
You are warmly invitedto meetingsarrangedby the
Sovereign GraceAdventTestimony, to beheld,Godwilling, at

NEW LIFE BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
44 SALUSBURY ROAD, LONDON,NW6 6NN

(near QueensPark UndergroundStation– BakerlooLine)

Theme for 2020– By the Mouth of ALL His Holy Prophets
Spring Conference - April 24th, 4pm and 7pm

AfternoonSubject: TheTestimonyof Moses
EveningSubject: TheTestimony of David

Speaker: Brian McClung

May 22nd,7pm
Subject: TheTestimony of Nathan

Speaker: JohnDouglas

June 26th, 7pm
Subject: TheTestimony of Elijah

Speaker: GordonDane

It ishopedthat eachmessagewill berecordedandfriendsshouldbeableto listen
to and downloadmessagesfrom our website. Application for cassettesand/or
CDs should be made to the secretary. Full lists of S.G.A.T. recordings andof
publications can be found on our website (WWW.SGAT.ORG) or may be
obtained from the S.G.A.T. secretary.
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Representative in Australia: Mr Graeme McPhee, P O Box 346, Naracoorte, South
Australia,5271. (E-mail: graeme.mcphee@gmail.com). (Tel: 08 8762 2582; Mobile:
0421 028 040).

Representative in Canada: Mr Andrew Foster, 549 Johnson Crescent, Oliver, British
Columbia, V0H 1T5 (E-mail: atcfoster@gmail.com).

Representative in New Zealand: Miss E R Wilson, 27 Walshs Road, Ashburton, 7700

To our subscribers and friends: Please send subscriptions, gifts to Sustentation
Fund, for Bible circulation and orders for publications to the S.G.A.T. secretary, Mr
Stephen A Toms, 1 Donald Way, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 9JB. Cheques, etc. should
be made payable to ‘Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony.’ In order to save postage,
receipts will be sent with the next issue of the magazine.

To those not residing in the United Kingdom: In view of the high charge for
exchanging foreign currency, it would be appreciated if, where possible, friends send
in sterling. Supporters in Australia, Canada, or New Zealand may send to their
respective representatives. Payments can be made over the S.G.A.T. web-site.

S.G.A.T. Council: Peter Fleming, Martin Humphrey, Brian McClung, David
McMillan, Richard Monteith, Andrew P Toms, Paul Toms, Stephen A Toms.

‘Thetimesof refreshingshall comefrom thepresenceof theLord; and Heshall sendJesus
Christ, which before was preached unto you: Whom the heaven must receive until the
timesof restitution of all things,which God hath spokenby the mouth of all His holy
prophets sincetheworld began.’ Acts 3:19-21.
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This magazine is issuedby the
SOVEREIGN GRACE ADVENT TESTIMONY

(RegisteredCharity No. 261489)
Website: WWW.SGAT.ORG

Secretary: Stephen A Toms 1 DonaldWay Chelmsford EssexCM2 9JB
(Tel: 01245268815. E-mail: satoms@hotmail.co.uk)

Theobjects are:
1. To teach thenearing approachof our Lord’s return.James5:8
2. To hold forth theTruth andto exposeandresisterror.Jude3
3. To notepassingeventsin thelight of ‘theScriptureof Truth.’ 2 Peter 1:19
4. To unfold theWord of Godby comparing Scripture with Scripture.Acts 17:11
5. To encouragemissionaryendeavour,andall servicefor Truth.Acts 1:8
6. To comfort andstrengthenthose who seekto standwith theLord, apartfrom

aboundinglawlessness. 2 Timothy 2:19
7. To call for separationfrom falseecumenism.2 Corinthians6:14-18
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Where is Europe Heading?
Part 2 - Financially

By David McMi llan

Oneof themain argumentsmadefor staying in theEuropeanUnionis commercialism.
This argument is madecontinually, andit highlightsthe fact thatwhatmostpeopleare
concernedabout is not Scriptural values, but moneyandmarkets. Sadly, we live in a
very materialistic societyandmostpeoplearenot influenced by whatis rightbeforeGod
but what is financially profitable.

In Zechariah 5:6 we aretold, ‘And I said, What is it? And he said,This is an ephah
thatgoeth forth. Hesaidmoreover, this is their resemblance throughall theearth.’ This
is a very significant verseand it is found in a key propheticalpassageof Scripture
becauseit revealsto us where Europeis headingfinancially. The prophethere draws
ourattention to theEphah; which is very interestingandinstructive.TheEphahwas the
largest measure for dry goodsand it remindsus of the marketplace. In the Bible the
Ephah is the symbolof commerce, finance and trade(Leviticus 19:36; Ezekiel 45:10;
andAmos8:5). It speaksof theonewho is themerchantand thetrader. Why is it used
here in this passageby the prophetZechariah? So as to stressthat the main focus,
characteristic andpriority of Europein thefuturewill becommercialismandtrade. The
lessonhere is thatadayis fastcominguponus(if it is notalready here)whencommerce
will control the nationsand especially the nations of the propheticeartharound the
Mediterranean Sea. We are also shownthat the main centrein all that tradewill be
Babylon becausethe final verseof the chapterteachesthat the Ephahis going to be
carried to ‘ the landof Shinar’ (Zechariah 5:11). Therefore, whenBabylonis rebuilt it
will becomethefuture commercial centreof theEuropeanConfederacyof nations.

Tr adeAgreements
It is very enlightening to learn from thispassagethattheEuropeannationswill notuse

themitre or thesceptreor theswordastheRomanEmpire did in thepast;but they will
gain control of the nations throughthe Ephah; in otherwords,throughtradeand trade
agreementssuchastheU.K. is still to negotiatewith theEuropeanUnion. Todaythere
are more trade agreementsthanever andit does not matter with whom you makethe
agreement, or how theagreement is made, or how manylaws of God arebroken in the
carrying out of the agreement. If it is done in the name of trade and it helps the
economy,then it is seento begoodfor thenation.

The Common Mar ket
It is important to noticethat the tradeaboutwhich Zechariahis teachinguswil l have

a great unity to it. In verse9 of thechapterhetells usto considerthetwo womenwho
are carrying the Ephah;here are two groupsor two areasthat areflying andworking
together. Think of theeastandthewestof theMediterraneanSea;which were thetwo
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main divisions in the old Roman Empire,(the Latin in the westandthe Greekin the
east). We learn herethat thoseregionsare going to cometogether andhavea united
purposeand a unitedproject in therebuilding of Babylonfor tradeand commerce.
Theprophet alsosaysof theEphahin verse6, ‘this is their resemblancethroughall the

earth.’ The earth of which the prophet spokeis primarily the Romanor the Prophetic
earth and heis revealingto usthat in thatregion thestandard of tradeis goingto bethe
same for everyone. In fact, you could describe it asa ‘commonmarket.’ Thosetwo
words form oneof theold namesof theEuropeanUnion andit is what we havein the
EuropeanUnion today;and that policy will bedevelopedmoreandmorein thefuture.

It is very significant in this context to point out that the Ephahwas measuredin
multiplesof ten. Ezekieltells usthatan Ephahcontainsthetenth partof anhomerand
alsothat ten bathsmakeupanhomer (Ezekiel 45:11and14). It is importantto note that
anEphah anda bathwerethesamequantity (Ezekiel45:11). Sohereis a commercial
system that is clearly basedon a multiple of tens. How relevant that is in the light of
what is happening in Europetoday. Considerfor amomentthedecimalsystemthatwas
introducedin Britain by Europeaninfluencein February1971. Think too of themetric
system of weights andmeasurementsthatare now usedacrossEuropewhich all follow
thedecimal systembased on multiplesof ten. Europeis seekingto control commerce
andestablish a commonmarket in the nations underits control; as the prophetsays,
‘their resemblanceis thesame throughall theearth.’

In addition to this, remember that in January 2002 the Euro zonewas introduced
becausethey wantedall nationsin theEU to usethesamecurrency, which is presently
the casewith nineteenof the twenty eight memberstates. They alsowant all the EU
countriesto tradewith thesamerulesandthesameprices. Thenon top of all that,they
wantall memberstatesto haveeconomieswhich areon thesamelevel; which is very
diff icult for somecountriesto achieve.

Thesethingsare unfolding beforeour eyesand they reveal that the European Union
wantsto have suchcontrolovercommercethat it intendsthesametraderules to apply
throughoutthewholeof theEuropean region.

Financial Control s
TheBible also reveals that thereis a daycomingwhen political powers,especially in

the European Union of nations, will place major controls upon the finances of its
citizensandtheirability to trade. Thecentral governmentof thefutureUnionof nations
wil l even go asfar ascontrolling theability of people to buy and sell. In theBook of
theRevelation, theApostleJohnspeaksclearly of this fearful time whenhesays,‘And
hecauseth all, both smalland great, rich andpoor,freeandbond,to receivea mark in
their right hand, or in their foreheads:And thatno man might buy or sell, savehe that
had themark, or thenameof thebeast,or thenumberof his name’ (Revelation13:16-
17). Theseversesarereferring to the time of theAntichrist during the last three anda
half years of this age,andin thosedays all who live in the EuropeanConfederacy of
Nationswill notbeableto tradewithout themark of thebeast.Thiswill betheultimate
control thatwil l beplaceduponthefinances of thepeople.
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The Mar k of the Beast
A very interestingquestionthatis oftenaskedin thiscontextis, whatis themarkof the

beast? We suggestthat it could be a type of electronic chip. If you think of the
development in recentyearsof bankandcredit cardsthatarecalledchip andpin andthe
chip contains all your financial details. Also, all newpassportshavea chip containing
theholder’spersonaldetails. It will soonbethecasethat all yourpersonalandfinancial
detailswill beheld onachipwhich then,for security andto avoididentity theft, will be
implantedeither in a person’shandor forehead. This,of course,is nothingnew. After
the tragedy of 9/11 in theUSA chipsweredeveloped andparentshadthemimplanted
in their children sothat they would alwaysknow their location. There arealsonations
like Swedenthathavedevelopedchipsto replacetheuseof cashandfor peopleto use
in their regular financial transactions. This new projectwaspublicisedin the news in
early 2018. Soweexpectsomethingof thisnatureto bedevelopedsothattheAntichrist
will placesuch acontrolon tradethatyouwill notbeable to perform evenonepurchase
or sale without it.

How Will People L ive?
That raises the relevant question, how will thosewho are alive and living in the

EuropeanUnionat thattimebeable to live andgetfood, if theydonot takethemarkof
theBeast? Wegetsomehelp in answeringthat questionby thinkingof thedroughtthat
came upon Israelin the days of Elijah. The droughtthen lastedfor threeanda half
years. Thestory is a picture of thefinal period of this age,thethreeanda half yearsof
thegreat tribulation periodwhentheAntichrist will exercisehis rule of terror (Ahabis
a picture of the Antichrist). During the drought in Israel Elijah was so hunted and
persecuted by Ahab thathehad to go into hiding; andso too will theChristians in the
daysof theAntichrist. ThismeantthatElijah couldnotbuyor sellbut theLord provided
for him in a miraculousway bothat Cherith andat Zarephath; andtheLord will do the
samefor His peoplewho will bealive duringthat awful end-time period.
We are told thatduringtheyearsof faminein Egyptmoneyfailed. Thatwasthe first

cashless society and because they had no money they could not trade to buy food.
However, theLord met their needsandHe will do thesamefor His peoplein the days
of theAntichrist.

Financial Genius
Let me point out that oneof the characteristics of theAntichrist is that he will be a

genius. In Daniel 8:23 theAntichrist is described as,‘understandingdark sentences.’
The meaning of thosewords is, that which bafflesotherswill be simpleto him. The
Hebrew word that is heretranslated‘dark sentences’ is the sameonethat is translated
‘hard questions’ in 1 Kings 10:1; where we are told of the Queenof Sheba coming to
Solomon to test his wisdomwith herhardquestions. It is also theword that is usedfor
Samson’s riddle in Judges 14. The word indicates that theAntichrist will have great
intellectual abili ty. Keepin mind how he is described by Ezekiel, ‘Behold, thou art
wiser than Daniel; there is no secret that theycanhide from thee’(Ezekiel28:3). His
genius wil l be oneof his outstandingcharacteristics. His brilliant mind is what will
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attract others to him and one area in which that brill iance will standout will be
commerce. TheAntichrist will bea financial genius. Daniel reveals this aspect of his
reign when hesays,‘And throughhis policy alsoheshall causecraft to prosperin his
hand’ (Daniel 8:25). Antichrist will sort out the entire financial crisis in the nations
aroundtheMediterranean Sea. All commercewill beunderhispersonalcontrol;noone
will beable to tradewithout his say so(Revelation 13:17). Greatricheswill beunder
hiscontrol asweareplainly told by Daniel, ‘But heshallhavepoweroverthetreasures
of goldandof silver, andoverall thepreciousthingsof Egypt’ (Daniel11:43). Hewill
alsohavegreat personal wealth becauseDaniel makesmentionof his ‘palace’(Daniel
11:45). He is onewho will live like a king.

The reality is that all the current events in Europeand all the financial turmoil in
European countries,thegreat prominencegivento businessdealsandtradetalks,is all
preparing theway for theemergenceof theAntichrist, becauseonething thathewill do
whenheariseswill beto take total controlof and sortout thefinancesof thenationsof
theEuropeanconfederacy of nations.

(In the next issueof Watchingand Waiting we intend to look at where Europe is
heading Mili tarily).

_____________________________________________________________________

Redemption
By Thomas Houghton

This great subject may be approached in variousways. I propose,the Lord helping
me, to approach it from the point of view of the Redeemer. It will, however, be
impossible to speakof the Redeemerwithout speakingof His redeemingwork. The
Redeemer of God’s peopleis theLord JesusChrist. Of Him it is written, ‘I n whomwe
have redemption through His blood,even theforgivenessof sins’(Colossians1:14).

He is the Divine Redeemer of His People
His Divini ty is fully setforth in theEpistleto theColossians. He is ‘the imageof the

invisible God, the firstborn of every creature (all creation).’ ‘By (In) Him were all
things created.’ ‘He is before all things, and by (in) Him all things consist (hold
together)’ (Colossians1:15-17).
ThesepassagesteachHis eternalexistenceandHis creative andupholdingpower,and

thus ‘His eternal power and Godhead’are ‘understoodby the things that are made’
(Romans1:20). He is thereforeour ‘greatGodandourSaviourJesusChrist,whogave
Himself for us,thatHe might redeemusfrom all iniquity’ (Titus 2:13-14). Hence,the
atoning blood which He shedis called ‘ the blood of God.’ Faithful ministersare ‘to
feed the church of God, which He hath purchasedwith His own blood’ (Acts 20:28).
This great fact givesinfinite value to His redeeming work. BecauseHe is Divine, He
wasqualif ied to payaransompricefor ‘a greatmultitudewhichnomancouldnumber.’
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He is the Covenant Redeemer of His People
Theprice of redemptionis His preciousblood,but thebloodwhich He shedwasthe

bloodof thenewandeternal covenant. Justbefore He diedHe said,‘This is My blood
of the new testament (covenant), which is shedfor many for the remissionof sins’
(Matthew 26:28). His blood is also called ‘ the blood of the everlasting covenant’
(Hebrews13:20). Evidently, then,therewasacovenant or arrangement madein eternity
for the redemption of God’s peoplein the fullness of time. In accordancewith this
covenant the Redeemer was to shed His blood to secure forgiveness and eternal
redemption for His people. To this end He became the Surety of the new covenant
(Hebrews 7:22). That is, He becameresponsibleto secure all its blessings,by His
atoningdeath, for themembers of His mystical body. On thegroundof His redemptive
work eternal life was promisedto Him for His peoplebefore the world began(Titus
1:2). Many talk loudly of human responsibility,but how seldomwe hearthe blessed
andcomforting truth that the great Surety of the eternal covenanthasundertakenthe
responsibility to redeem, call, save andglorify all thosewhom the Fatherhath given
Him. It is astheresultof theeternal covenantthatGod’speople areeventually saved.
Hesavesandcalls them with anholy calling notaccordingto theirworksbut ‘according
to His own purposeand grace which was given us in Christ Jesusbeforethe world
began’ (2 Timothy 1:9).

He is the Incarnate Redeemer of His People
In order that He might pay the price of redemptionHe must needsbecomeMan.

‘Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself
likewisetook part of the same; that throughdeath He might destroyhim that hadthe
power of death, that is, thedevil; and deliver themwho throughfearof deathwereall
their lifetime subject to bondage ... In all thingsit behoved Him to be madelike unto
His brethren, that He might be a merciful andfaithful High Priest in thingspertaining
to God,to makereconciliation for thesinsof thepeople’(Hebrews2:14,15,17). Hence,
He became flesh anddwelt amongus. ThoughHe was rich, yet for the sakeof His
peopleHe became poor,thattheythroughHis povertymight berich. ‘The Sonof man
came ... to give His life a ransomfor many’ (Matthew 20:28). He knew all aboutthe
sorrows, thebondage, thewretchedness,the ruin andtheperil of His people,andwith
infinite compassion He camedownto redeem them from thewrathto come.
‘Plungedin agulf of darkdespairwewretchedsinners lay, withoutonecheerfulgleam

of hopeor spark of glimmering day. With pitying eyes thePrinceof grace beheldour
helplessgrief; He saw, and– O amazing love! He cameto our relief. Down from the
shining seats abovewith joyful hasteHe fled, entered the grave in mortal flesh and
dwelt among the dead. He spoiledthe powers of darknessthus and brake our iron
chains; Jesushath freed our captivesoulsfrom everlastingpains. Oh! For this love let
rocks and hills their lasting silence break, and all harmonious human tonguesthe
Saviour’s praisesspeak’ (IsaacWatts).

He is theAnointed Redeemer of His People
It is Christ, theanointedOne, whohath redeemedHis peoplefrom thecurseof thelaw.

238 WATCHING AND WAITING

913_W&W_Apr-June_20:-  21/1/20  10:44  Page 7



Not with corruptible thingsas silver andgold, but ‘w ith the preciousblood of Christ’
were they redeemed from their vain conversation receivedby tradition from their
fathers (1 Peter 1:18-19). Having becomeincarnate,God anointedHim with theHoly
Ghost,and thussetHim apart,appointed Him, andqualified Him for His work. Hehad
the right to redeembecauseHe was Divinely appointedfor this work. The office of
Redeemer appertainsonly to theLord’s Anointed.

He is the Substitut ionary and Defin ite Redeemer of His People
He took their placeand definitely andspecially diedfor them on thecross. It is those

who are ‘chosenin Him before the foundation of theworld’ who are permittedto say,
‘I n whomwe haveredemption throughHis blood, theforgivenessof sins,according to
theriches of His grace’(Ephesians1:4-7). He gaveHis life a ransominsteadof many
(seeGreek of Matthew20:28).

He suffered in the room and in the place of His people. He waswoundedfor their
transgressionsandbruisedfor their iniquities(Isaiah 53:5-6). ‘Christ hath redeemedus
(His people) from thecurseof thelaw, being madea cursefor us’ (Galatians3:13). He
sufferedfor sinstheJustfor theunjustthatHe might bring themto God(1 Peter3:18).
It followsthattheredeemed arereallyandcertainly deliveredfrom thecurseof thelaw.
OnthegroundthatHedied insteadof themHispeoplearetaughtto say,‘Who shall lay
anything to the chargeof God’s elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that
condemneth? It is Christ that died’ (Romans8:33-34). In other words, if the Holy
Ghost has enabled me to say ‘Christ died for my sins,’ thenI can alsoadd,‘There is
thereforenocondemnationfor me’ (seealsoEphesians5:25-27whereHis death for the
Church is specially emphasised).

‘I f my dischargeThou has procured, and freely in my room endured the whole of
wrath Divine: paymentGod cannottwice demand,first at my bleedingSurety’shand
andthenagain at mine’ (AugustusToplady).

He is the Shepherd Redeemer of His people
All thesheepwere given to Him by theFather. In reference to themHe says,‘I lay

down My li fe for thesheep.’ He knewwho they were, for He says,‘I know My sheep,
and amknown of Mine.’ Knowing themall by nameHe laid downHis lif e definitely
and specially for them. As theresult He saysof all of them,‘I give unto themeternal
life; and theyshall neverperish,neithershall any manpluck themoutof My hand. My
Father, which gavethemMe, is greaterthanall; andno manis able to pluck themout
of My Father’s hand.’ He hasthusundertakenastheShepherdof His Father’sflock to
redeem, call, preserveandglorify all whomtheFatherhathgiven Him (seeJohn10:14-
16,27-29).

He is the Priestly Redeemer of His People
Thehigh priestundertheold covenant madeanatonementfor thechosen nation. He

bore their nameson his shoulders andon his heart. For themhe madean atonement
thattheymightbecleanfrom all their sins(seeLeviticus16:30,34;Exodus28:9-12,21,
29;Hebrews9:7, 9). ‘But ChristbeingcomeanHigh Priestof goodthingsto come,by
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a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands,that is to say,not of this
building; neitherby thebloodof goatsand calves,but by His own bloodHe enteredin
onceinto theholy place,having obtainedeternal redemptionfor us’(Hebrews9:11-12).
What shall we say then to thesethings? If we havetasted of the Lord’s redeeming

mercy shall we not say,‘Unto Him that loved us,andwashed us from our sinsin His
own blood, and hath madeus kings and priestsunto God andHis Father;to Him be
glory and dominion for ever andever. Amen’ (Revelation1:5-6)? Moreover, if we are
assuredthatwehavebeenboughtwith thepriceof His preciousblood,shallwenot seek
to glorify God with our whole being,and live not unto ourselves, but unto Him who
diedfor usand roseagain (1 Corinthians6:20;2 Corinthians5:15)?

_____________________________________________________________________

Ye are Bought Wi th a Price
(1 Corinth ians 6:20)

By JosephSwain

Great wasthepriceto justice due
WhenJesuswould redeemHis bride;
Nothing but preciousbloodwould do,
And that must flow from His own side.

How gloriouswasthework He wrought
While dwelling on this earthly globe,
Wheneach gooddeed, andeach purethought,
Conspired to weaveour spotlessrobe.

Dressed in this robe,washed in His blood,
And ransomedfrom thepower of hell,
We now havefreeaccessto God,
And justice likes thepayment well .

ThusJesuswroughtour righteousness,
Our guilt sustained,our sorrowsbore;
Secured our everlastingpeace,
And triumphed o’er theserpent’s power.

And now in heavenHe livesto plead
Before His holy Father’s throne,
WhatHe has suffered in our stead,
And sendsusgifts and gracesdown.
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And soonwill this dear Saviour come,
In majesty and glory dressed,
And take His ransomed children home
To seats of everlasting rest.

_____________________________________________________________________

Mill enarians
By F J Kirby

(We haveincludedin this issueof ‘Watching and Waiting’ a few articles from the
‘Christian’s Pathway,’a monthlymagazinewhich waseditedby Mr F J Kirby, a pastor
at Ramsgate. He wrote this article which is takenfrom theChristian’sPathway,May,
1923. Therewasa seriesof papers printedat that timeandeachcontributorwasasked
to limit his treatiseto 600words!).

Mil lenariansdo not composea sect,but exist in theprofessingChristianChurch and
are to befoundin all Evangelical denominations,for it is generallyheld thata timewill
come when for a thousandyears righteousnesswill prevail over this sin-stainedearth,
and that there will be a ‘second coming’ of the Lord Jesus. Somebelieve that the
‘second coming’ will precede the millennium, and so are styled ‘Pre-millennialists.’
Othersmaintain thatit wil l notoccur till thethousandyearshaveexpired,andarecalled
‘Post-millennialists.’

Right down to the closeof the third, andperhapswell into the fourth century,Pre-
millennial views were universally believed. A long succession of early Christian
writers down to Lactantius in the fourth century taught pre-millennial views: but
Origen,in thethird century,opposed them. Probablyno early Christianwriter injured
theChurch of Christ morethanOrigendid. Fromhisfanciful allegorisinginterpretation
of theScripturesaroseavitiatedmethodof commentingonthesacred Word,andathick
mist for agespervadedtheChurch,supportedandstrengthenedby hisabsurd allegorical
manner of interpretation(see Milner’s Church History,page165). Thefirst prominent
denier of Pre-millennialismfell into variousvery seriouserrors,into which weneed not
now enter, but it is well to remember the religiouscharacteranddoctrinalstandingof
thosewho were the first professedlyChristian opposersof the universal belief in the
Church of Christ that thesecondcomingof theLord would precedetheMillennium.

During the dark Mediaeval period,or Middle Ages,Pre-millennialism wasnot only
omitted from Christian teaching but was testified against as a heresyby the Roman
Catholic Church. After theReformationit againcameinto noticeandwasopposed by
Socinus(oneof thefoundersof Socinianism), whodeniedtheDeity of JesusChristand
thedoctrineof theTrinity.

It is worthy of note that a large numberof thosewho formed the Westminster
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Assembly werein sympathywith Pre-millennial views. Theseviewsseemto havesunk
in public estimation in this countrythroughtheextravagancies of a sect of enthusiasts
holding Pre-mil lennial views, who raisedan insurrection and proclaimedthe ‘Fifth
Monarchy,’ fi ll ing London with alarm. The majority of this sectdied either by the
sword or on the scaffold. The fact that a number of Pre-millenarians and Post-
millenarianshave not been,andare not soundin thefaith, cannotdiscounttruth.
Thegrand and important question is, Whatsaith theScriptures?Yet it maybehelpful

to know what leading teachers of recognisedgrace, experience, and judgment in
previous generationstaughtuponthe subject. While we, with the old PuritanFather,
believethat there is yet morelight to break forth from God’s Word, andwith William
Huntington,that thenearer thefulfilm ent theclearer will thevision be.

_____________________________________________________________________

Divine Prophecy– How ReadestThou?
By GeorgeH Fromow

(This article was written by the first secretary of the Sovereign Grace Advent
Testimonyandis taken from ‘TheChristian’s Pathway,’ January,1923).

You taketheWord of God as your sole,supreme,andall-sufficientguideand rule of
faith; very well , thenthere follows the great principle that God hassaidexactly what
He means and meansexactly what He says, therefore be supremelyanxiousnot to
handle, but behandledby theDivineWord.

Some may chargeyou with ‘literalising the figurative languageof Divine poetry.’
When language is obviously figurative, or declared to be symbolic, take it thus,but
otherwise receive it in its plain ordinary and commonusage, or you will reject the
wordswhich theHoly Ghostteacheth andsubstitutefictions,miscalledinterpretations.

Somespeak of ‘Divine poetry,’ inferring that there is poetic exaggeration,or the use
of heightenedlanguagegiving an effect otherthan the usual usagethe wordsconvey.
We deny that thereis such‘poetry’ in Scripture. Profanepoetsmayembellishfactsin
unreality by colouringof expression,butwe feel it wouldbeirreverentto attributesuch
useof wordsto theHoly Spirit; Divine poetry is theperfect rhythmof expression and
symmetry of construction,which intenselyandvividly conveys exact teaching.
Somesay, ‘Literalising robsliving soulsof thefoodprovided for themby theSpirit of

God.’ Can they produce any instance where the reading of the Scriptures in their
ordinary senserobsanyone?On theother hand we cansupplyabundant evidencethat
spiritualizing theWord (often amountingto mysticising)detracts from its force,blunts
the edge of replies to ‘higher criticism,’ and robs the children of God of important
instruction, which is intendedto bring them into fellowshipwith theFather’swill and
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purpose;themoreexactlytheactualwordsof inspiration arefollowed,themoreclearly,
richly, andabundantlytheir deepspiritual teachingsare wroughtby theHoly Ghostin
the soulsof God’s living people, and the food providedfor themis by Him supplied
more blessedly.
Inasmuch asthe‘Churchof theFirstborn’ entersinto thefullnessandfatnessof Israel’s

stock of spiritual blessing,sheis warrantedto take all the food given in the prophetic
Scriptures of theOld Testament. All their spiritual teachingmayberightly applied to
thesaintsof today,while theprimary forceof theliteral predictions,re Israel,Zion, and
Jerusalem, wil l not beoverlooked, modified,or denied. E.g.Isaiah 35:6. Somedo not
believe that this refers to the removal or amelioration of human,physical evil, we
answer this by reference to Matthew 11:5, 15:30, 21:14,Acts 3:7-8,andmany similar
passages in the New Testament,which showthat in the primary manifestation of the
Kingdomof God therewasa partial fulfil lment of thatandotherpredictions.

Why then, should they questiontheir completerealisation whenthe King returnsin
powerandglory? Granted thatthephysicalcuresandrelief wroughthad,andwill have
in future,a symbolical reference to their spiritual counterpart, but thatonly emphasises
thepoint of their primarymeaning.

Take another il lustration – Isaiah 11:6-9. This presents no difficulty as showingthe
transformationof theanimal creation. How it wil l bedoneor whatits effectswecannot
tell, we just receive it aswritten. Our diffi culty would beto readthewordsin anybut
their proper sense,not daring to exercise the presumptionof modifying the inspired
announcements in any way whatever; at the sametime we can seein them a lovely
picture of thetransformationsof Divine grace.

We write with thesinceredesireto promotethe interestsof truth, andto exercisethe
utmostcharity to thosewho differ.

_____________________________________________________________________

Babylon
By JamesPayne

(This article was written by an early convener of the Sovereign Grace Advent
Testimonyandis takenfrom ‘TheChristian’s Pathway,’March,1924).

Much of themisapprehensionregarding futureeventsaspredictedin Holy Scripture
appears to me to arise from the assumption that the ‘Babylon’ of the Apocalypseis
something other thanBabylon.

Now what internal evidence is there that ‘Babylon’wasintended to meanRome,or
anything other than its own name signifies? I can find none. There is, however,
abundantinternal evidence that when the Lord speaks,in the Revelation,of Babylon,
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He meanswhat He says.
Thedescription of thedestruction of Babylongiven in Isaiah13,Jeremiah 50,51,and

Revelation 18 are sosimilar in languagethat it seems difficult to supposethat theydo
not refer to the sametime and to the same event. The languageusedin eachcase
indicatesthat the destruction will be absolute. ‘ It shall never be inhabited;... neither
shall the Arabian pitch tent there; neithershall the shepherds maketheir fold there’
(Isaiah13:20). ‘Her cities area desolation... a land wherein no mandwelleth, neither
doth any sonof manpassthereby’ (Jeremiah51:43). In Revelation18 we find seven
times the expression‘no more at all,’ indicating the complete overthrow of the city.
Theseprophecieshave not yet hadtheir fulfilment.
In concludinghis fi rstepistle, theapostlePetersays,‘The Church thatis atBabylon ...

saluteth you.’ In thedaysof theapostles,therefore,Babylon,far from being‘everlasting
desolations,’wasstill a town,wherein a Churchof Christwasestablished.
WhenBabylonwaswell past its meridianglory, theprophetZechariah,in hisprophecy

of the ephah (Zechariah 5), predicted the re-establishmentof Babylon, in the land of
Shinar, asthehomeandcentreof commercial greatness.Thisprophecyalsois yet to be
fulfil led, for sinceBabylon fell to Cyrus the Persian, it hasnever beenthe leading
commercial city of theworld. Thewomanof Babylon,whomZechariahsaw hidden in
theephah,Johnhasdepicted(Revelation 17) enthroned upontheBeast,aswitnessthe
nameuponher forehead,‘Mystery (hidden or secret), Babylon theGreat, themotherof
harlots and abominationsof theearth.’ ThePapacyis oneof theharlotsbrought forth
by her, andwhen herhouse– thecity of Babylon– is again establishedasthemetropolis
of theworld, thenshewill gather thewholeevil broodof her householdto herself,and
the propheciesof Isaiah, Jeremiah,and Johnwill together havetheir fulfilment in the
complete and final overthrowof ‘the glory of kingdoms’(Isaiah 13:19).

The former conquestsof Babylon havebeen premonitory fore-shadowmentsof this.
Isaiah tells us(chapter 13:10)that thedestructionof Babylonwill happenconcurrently
with the signs in the heavens foretold by our Lord in Matthew 24 and elsewhere.
Compare alsoIsaiah13:13with Hebrews 12:26.

There is alsomuchexternal evidence to showthat the final overthrow of Babylonis
yet future,butspaceforbidsmeto enlargeuponthis. It mustsufficeto saythatthetown
of Hill ah, which travellers tell us is on the site of ancientBabylon,flourishes,and is
rapidly increasing in importance. Manyexplorershaveenteredtheruinsof Babylon,as
witnesstheexhibits in theBritish Museum. But theLord saysthatwhenBabylon falls
thelast timeno manshalldwell there,neithershall any sonof manpassthereby.
According to the internationalagreementMesopotamia is to haveits independencein

a few years. This will give opportunity for Babylonagain to exalt herself. (Readers
will appreciate that this article waswritten nearly 100 years ago and althoughthings
have changedthetruth of Scripture remainsunshaken.– Ed.)
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Developments of Antichrist
By GeorgeH Fromow

(This article is takenfrom ‘TheChristian’s Pathway,’October,1924).

The Definit ion: ‘The adversary of theMessiah,a mostpestilent being,to appear just
before the Messiah’s advent, concerning whom the Jews had conceiveddiverse
opinions,derivedpartly fromDaniel 11:36;7:25;8:25’– Grimm’s Greek Lexiconof the
NewTestament.

The Descr ipt ion: John’sepistles mentionantichristfive times(1 John2:18-22;4:3;
2 John7) asalreadyworking; a signof the lasttime; in theendof this age,to bemore
fully manifested; his spirit is, to denytheFatherandtheSon,not confessingthatJesus
Christ is come in the flesh, or that He ‘ is coming’ in the flesh. John refuted
Antichristianismby declaringtheDeity, Eternal Sonship, andperfect, sinlesshumanity
of our Lord JesusChrist.
TheDawnings: Antichristian spiritsattacked thefaith in theearly daysof Christianity

so severely that most of the ‘Fathers’ were contaminated. In the fourth century
Constantinehastenedapostasyby making Paganised Christianity aStateEstablishment.
This paved the path for the Papacy, which system became more antichristianthan

anything previously. The authority of ‘Councils’ supersededthe authority of the
Scriptures and our Lord JesusChrist. Corruption rapidly permeatedall organised
Christendom, acceleratingthemovement.
TheDivineCheck: By thegraceof GodtheGreatReformation revivedthetestimony

of truth, throughthe circulationandexposition of the Bible, revealingtheTriune God
andSaviour, covenanttruth, andthe faith in Him which justifies. But what a relapse
hastakenplacesince! Thespirit of Antichristhasentered into the‘Reformed’Churches
sevenfold.

The Downgrade: Todaythereis falling awayin all quarters. While thePapacy sets
the authority of tradition abovethe Scriptures,Modernism andReligiousRationalism
denies theinspiration andinerrancythereof,exaltinghumanreasonastheauthoritative
voice of truth. An uninspired, fallible revelation could be no basisfor faith; and a
merely human, fallible, ignorantChrist,a Christ of lessthantranscendent Deity, would
be entirely unreliable. A fallible Bible would mean all this – the Christ Who
authenticated it, Himself fallible! This superhumanauthoritybeingdismissed, all that
remains is the choice between a human‘Church’ and the human‘Mind!’ Modern
downgrade teaching directly attacks God, His Christ and His Truth; in fact, it is
Antichristianity.
Developments to Date: ProfessingChristiansareassociating together,apart fromany

basis of truth, even joining Romanists, Unitarians, Jewsand Infidels, in increasing
numbers of leagues,alliances, fellowships, brotherhoods,unions, federations, etc.,
where truth is denied,travestied,or slighted. They tell us that the crying needof
humanity and theawful state of thenationscallsfor theconcertedactionof ‘all menof
goodwill ’ for every humanecause,eventhoughtruth lackseminence. Suchis natural
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reasoning,but Scriptural Truth mustwith all Christiansstandbefore any aim,however
laudable, for thealleviationof human misery, or preventionof bloodshedby ‘Universal
Peace’ propaganda.

The Dragon’s Masterpiece: All this is preparing theway of ‘The Beast,’of whom
weread,‘TheDragongavehim hispowerandhisseat,andgreat authority’ (Revelation
13:2). This thepersonal Antichrist, ‘ theMan of Sin’ (2 Thessalonians2:3), ‘the Little
Horn’ (Daniel 7 and8) shall leadtheapostatenationsagainsttheLamb,but ‘TheLamb
shall overcome them’ (Revelation 17:13-14). Believers shouldtake a defini te stand
against all false teaching;have no complicity with it; refuseto supportits advocates;
andseek fellowship only with thosewho seek to walk in the light of prophetictruth,
andwho are loyal to theBible and to our Lord.
_____________________________________________________________________

S.G.A.T. Publications
Amongthepublicationsavailable fromtheSovereignGraceAdventTestimony,which

we would heartily recommend,are thefollowing:

By ThomasHoughton (1858/9-1951)
Beware of FalseProphets. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15p
TheFaith and TheHopeof theFuture. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £5.00

By GeorgeH Fromow (1888-1974)
Christ andAntichrist Contrasted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20p
New TestamentMi llennial Teaching . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . l0p
Teachers of theFaith andtheFuture – Hardback. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £5.50

Paperback. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £3.50

By James Payne(1892-1982)
TheChristian,TheWord of GodandFreemasonry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2.75
Messiah’s KingdomComingon Earth. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40p
TheMill ennial Temple of Ezekiel’s Prophecy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40p
TheScienceof Prayer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4.25
‘Sovereign Grace’and ‘A rminianismRefuted’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40p
What is This ‘FreeOffer’ of Salvation?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £1.50

_____________________________________________________________________

Letter Received fr om a Fr iend in Dorset
I came on your websitefor thefirst time this afternoonand it wasthroughreceivinga

copyof GeorgeMueller writing abooklet,‘TheSecondComingof Christ.’ I have read
his li fe story a longwhile agoand alsowritten a shortened versionof his lif e and have
learned much concerning his gift of faith exercised with his Homes for homeless
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children;but it wasnot till thismorningonreading it, I wasthrilled to learnof hisstand
for pre-millennialism. I was an a-millennialist for a number of years, ignorantly,and
evenserving our Lord for over fif ty years in evangelismandevangelismtraining and
threepastoratesbut it was probably lessthana year ago,throughGod’sProvidence, I
cameto the same positionof GeorgeMueller and yourselvesno doubt. Indeedyour
organisation also. Still preaching and teaching at 82, I now preach with passion
concerning the lasttimes especially in thepresentshockingclimateof Evangelicalism
declining in manyplacesandfalseprophetscomingin, asprophesied.SoI wasthrilled
to receive theGeorgeMueller Booklet, courtesyof RogerCarswell, whomI havemet
andprayedfor regularly. Our own pastor doesnot preach of the last timesbecausehe
saysit is controversial. So is thegospel! but we pray on for him to change.So, I have
placed anorder with youandalthoughmany of yourpresentwritersarestrangers to me
at themoment I intendto both listen to MP3sand haveorderedbooksand haveasked
for the three-monthly magazine. So I amlooking forward to doingbusinesswith you
andsharingyourbookletsaroundandMP3s. May Godcontinueto blessyourvaluable
work andministries. GraceandPeace Jim Allis.

(Editor’s note: The booklet mentioned – ‘The Second Comingof Christ’ by George
Muller – is obtainablefrom ourselves,price 20p).

_____________________________________________________________________

S.G.A.T. Meetings: Godwilling, meetingsof theSovereign GraceAdventTestimony
will bebeheld during 2020. TheapostlePeter said ‘Godhathspoken by themouthof
all His Holy Prophetssincethe world began.’ Consequently, for this yearit hasbeen
arranged that our meetingsshouldemphasisethe fact that ALL the prophetsspokeof
Christ’s Second Coming and the theme given is ‘By the Mouth of All His Holy
Prophets.’ We trustthat friendswill beinterested in this chosentheme,andwe would
like to see others cometo our meetings,which we expect to hold on the fourth Friday
of eachmonthexceptAugustandDecember.TheSpringConference is in April andthe
Autumn Conference in September, when we have afternoon meetings at 4.pm. in
addition to theusualeveningmeetings.All eveningmeetingsareat 7.pm. Detailsof
themeetings for this Quarter aregivenon theback pagebut so thatyou can insertthe
datesfor theremainderof themeetingsin yourdiary andarrangeto bepresent, wegive
particulars which areasfollows:

July 24................TheTestimonyof Isaiah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ian Shaw
September 25 (Aft)......TheTestimonyof Daniel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stephen A Toms

(Even)....TheTestimonyof Jeremiah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Paul Toms
October 23.........TheTestimonyof Joel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David McMillanh
November 27.....TheTestimonyof Micah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Monteith

Correction: Thedateon our previousmagazine (Volume29, No. 13) wasincorrectly
given as 2019,whereas,of course,it shouldhavebeenJanuary-March,2020.
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