,asguilty, lost sinners,
with nothing to pleadof personalmerit or achievement,but that theyhaveto repentof
their sinsandcastthemselveson themercyof God,trustingin theatoningwork of His
Son,the Lord JesusChrist wroughtuponthe crossof Calvary, thenpride is wounded
deeply. Thenaturalmandespisessuchacourse,becauseit humbleshim to thedust and
hedoesnot like beinghumbled.

Among Naaman’s servantswere thosewho saw the folly of his reaction and were
preparedto reasonwith him. ‘My father’theysaid, ‘if theprophethadbid youdosome
great thing,would you not havedoneit? How muchratherwhenhesaysto you,wash
and be clean?’ They knew that, bravesoldier that he was,Naamanwould not have
fl inchedfrom somegreattaskto effecthis cure,but Elishahadnot told him to do this.
In fact he had beentold to do somethingvery simple, but herehe was rejecting it
becausehis pridehadbeenhurt. As theyappealedto him, sothegreatwarrior realised
whatafoolish,arrogant manhehadbeen.Heproceededto theRiver Jordananddipped
himself seventimesaccordingto thewordof themanof God,andhis fleshwasrestored
like that of a little child and he was clean. Then he returnedto Elisha with all his
attendantsandcameandstoodbeforehim, saying,‘Behold,now I knowthatthereis no
Godin all theearth,but in Israel.’

Do I speakto someonewho hasbeenunwilling to acknowledgetheir condition asa
guilty sinnerin thesightof God? Hastherebeena refusal to come in truehumili ty to
Him in repentanceandfaith in His Son,theLord JesusChrist? I tell you, if you come
to GodonHis terms,youwill knowthecleansingpowerof His preciousBlood,andthe
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peaceof God which passesall understandingwill be your portion as you become
reconciled to Him. Like Naaman,you will be able to say, ‘Now I know’ with a
conviction bornof experience.
Oh, thejoy of beingableto say,‘I know in WhomI havetrusted.’A dueappreciation

of what happenedat Calvary canonly result in the samehappening to us. As Isaac
Wattsputs it in hiswell-knownhymn,‘When I surveythewondrouscrossonwhich the
Prince of Glory died, my richestgain I countbut loss,andpour contempton all my
pride.’

_____________________________________________________________________

Israel Tour, 2017: A tour of Israel(theLandof theBible) is being arrangedby Blue
Star BibleToursto takeplace14th– 26thJuly,2017. Godwilling, it will beled by Mr
JohnDouglaswho,asour readerswill know, is alwaysa very welcome preacherat our
SGAT meetings. The commentsthroughoutthe tour will be in accordancewith our
Testimony, andthesecretary,having alreadybeenon a previoustour with Mr Douglas,
can thoroughly recommendgoing with him. It is always very profitable to seethe
placesmentionedin the Bible, but it would be easy to go with a leaderless taughtin
prophetic truth. Enquiries can be sent to Rev W McDowell (E-mail:
wesleymcdowell@btinternet.com).(Tel: 02870558308. Mobile: 07888804804).

Works by Mr B W Newton(1807-1899):This is justa reminder thatwehaverecently
hadreprinted tenvolumesof Mr Newton’s works,bookswhich havebeenout of print
for many years- all in hardback. Although written so long ago – in the nineteenth
century – they are very relevant at the presenttime. The titles, which every Bible
studentshouldhave,areasfollows:

(1) Aidsto PropheticEnquiry.
(2) Babylon andEgypt:Their FutureHistory andDoom.
(3) Prospectsof theTenKingdomsof theRomanEmpire.
(4) Thoughtson theApocalypse.
(5) David, King of Israel.
(6) Lectureson theRomans.
(7) TheMillennium andIsrael’sFuture.
(8) Narrativesfrom theOld Testament.
(9) Romans7 Considered.

(10) Thoughtson Scriptural Subjects
This is a valuablesetandwe aresuggestinga priceof £75for all tenvolumes. This is
below cost. Why not buy a setfor your minister?
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S.G.A.T. Meetings: Godwilling, thethemeof themonthlymeetingsof theSovereign
GraceAdventTestimonyduring2017will be ‘Studiesin Ezekiel – TheGlory of God.’
We trustthatfriendswill beinterestedin thesubjectschosen,andwe would like to see
others cometo our meetings,which aredue to be held on the fourth Friday of each
month except August and December. The Spring Conferenceis in April and the
Autumn Conferencein September, when we have afternoon meetings at 4.pm. in
addition to the usualeveningmeetings.All eveningmeetingsareat 7.pm. Details of
the meetingsarrangedfor the presentquarteraregiven on the backpage,andso that
you caninsertthedatesin your diary andarrangeto bepresent,we would mention that
other meetingsfor theyeararedueto beasfollows:
April 28 (Aft)....TheVision of theSinsof theRulersof Jerusalem. . . . JohnDouglas

(Even)...TheVisionsof theParables
aboutJerusalem’s Condition . . . JohnDouglas

May 26...........TheVisionsof theSiegeandJudgmentof Jerusalem. . . . . . Paul Toms
June23...........TheVisionsof theJudgmentof theNationsaroundIsrael . Ivan Foster
July 28............TheVisionsof theFall of Egypt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ian Shaw
September22 (Aft).......TheVision of theValley of Dry Bones. . . . . . StephenA Toms

(Even).....TheVision of GogandMagog. . . . . . . . . . Martin Humphrey
October27......TheVision of theMillennial Temple. . . . . . . . . . . . . RichardMonteith
November24..TheVision of theNew Landof Israel. . . . . . . . . . . . . David McMillan

Recorded Messages: During 2016, the theme at our meetings has been
‘Foreshadowingsof the Antichristl.’ The different subjects and speakerswere –
Nebuchadnezzar(Martin Humphrey); Jeroboam(Paul Toms); Sennacherib (Brian
McClung); Ishmael(StephenA Toms); Absalom(StephenA Toms); Haman(Ian Shaw);
Pharaoh(Ivan Foster); Herod(StephenA Toms); AlexandertheGreat(JohnDouglas);
AntiochusEpiphanes(John Douglas); Nimrod (David McMill an); Goliath (Richard
Monteith); The messagescan be downloadedfrom the SovereignGrace Advent
Testimony website. For friends wishing to purchaserecordingsthe prices of the
cassettesare£1.20eachandCDs £1.50each. Pricesincludepostage. The messages
canalsobeheardonwww.sermanaudio.comonourpagewhichis, TheSovereignGrace
AdventTestimony.

‘Wat ching and Waiting,’ Volume 28: The current issueof Watching and Waiting
commencesanewvolumeof ourmagazine,whichmeansthatvolume28hasnowbeen
completed. The magazinesfrom 2012 to 2016 havebeenboundand the volume is
available,indexed,from ourselvesat £9.
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