
You are warmly invitedto meetingsarrangedby the
Sovereign GraceAdventTestimony, to beheld,Godwilling, at

NEW LIFE BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
44 SALUSBURY ROAD, LONDON,NW6 6NN

(near QueensPark UndergroundStation– BakerlooLine)

Theme for 2019– Highlights in Hebrews

January 25th, 7pm
Subject: Christ theSon of God(c1)

Speaker: Philip Knowles

February 22nd,7pm
Subject: Christ theSonof man(c2)

Speaker: David Park

March 22nd, 7pm
Subject: Christ theProphet– Superior to Moses(c3)

Speaker: Paul Toms

It ishopedthat eachmessagewill berecordedandfriendsshouldbeableto listen
to and download messagesfrom our website.Applications for cassettesand/or
CDs should be made to the secretary. Full lists of S.G.A.T. recordings andof
publications can be found on our website (WWW.SGAT.ORG) or may be
obtained from the S.G.A.T. secretary.
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Representative in Canada:MrAndrew Foster, 549 Johnson Crescent, Oliver, British
Columbia, V0H 1T5 (E-mail: atcfoster@gmail.com).

Representative in New Zealand:Miss E RWilson, 27Walshs Road,Ashburton, 7700

To our subscribers and friends: Please send subscriptions, gifts to Sustentation
Fund, for Bible circulation and orders for publications to the S.G.A.T. secretary, Mr
Stephen A Toms, 1 Donald Way, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 9JB. Cheques, etc. should
be made payable to ‘Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony.’ In order to save postage,
receipts will be sent with the next issue of the magazine.

To those not residing in the United Kingdom: In view of the high charge for
exchanging foreign currency, it would be appreciated if, where possible, friends send
in sterling. Supporters in Canada or New Zealand may send to their respective
representatives. Payments can be made over the S.G.A.T. web-site.

S.G.A.T. Council: Peter Fleming, Martin Humphrey, David McMillan,
Richard Monteith, Andrew P Toms, Paul Toms, Stephen A Toms.

‘Unto theSonHesaith, Thy throne, O Godis for everandever: asceptreof righteousness
is the sceptre of Thy kingdom. Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity:
therefore God, even Thy God, hath anointed Thee with the oil of gladness above thy
fellows.

Hebrews1:8-9.
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The Sovereign GraceAdvent Testimony has, in the mercy of God, completedthe
year of its centenary and we thought it good to include in the first issueof 2019
some articles wri tten by the fir st secretary of the movement, Mr George H
Fromow, while he wasstill a young man. Although the Testimony was formed in
November, 1918,themagazine ‘Watching andWaiting’ did not replace ‘Light For
PerilousTimes’ until April, 1919. Thepapers by Mr Fromow in this issuearetaken
fr om early copiesof ‘Watching and Waiting.’ IT NEEDSTO BE APPRECIATED
THAT THESE ARTIC LES WERE ALL WRITTEN IN THE ATMOSPHERE
AND SITUATIONSOF NEARLY 100YEARSAGO.

______________________________________________________________________

Dir ectAction
By GeorgeH Fromow

(This article is takenfromWatchingandWaiting,October,1919).

Thisphrase, asusedtoday, will lead to revolution. Whateverform of governmentmay
bein power, it is aChristian obligation to respect it andobeyit, in asfar asit is possible
in thefear of God.

Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus, Alexander, Caesar, were all to be obeyed,and to receive
tribute. Their power was delegated to themby God. Caesar’s governmentwas inferior
to Nebuchadnezzar’s,as iron is inferior to gold, but nevertheless it was to be
acknowledged. So too,constitutional or parliamentary government is of still less value
in the Divine estimate– it is but a mixture of iron andearthenwareas comparedwith
gold – yet thechild of Godshouldrecogniseits authority,andregardit as thebestGod
sees fi t to permit for the present. Let us do nothing to underminethe authority of
Parliament. Weakasit mayappear to us, let usnot despiseit, lesta worsecomeupon
us,having lessauthority, or worse– greater tyranny!

We are all conscious that there is today a fearful assault upon parliamentary
government. It is being despised, ignored or overridden amongall classes.
TheWar Cabinet took direct controlof NationalandImperialaffairs, underpretext of

a war necessity, but althoughpeace has,in measure, returned,therehasnot been full
restoration of a Cabinetdirectly responsibleto Parliament. Ministersseem to bea law
unto themselves.
In thelast phaseof thewar, a foreignGeneralissimohadtheempire’s resourcesin his

hands. At the PeaceConference the ‘Big Four’ were practically supreme in their
decisions. In all this theEnglishParliamentwasparalysed.

Cansuch thingsbedesirable? They mayhaveappeared inevitable,but to thestudent
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of prophecy are indicativeof the rapid drif t away from democratic government, to a
godless,lawlesstyranny. Parliament does proveweakandfickle asit leansfirst to the
left, thento theright, andnow to a central coalition. But with all its failings,we seein
it thebestform of human government which Godallowsfor our time. It is represented
by the‘I ron and Clay’ (Daniel 2:41-43).
If theiron-clay rule of theten kingdomsis superseded,what follows? Therule of the

Beastwil l follow (Daniel 7:24-25)andhispolicy will bedirect action to effecthisown
wil l (Daniel 11:36). Let us fear to supportanything that leans to unconstitutional
‘Direct action;’ it mayoverride and destroy whatGodnow permitsus– parliamentary
government.

It matters li ttle who takes direct action, the evil will follow, whether King or
Commoner; TradeUnion or Commercial Corporation;Miners or UlsterProtestants;the
believer shouldshunto countenance it. Labourhas its just grievancesto be righted.
Employers have their rights,which should beupheld. Protestantsmaywell fear ‘Rome
Rule,’ but neitherpartynor interesthastheright to takethe law into its own hands. It
is quiteunconstitutional,and for thebelieverunscriptural. If continued,andParliament
succumbs,lawlessnesswill abound,till onecomeswho will takeall Directactioninto
his own lawlesshands(2 Thessalonians2).

Men will be foundhandingoverall control and authority to him (Revelation17:13).
His action wil l bedirectindeed,for hewill direct all theenergiesof thetenconfederate
kingdomsagainst God and Truth, and‘makewar with theLamb’ and ‘with thesaints’
(seePsalm 2).

Godalsowil l takedirect action as is His Sovereign right, and makethesovereignty
of the world the sovereignty of His Son. That will involve the destructionof the
LawlessOneand his lawlessfollowers (2 Thessalonians2:8).

Meanwhile there is action for the saints of the Most High. Their poweris in direct
approach. ‘Let us comeboldly unto the Throneof Grace, to obtainmercy and find
graceto help in timeof need.’ Hereby theHoly Spirit will energisethem to witnessto
His dir ect action in their hearts, and use their witness for blessedaction in the
regeneration of souls,andtheir translation into theKingdomof theSonof God.

_____________________________________________________________________

Bolshevik at Heart
By GeorgeH Fromow

(This article is taken fromWatching andWaiting,March, 1920).

From America comesthe striking commenton ‘Bolshevists’– ‘Men fail to seethat
everyunconvertedpersononearthis aBolshevistatheart. Hepaysnoattentionto God,
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to His Laws, to His Son, to His Gospel,nor to His Church. He is a goduntohimself,
andhasnorespectfor hisCreator, Preserver, andRedeemer. How menhateBolshevism
when it is against human government, but how muchmorehateful it is in the sight of
God when it is against Divine Government. It will never end until Christ comes’–
Watchword and Truth.
‘Bolshevik’ is aRussiantermfor anextremeSocialistGovernment,formedby therule

of theSoviets. ‘Soviet’meansa council. Thesecouncilsare composedof theworkers,
soldiers,andpoorerclassesof society. Such governmentoughtto benomoreoffensive
thanwe might expect moderateLabourgovernmentto bein England,but in practiceit
hasdevelopedinto wild revolution, dominatedby an anarchistic tyranny,guilty of the
most lawlessand abominableatrocitiesconceivable.
Civili sedmankind is rightly opposedto thismanifestationof lawlessness,becauseit is

inhuman, becausehumanwisdomand experience and their product, humane laws,are
ruthlessly set asidein a wild outburst of new experiments.

But the radical evil of lawlessness towardsGod, of which all mankind is guilty, is
ignored. Thenationsseenot thebeam in their owneyes. Peopleswhorightly repudiate
revolution against man are not careful to refrain from it againstGod.

ProfessingChristendomtoo, while justly condemningBolsheviclawlessness,is fast
breaking away from thoseChristian laws which shehasprofessedto obey.

In fact, every classof humanityis Bolshevic at heart, in its determinationto berid of
theDivine control.
As onecontemplatestheprospectin thelight of prophecy, a questionarises– Will this

manifestation of lawlessness – Bolshevism – be received in the Romanor Prophetic
earth?We think not. It may succeed in holdingRussiaandSiberia; it maygainsupport
in Germany, and extendits influenceEastthroughCentral Asia, Afghanistanandeven
India. It maybethat here is thebarbarousforcewhich will organisethese‘K ingsof the
East’which will overthrowtheBabylonto be.

But it is not likely that it will do more thanfight for a footing in Englandor South-
WestEurope. Wethink it is tooextremein manifestation to gainpermanenthold in this
area. It partakestoo largely of the character of the ‘clay’ (earthenware)element to
becomesupreme in thesphere of PropheticScripture. As ‘clay’ therewill continue to
bea largemeasuremanifestamongusasseen in the ‘strikes,’ but the ‘iron’ elementis
alsowith us! It wil l balancetheothersideand not permit its supremacy.

Let no one rejoice overmuch to know that Bolshevik misrule cannotoverthrow
Progressive Civilization, and this European system of Finance, Commerceand
Education, Religious,Social and Military order. For let usnot fail to seethat this very
order of government in which Christendomgloriesand desires to uphold,is becoming
increasingly lawless,or BolsheviktowardsGod. GodandHis Trutharenot recognised,
but are blasphemedandmisrepresented.

Furthermore, Bolshevismwithout is hastening the predictedconfederationof the
Roman earth kingdoms. Just as PrussianMilitarism welded European nations in
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alliance to opposethatevil, soBolshevismis allying thewholeRoman earth,westand
east, to stem its flood TheLeagueof theNationsof theMediterraneanwil l beits result.

As to the British Empire,Bolshevism may prove a large factor in the progressof
disintegration, of which there are numerous signs. Note some of them:Australia is
being driven to act independently in order to secureherself permanenceasa Pacific
Power. In theeventof war shewould beisolated.Canadais likely to form asalliance
with U.S.A. againsttheJapaneseperil. Anyhow herorbit of interestmustbeAmerican
more than European,especially if American sentiment continues to drift in
estrangement from Europe. SouthAfrica hasa strong Nationalist Republicanparty,
which seeksseparation. Ireland’splight is tragic: herposition needsnoindicating. Will
she turn to U.S.A. to obtain what England will not give? Indian aspirationswill
probably lead her to orientate to the Japanesegroupof Powers. Egypt has National
hopes and is sure to be one of the States in the Ten Kingdoms. We notice these
tendencieswithin the Empire,and consider that the burden of Bolshevicplotting will
compel theColoniesto concentrateon Home affairs ratherthan Imperial. Theonetie
that bindsthe British Commonwealthof Nations is allegiance to His Majesty. If that
bondshould give way, what would remain? Rememberthat evennow the Colonies
could outvote the Mother Country in the Leagueof Nations, and in the Peace
Conference each one acted for itself, voting and signing independently. (N.B. Mr
Fromowgavetheseassuggestionsof possibilities,not prophecies– Ed.).

England,we expect, will be driven to rely on the MediterraneanLeagueof Nations,
where her religious,commercial, naval, mili tary andeducationalattachmentsseemto
lie.

See, then, in Bolshevism, a force which God is permitting to work to carry out the
fulfilmentof His predictions.Did He not sooverrule eventswhentheBolshevicheart
of the human Brotherhoodwas revealed at Calvary? ‘Him being delivered by the
determinatecounselandforeknowledgeof God,yehavetakenandby wicked(lawless)
handshave crucified andslain.’ Therethe ‘I ron’ partiesformeda Coalition. Romans
and Jews, Herodians,Phariseesand Sadducees, Priestsand Scribes,with unanimous
consentelected Caesarandcrucif ied theChrist of God! The‘Earthenware’ parties,the
masses of the people,choseBarabbas– a Bolshevicin lawlessness– while they too,
rejected the Christ! What is there to prefer in thesetwo manifestationsof the human
heart? Al l united– Royalty, Rulers,ReligionandRabble– in saying,‘We will nothave
thisman to ruleoverus.’ OnesidesaysCaesar, theotherBarabbas,butbothin rebellion
of heart and hand‘were gathered togetheragainstthe Lord, and againstHis Christ,’
saying, ‘Let usbreaktheir bandsasunderandcastaway their cordsfrom us’ (seeActs
4:25 and Psalm 2).

Today the world continues on the samecourse. Ere long it will manifest renewed
hatredof Him in His people. Our rulers, as well asthemasses,areripening,readyto
receive the ‘LawlessOne,’ thesupremeBolshevik. Theradicalrebellionof our fallen
nature will find its fullest expressionin the ‘Beast’unnameable,andwill worshiphim
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(Revelation 13).
Look back again to Calvary. Two men died,oneon either side of our King. Theone,

ashehad lived a lawlesslife towardsGodandman,diedblasphemingHim. The other
hadmanifested the samelawlessnessin life, but now hadmanifestedin him the free
graceof our Sovereign Lord.
‘Sin is lawlessness.’Of such lawlessnessin heart weall areguilty. ‘Wehaveall gone

astray, we have turned every oneto his own way.’
Thesemen were ‘thieves’ and ‘robbers.’ Havewe been less? What saysthe Spirit

throughMalachi? ‘Will a man rob God?Yet ye have robbedMe, even this whole
people! Wherein? In tithesandofferings.’ Do we sorealisethatwe haverobbed God
of that loveanddevotionof heartandmindandstrength,which is His due,thattowards
Him we have beenworsethanBolshevik: that we are constrainedto say,‘The dying
thief rejoicedto seethat fountainin hisday, and therehaveI, thoughvile ashe,washed
all my sinsaway.’

If we, with penitence,humility and brokennessof heart, cry with the secondthief,
‘Lord, rememberme when Thoucomestinto Thy kingdom,’then ‘the Lord hathmade
to meet on Him the iniquity of us all,’ and when He cometh in His kingdom all
Bolshevism of heart will bebanishedand‘we shall be like Him.’ Theearth, too, shall
know theblessing of His government.

_____________________________________________________________________

TheDanger of Dates
By GeorgeH Fromow

(This article is takenfromWatching andWaiting,June1920).

We raisethis warning becausetheWord of Godgives usno warrant to fix or forecast
any datesfor propheticfulfilment: wemustnotbewiseabovewhatis written,norallow
seeming coincidencesto give supportto our theorieswhenScriptureis silent. On the
otherhand,wewould notreject any findingsof thestudentsof (socalled)chronological
prophecy, if they can be proved. Until the proof comes,we repeatthe challengeand
urgethewarning.

We submit that prophecy deals not with the chronology,but the conditionsof the
times:not with datesof history, but descriptionsof humandoingsanddestiny.

A popular ideais that the history of theAdamic earth is to run 6,000years, i.e., six
‘days’ of 1,000years,andthat thecomingmillenniumwill beits seventh-daySabbath.
That this 1,000yearsof restand peaceis Scriptural, we hold,and it may beat theend
of 6,000yearsof human history,butwedonot find anydirect Scriptureteachingonthis
lastassumption. We believe that the time is at hand, becauseof the signs,spiritual,
moral, and national, but not by reasonof anyfixed numberof years.
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TheDesire to DiscoverDates
Now observe thatthedesireto discover datesis strongin humanity. Thenaturalmind

is curiousas to its destinedhistory. In evidence,mark thefortune-tellingandastrology
of all ages. Christian people, too, havegiven way to the impulse, andhavebecome
captivated by a study, groundedon anhypothesisof their own founding. Be it noted,
however, that Christians madeno attemptsto forecastdatesuntil AD400,andnot until
the last century havewe witnessedthe Historicist teachersfreely indulging in these
predictionsof time.

They haveadopted a theory which they have ‘discovered,’ on which their whole
system of interpretation is built. Briefly stated it is this: ‘That in propheticlanguagea
daysignifies a year.’ This they designate the ‘Year-daysystem.’ By it a year(Jewish
calendar) equates360yearsin prophecy 31/2 years equates 1,260years!

This system hasbeenfollowed by Dr Cumming,Dr Elliott andDr Guiness,besides
manymodern writers.

Note also that it hasa badfollowing in Russelites,Mill ennial DawnistsandAnglo-
Israelites,who largelyadoptit. 1914and1917werenamedaspossibledatesof theend
of this age! In face of this, we submit that, tragic as theseyears were, no events
transpiredof any prophetic importance, abovethe inclusiveandgeneralpredictionsas
to this age. 1920,1929and 1934arenow given aspossiblefinal dates! Eventhough
theseyearsshould proveto beyearsof crisis,evenshould1934betheend,thiswill not
prove that their basisof calculation was correct. If the premisesare wrong, weak,
uncertain, or unprovedfrom Scripture, the conclusionsreachedareunreliable,andno
Christian oughtto confide in them. It may sohappenthat this theorywill afford some
startling coincidences. What of it? Such a theory needsfar more than the most
astoundingcoincidenceto confirm it.
There is no Bible evidencethata day, in prophetic language, haseverbeenusedfor a

year. On thecontrary, whatever timehasbeenpredicted,it hasbeenfulfilled according
to theordinary calendarmeasurement.

Some of these teachers tell us that it is not possibleto outline any programme of
prophecy until the eventmakes history,andall we canknow is that certainyears will
beyearsof crisis. If that wereso,wherein is thepurposeof prophecy? It is notneeded
to provethatGodcanandhaspredicted events. Pastaccomplishmentswitnessthat,and
thereby accredit the Bible as Divine. Prophecyhasa purposebeyondthis: it is to
instruct our hearts asto presentworld movements,that living amidstthemwe maybe
separate from them, that we may so know coming events as to judge the motives,
methodsand meansof their promotion.

TheDiffi culty of thisDark Age
We admit thathistory presents thedifficulty of this dark ageand thesilenceof God to

the nations since He gave us the Scriptures. Has the Book nothing to say to
Mohammedanism, Romanismand Apostate Churches? Of Turkey, Spain, Rome,
France, PrussiaandGreatBritain, thosenationswhich havedominatedtheworld, while
Israel has been derelictand the Pilgrim Churcha wandering witnessto the heathen?
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Certainly it has. This ageis like aparenthesisin Israel’s history,duringwhichGodhas
given us no details of Gentile doings,but He hassufficiently describedthem for all
needful instruction. Matthew13 gives a parabolic outlineof Christendom;Revelation
1 – 3 describes theprevailingconditionsin thechurchesat thebeginningof thisperiod,
while we know from theplain statementsof theLord in Matthew24,by thevisionsof
Daniel andtheRevelation,that throughoutthisageGentilegovernmentwill treaddown
Jerusalemand scatter Israel.
Whatcould bedesiredmoreampleandexplicit for our guidancethanthesepassages?

Nothing thatany tableof datescould supply.

TheDaysof Daniel and theRevelation
Consider the daysof Daniel andthe Revelation. We appenda list of the periodsof

time mentioned,giving their equivalents in literal days,monthsor years:
Daniel 7:25-27: ‘A time,and times andthedividing of a time’ = 31/2 years.
Daniel 8:14: ‘2,300days,’i.e., nearly 7 years.
Daniel 9:24: ‘70 weeks’(or, heptads,or weeks of years), i.e., 70x7= 490years.
Daniel 12:11: ‘1,290days,’i.e., a little over31/2 years.
Daniel 12:12: ‘1,335days’i.e., a littl e over31/2 years.
Revelation 2:10: ‘tendays.’
Revelation 9:15: ‘A day,a month,and a year,’ i.e., a setday.
Revelation 11:2: ’42 months,’i.e., 31/2 years.
Revelation 11:3: ‘1,260days,’ i.e., 31/2 years.
Revelation 11:9: ‘31/2 days.’
Revelation 12:6: ‘1,260days,’ i.e., 31/2 years.
Revelation 12:14: ‘Time, times and half a time,’ i.e., 31/2 years
Revelation13:5: ’42 months,’i.e., 31/2 years

Remember that theseoccur in Scriptures,written by Jews to Jews, andthat thescale
of reckoningtimemusthavebeentheJewishcalendar, i.e.,360daysto ayear. In proof
that this calendaris used,notice that the same period is spokenof variously as 31/2
times, 1,260 days, 42 months, i.e. 31/2 years of 360 days. This is given in three
languages – Hebrew, Chaldean,andGreek– andthestatementsof time occurin literal
prophecies.
The Chronological, Continuistor Historical schoolsarguethat theseperiodsrepresent

various lengthsof time,according to the lengthof the year, whetherreckonedon the
scale of a lunar yearof 354days,a Jewishcalendar year of 360days,or a solar year of
365 days. By the useof thesethreescales, and by reckoningfrom various points of
history, they obtain several periods of various lengths,the final dates of which they
proclaim as epochaltime marks!

Surely this distinction of solar andlunar yearsis entirely extra scriptural! Nonedare
claim that Scripture mentionsany other year than that of the Jewishcalendar. The
theory that threescales of reckoningare used arisesbecauseof certaincoincidences of
chronologywhich make men guessthat such may have been thecase.
When is theperiod of 31/2 years to begin? That is theenigma,unsolvedby theWord,

in termsof time,only markedby events,thesignsof which we are to bewatching and
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waiting for. This period is reckonedbackward from the second coming of our Lord.
‘Of that dayknowethnoman.’ ‘Ye knowneitherthedaynorthehour.’ Thesignswhich
are to mark thecommencementof the31/2 years are these: Themanof sin shall break
his covenant with Israel, take supreme control of the ten kingdoms,reign in Babylon,
and set up the abomination of desolation in Jerusalem. We must watch the
developmentsof his antichristian system, not chronological charts,but conditionsand
characteristicsof our days.

Define the Danger
Finally, let us define the danger. The tendency of Chronologistsis to discussdates

instead of discerning theevil doingsof men,to call attention to thecalendar ratherthan
thecharacter,course,presentconditionsandfinal crisisof thisage. Datesmaybecome
dustin men’s eyes,veiling in amazeof astronomical calculationstheacuteseriousness
of our times. Datesdetract from watchfulness,whereforewediscarddefining them,but
declareon thegroundof thesignsof thetimesthatthelastdaysareonus,and theKing
is near at hand.

Furthermore, if dates are predicted,andthenfail of accomplishment,assooften has
been the case, what dishonour is cast on the prophet,and worse on the Word of
Prophecy, andon God Himself . Christian peoplearemadeto turn from the study in
dismay and disgust,while scoffers will say, ‘Your interpretationhasfailed, your Book
is discredited. Whereis thepromiseof His coming?’

It is our solemn conviction that Historicism,in its variousgrades,is helpingforward
thescoffers of thelastdays.
Thedanger is thatof presumption;suchis that of any extra-scriptural theory.
Neverthelessthedaysare determinedin theDivine decrees. ‘In the fullnessof time,

God sentHisSonto redeem usfromthecurseof thelaw.’ Thedeterminatecounciland
foreknowledgeof Godholdswithin its destiny the ‘set time to favourZion.’ ‘He that
shall comewil l come,andwill not tarry.’ ‘God’s methodsare sublime,His waysare
alwayskind; He neverwas beforeHis time,andnever wasbehind.’

_____________________________________________________________________

To BeJustif ied or Judged:Which?
By GeorgeH Fromow

(This article is takenfromWatchingandWaiting,August,1920).

Reader, which wil l beyour lot?
Romans8:1 reads:‘There is thereforenownocondemnationto themthatare in Christ

Jesus.’ ‘Verily, verily, I say untoyou,hethathearethMy words,andbelievethon Him
that sent Me, hath everlastinglife, andshall not comeinto condemnation (judgment),
but is passedfrom deathinto lif e’ (John5:24).
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‘Moreover, whom He did predestinate, them He also called; and whom He called,
themHealso justif ied, andwhomHe justified, themHealsoglorified ... Whoshall lay
anything to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that
condemneth? It is Christ that died, yearather that is risenagain, Who is even at the
right hand of God,Who also maketh intercessionfor us.’

The Teachingsof SomeChr istian Leaders
We quote theseinspired words thus fully, in refutation of the teachingsof some

Christian leaders, who assert that believers oughtto be in terror of the Judgment Seat
of Christ, lestthroughfailure to perform goodworks, to attain to a sufficientstandard
of holiness(which is undefined), throughdisobedience,unfaithfulnessin doctrine,or
non-sanctif ication of character, they may losetheblessingof sharingin theMil lennial
Kingdom; andworse, instead of reigningwith Christ,beconsignedto penalpunishment
for thatperiod. EvenPaul, say they, wasuncertain of obtaining his crown,althoughhe
said ‘ I thereforesorun,not asuncertainly.’
Thesepeopleclaim not to deny thatsalvation is by grace,butsay thatsalvationhaving

been experienced, works determine the saint’s prospects in every other respect,
specially in theMi llennium,evento theextent of being ‘with Christ’ in His kingdom,
or a thousand yearsin hades!

Test for Al l NewTeaching
It is well to try thefollowing test for all new teaching. Is Christexaltedthereby? In

this case the reply is emphatically ‘No!’ He is dishonoured thereby, His work
discredited, the value of His obedience nullified, His satisfactory substitutionary
sacrifice esteemed insufficient, His justifying, sanctifying grace impotent. If ‘able to
save,’ He would thereby beunable to keep.

We give suchteachersthe scriptural answer of Toplady’shymn, ‘From whencethis
fearand unbelief? Hath not theFather put to grief His spotlessSonfor me? And will
therighteousJudgeof men condemnmefor thatdebtof sin which, Lord, wascharged
on Thee? Complete atonement Thou hast made, and to the utmost farthing paid
whate’er Thy peopleowed. How thencanwrathon metake placeif shelteredin Thy
righteousness,andsprinkledwith Thy Blood? If Thouhastmy dischargeprocured,and
freely in my room endured the whole of wrath divine; paymentGod cannottwice
demand – first at my bleedingSurety’s hand andthenagainat mine. Turn, then,my
soul, unto thy rest! Themerits of thy GreatHigh Priesthaveboughtthy liberty. Trust
in His effi caciousBlood,nor fear thy banishmentfrom God,sinceJesusdiedfor thee.’

TheTeaching of All Paul’s Epistles
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The teaching of all Paul’s epistles would be nullified if this error were truth. That
believers are ‘all onein Christ’ is thecentral fact of all; thus:
Romansteaches ‘ In Christ’ – Justified.
Corinthiansteaches‘ in Christ’ – Sanctified.
Galatiansteaches‘In Christ’ – Crucified.
Ephesiansteaches‘I n Christ’ – Ascended.
Philippiansteaches‘ In Christ’ – Satisfied.
Colossiansteaches‘I n Christ’ – Complete.
Thessaloniansteaches‘In Christ’ – Victorious.
Hebrews teaches‘I n Christ’ – MadeNigh.

Termsand TextsWhoseForceWould BeLost
Terms andtexts whoseforce would be lost cometo mind, suchas‘Justified by His

Blood;’ ‘A n inheritanceamongthem which are sanctified;’‘Acceptedin theBeloved;’
‘Complete in Him;’ ‘He ... gave Him to beHead overall thingsto theChurch,which is
His body, the fullnessof Him that fil leth all in all’ (Ephesians 1:22-23); ‘By one
offering Hehath perfected for ever them that aresanctified’(Hebrews10:14);‘Beloved.
now are we thesonsof God’ (1 John3:2); ‘We arethechildren of God; and if children,
thenheirs,heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ’ (Romans8:16-17).
Do these, andlike expressions,applyto all, or only some of those‘in Christ’? Is ‘ the

General Assembly andChurchof the Firstbornwhich arewritten in heaven’divided?
(See Hebrews 12:23). Take the teaching of the resurrection in 1 Corinthians15:23,
‘Every man in his own order(or, rank): Christ the firstfruits: afterwardsthey that are
Christ’s at His coming.’ ‘The dead in Christ shall risefirst’ (1 Thessalonians4:16-17).
‘We shall not all sleep,but we shall all be changed, at the last trump’ (1 Corinthians
15:51).
Theteaching refutedhere would cancel thesepassages; would, in effect,mutilatethe

Bride of Christ and dismemberHis Body. It is a solemnlyseriousthing to seekto
separatewhatGodhasjoinedtogether. ‘Who shallseparateusfrom theloveof Christ?
... nor thingspresent,nor thingsto come.’ Certainlynot His Judgment Seat.

Threats of Judgment are Made
Threats of judgmentare made,not to believersassuch,somuchasto theprofessing

Church; thefactbeingthat theChurch onearth is addressedaccordingto herprofession.
e.g. the Epistle to the Hebrews containssuchwords as, ‘Let us therefore fear lest a
promisebeing left usof entering into His restany of you shouldseemto comeshortof
it.’

Thosewho claim to be in the kingdom of Christ will be judged as subjects;such
discriminating judgmentswe are taught in Matthew’s Gospel. However, the true
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subject is alwaysshownasenteringglory, while thefalseis alwaysutterly castout, e.g.
in Matthew25, theseparationis severeandeternal.

TheTouchstoneof This Teaching
Thetouchstoneof this teachingis discriminationbetweentheOld Adam and theLast

Adam – Law and Grace, the Flesh and the Spirit, Works and Faith, Judgmentand
Justif ication, PunishmentandPardon. Thesethingscannotbe joinedandmustnot be
confused.Theonepertainsto ournatural fallenstatein Adam,theotherto theElection
of Grace in Christ. The first step to Arminianism and all down-grade heresy is to
confuseGospelwith Law, and makesalvation conditional on fleshly exercises; for the
very faith that justifiesis ‘not of yourselves,it is thegift of God.’ ‘Of all thatwisdom
teaches,this is thegist: that manis deadin sins,and life’s a gift.’
In sosaying wedonotattempt to silencetheexhortationsof theGospel– ‘Let uswork

out our salvation with fear and trembling,for it is God that worketh in usboth to will
andto do of His goodpleasure’ (Philippians2:12-13).

Timesof Apostasyare on us
Times of apostasyare on us, in which efforts to cast down foundationprinciples

abound.Theseprinciples arenamed in Hebrews 6:1-2,onebeing ‘Eternal Judgment.’
If hell and eternal punishmentare not denied,otherthingsare broughtin to softenthe
teaching. In this casea purgatory is introduced. Theeffect is thesame:anobstacleis
erected betweenfaith andthe finished work of Christ, while theworksof thecreature
areexalted. To our mind this ‘Protestant’ purgatoryis asrepellentasthatof thePapist
dogma. WhetherPurgatory,Probation,ParadisewithoutChrist,‘LargerHope,’ or ‘Soul
Sleeping,’ we repudiateall thesethingswhich dim thesaints’prospects– ‘With Christ
which is far better:’ ‘Presentwith theLord.’

Testsof Tr ueDisciples the Lord Will Make
Testsof truedisciplestheLord will make,astaughtin 1 Corinthians3:12-17,where

Paul warns believers,that at the Judgment Seat of Christ,or ‘Bema,’he who is saved
may besaved asby fire, and suffer lossin theburning up of his worthlesswork, or in
addition to thesalvation of hissoulhewill have reward in anabiding work. Weshould
therefore seek to be ‘well-pleasingunto God in all things.’ Paul writes in Philippians
3:10-13,‘ If by anymeansI might attainuntotheresurrection from (among) thedead,’
i.e. thefirst resurrection(Revelation 20:6). He heldthetruth thatGod’shandhas‘ laid
hold of’ His people for ever, yet he recognisedhis need to pressonward, to ‘lay hold
on’ thatfor which hewas ‘laid upon.’ Thecertainty of his part in thefirst resurrection
urged him to seekexperimentalacquaintancethen with thespiritualprivilegeswhichhe
will enjoy to thefull in thatday.

With a reference from Romanswe commenced; with others from that epistlewe
conclude. Romans2:6-9showstwo awardsonly, ‘EternalLife’ ononehand,andonthe
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other, ‘ indignation, wrath, tribulation and anguish.’ Thosewho haveeternal li fe are
believers as chapter 4:4-5, ‘To him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace,
butof debt,but to him that workethnot,butbelieveth onHim that justifieththeungodly,
his faith is countedfor righteousness.’Thesepersonsarecarried in thoughtall through
theepistle, asin chapter5:1, ‘Being justifiedby faith, we have peacewith God... and
rejoicein hopeof theglory of God; verse9, ‘Being justified by His Blood,we shall be
saved from wrath throughHim;’ and socontinuing to chapter 8, we restcontentin the
Apostolic conclusion,‘Thereis therefore now no condemnationto them which are in
Christ Jesus.’

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

TheHistory of the Paper
By GeorgeH Fromow

(Taken fromanarticle in Watching andWaiting, March, 1921).

As ‘Perilous Times’ it ran for twenty years, originating in opposition to the
‘Downgrade’ movementof the Free ChurchCouncil. Its objects,statedon page1,
being ‘To hold anddefendTruth, andexposeandresisterror – To notepassingevents
in the light of the ‘Scripturesof Truth’ – To encourage, comfort, strengthen,andunite
theheartsof those‘whosighandcry for all theabominations’of these‘periloustimes,’
and seek to stand in humble separation from aboundingevils and from thosewho
maintain them, etc.’ We submitthat, thoughin conscious weakness,it hasgraciously
striven for its object. It wasthe first paperto resistMr R J Campbell’s teaching,long
before it came to a headin his ‘New Theology’ which revealedhow terribly it had
permeated Christendom. It has brought the Light of Truth to counteract apostasy
wherever found,at timeswhen mostreligious papers haveremainedsilent. Moreover,
it hasconstantly calledattentionto the rapid development of thoseconditionswhich
will mark theendof this age,and thefulfilment of propheticscripture, in thereturnof
our Lord, theHopeof Israel.
Themindsof theyounghave beenfortifi edagainstthedelusionsof modernteaching,

popular theology, andthe ‘higher’ criticism of manyuniversitiesand colleges,andhas
ledsuch to ‘Li ght in a murky place’ – Prophetic Scripture.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Letter from a Friend: We givebelow thesubstanceof a letter receivedearlylastyear
from a brother in theWestCountry
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‘I am writing to thankyoufor theten-volumeworksof B W Newton,andalsofor ‘The
Development of Antichrist’ by Andrew Bonar.
‘I firststumbledacross‘The Developmentof Antichrist’ somefifteenyearsago,whilst

wandering throughthebasement labyrinth of asecond-handbookshop,trailingmy wife
whoenjoyed exploringsuchplaces. It wasaroundthat time that matterseschatological
were beginning to be debated at our local church, with somesupportingwhat I have
cometo understandis called‘Replacement Theology,’while others wereasserting that
Godstill hada plan for His ancient peopleIsrael, and that theexistence of thepresent
Stateof Israel wasin fulfilment of Biblical prophecy. SomeoneaskedmewhereI stood
on the issueof Pre-, Post-,or A-millennialism,and I had to admit with somedismay
thatI did not evenknow enoughaboutthesubjectto understand thequestion! It made
me realisethat I waswoefully ill-informed abouttheteaching of Scripture in this area,
andthat if I wereto bea conscientiousChristian I shouldtakestepsto educatemyself
in it.
‘But, where to begin?And then, while readingtheBible I noticed thattheprophecies

quoted as being fulfilled by Jesusin the Gospels were fulfill ed literally, for example,
Jesusriding into Jerusalemon a donkey. Therewasnothingallegorical aboutthis. I
hadto wonderwhy I had never noticed this before. It occurred to methatperhapsthe
propheciesreferring to theSecondAdvent would therefore alsobefulfill ed literally.
‘It was shortly after this that I saw ‘TheDevelopment of Antichrist’ tuckedaway on a

shelfamidst a numberof obscureanddustyvolumesandin idle curiosity pickedit up
andstarted to readit. I soonrealised that I haddiscovered something of rare interest,
andI boughtthebook. Furtherreadingof thebookinformedmethatI wasnotmistaken
in thinking that Scripture prophecy wasmeant to be taken literally. I realisedthat a
whole new world of Bible studyhadopened up in front of me, andresolvedto study
andfollow up thethreadsgivenin ‘TheDevelopmentof Antichrist.’

‘I havelearned much since then,althoughthe demandsof a busy professional lif e
prevented me from studyingas deeply asI would havewished. However,now that I
am retired I hopeto havethetimeto go into thisproperly, Godwilling. I firmly believe
thatit wasourLord whowas‘directing ourpaths’that day in thebookshop,andcaused
my gaze to alight on Andrew Bonar’s book, republishedby Sovereign GraceAdvent
Testimony.

‘I had not heardof SGAT before, but recently wonderingif more informationwas
available I hada look usingtheinternet,andwaspleased to discoverthatyou arealive
andwell, with an active web-site. In my previousreading I noticedthat AndrewBonar
had paid tributeto B W Newton, andfinding that you havere-published someof his
works I decidedto order the set. There shouldbe enoughmaterial thereto keepme
quiet for a considerabletime!

‘I hope you wil l forgive me writing at somelength, but I wantedto convey my
appreciation of thework you are doing,particularlyin makingtheseinvaluableworks
known andavailable again.

Richard Golding.
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S.G.A.T. Meetings: Arrangementshavebeen made,God willing, for meetingsof the
Sovereign GraceAdventTestimony to beheldin 2019andthethemefor theyear is due
to be‘Highlights in Hebrews.’TheBookof Hebrewscontainsmuch importantteaching
andwe trust that friendswill be interestedin this chosen theme,andwe would like to
seeothers cometo our meetings,which we expectto hold on thefourth Fridayof each
month except August and December. The Spring Conference is in April and the
Autumn Conference in September, when we have afternoon meetings at 4.pm. in
addition to theusualeveningmeetings.All eveningmeetingsareat 7.pm. Detailsof
themeetings for this Quarter aregivenon theback pagebut so thatyou can insertthe
datesfor theremainderof themeetingsin yourdiary andarrangeto bepresent, wegive
particulars which areasfollows:
January 25.....Christ, theSon of God(c1). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philip Knowles
February 22...Christ theSon of Man (c2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . DavidPark
March 22.......Christ, theProphet – Superiorto Moses(c3). . . . . . . . . . . . . Paul Toms
April 26 (Af t)....Enteringinto His Rest (c4:1-13) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stephen A Toms

(Even)..Christ thePriest (c4:14– 5:10) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Martin Humphrey
May 24..........TheMelchizedek Priesthood(c7). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .JohnDouglas
June28..........TheBetterCovenant(c8) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . GordonDane
July 26..........TheBetterSacrifice (c9:1-1– 10:18). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IvanFoster
September 27 (Aft)......TheFaith of theOld TestamentSaints (c11). . . . . . . Ian Shaw

(Even)....God’sDealings with His Saints(c12:1-17). . . . . . . .Ian Shaw
October 25....Sinai andSionContrasted(c12:18-29) . . . . . . . . . . . .RichardMonteith
November 22.Practical Godliness(c13). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . DavidMcMillan

RecordedMessages:During2018,thethemeat our meetingshas been‘TheTeaching
of theLord JesusChrist.’ Thedifferentsubjectsand speakerswere – Christ theSonof
David (Martin Humphrey); TheParableof theTenVirgins (StephenAToms); Christ the
Good Shepherd of His Sheep (Paul Toms); The Resurrection of the Just (Brian
McClung); The Stone of Israel (Brian McClung); Judging in the Kingdom (John
Douglas); The Parableof the Tares (Ivan Foster); The Parableof the Net (Philip
Knowles); Concerning the Temple (Stephen A Toms); Concerning Moses and the
Prophets (StephenA Toms); TheThroneof His Glory (RichardMonteith); Concerning
His Coming (DavidMcMillan); Themessages can bedownloadedfrom theSovereign
Grace Advent Testimony website. The messages can also be heard on
www.sermanaudio.comon our pagewhich is, TheSovereignGraceAdventTestimony.

Correction: In the October issueof Watching andWaiting we incorrectly gaveMr
Fromow’s year of birth as1988,whereas,of course,it was 1888
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