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‘Thetimes of refreshing shal come from the presenceof theLord; and He shall sendJesis
Christ, which before was preached unto you: Whom the heaven mug receie until the
timesof restiution of al things, which God hah spokenby the mout of all His holy
prophets sincethe world began.’ Acts 3:19-21.

[ You are wammly invited to meetingsarrangedy the \
Soveaeign Grace Advent Tegimony, to be held,Godwilling, at
NEW LIFE BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
44 SALUSBURY ROAD, LONDON, NW6 6NN
(nea QueensPak UndeagroundStation— BakerlooLine)

Theme for 2020— By the Mouth of ALL His Holy Prophets
Spring Conference - April 24th, 4pm and 7pm
AfternoonSubjeet: The Testimonyof Moses
EveningSubject: The Tedimony of David
Speker. Brian McClung

May 22nd, 7pm
Subpd: The Testimony of Nathan
Spe&er: JohnDouglas

June 26th, 7pm
Subgd: The Tesimony of Elijah
Speker. GordonDane

It ishopedthat eachmessgewill be recordedandfriends shouldbeableto listen
to and download message$rom our website. Application for casettesandbr
CDs should be mace to the secetay. Full lists of S.G.A.T recording and of

\publications can be found on our welsite (WWW.SGAT.ORG) or may tD
0

btained from the S.G A.T. secreary.

Representative in Australia: Mr Graeme McPhee, P O Box 346, Naracoorte, South
Australia,5271. (E-mail: graeme.mcphee@gmail.com). (Tel: 08 8762 2582; Mobile:
0421 028 040).

Representative in Canada: Mr Andrew Foster, 549 Johnson Crescent, Oliver, British
Columbia, VOH 1T5 (E-mail: atcfoster@gmail.com).

Representative in New Zealand: Miss E R Wilson, 27 Walshs Road, Ashburton, 7700

To our subscribers and friends: Please send subscriptions, gifts to Sustentation
Fund, for Bible circulation and orders for publications to the S.G.A.T. secretary, Mr
Stephen A Toms, 1 Donald Way, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 9JB. Cheques, etc. should
be made payable to ‘Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony.” In order to save postage,
receipts will be sent with the next issue of the magazine.

To those not residing in the United Kingdom: In view of the high charge for
exchanging foreign currency, it would be appreciated if, where possible, friends send
in sterling. Supporters in Australia, Canada, or New Zealand may send to their
respective representatives. Payments can be made over the S.G.A.T. web-site.

S.G.AT. Council: Peter Fleming, Martin Humphrey, Brian McClung, David
McMillan, Richard Monteith, Andrew P Toms, Paul Toms, Stephen A Toms.
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Where is Europe Heading?
Part 2 - Financially
By David McMillan

Oneof theman argumentsnadefor staying in the Europ@nUnionis commecialism.
This argument is madecontinudly, andit highlightsthe fact thatwhat mostpeopleare
con@medaboutis not Scripturd values, but moneyand markets. Sadly, we live in a
very materiali stic societyand mostpeoplearenotinfluencel by whatis rightbefare God
butwhat is financally profitable

In Zechaiiah 5:6 we aretold, ‘And | sad, Whatis it? And he said, This is anephah
thatgoeh forth. He saidmoreove, thisis ther resenblane throughall theeath.” This
is a very significant verseand it is found in a key propheticalpassagef Sciipture
beauseit revealsto us where Europeis headingfinancially. The prophethere draws
our attention to the Ephah; which is very interestingandinstructive. The Ephahwas the
largest measue for dry goodsand it remindsus of the marketplace. In the Bible the
Epha is the symbolof commerce finance and trade(Leviticus 19:36; Ezekiel 45:10;
andAmos8:5). It speaksof theonewho is the merchantand thetrader. Why is it used
her in this passagéy the prophetZechaiah? So asto stressthat the main focus,
chaacteristic andpriority of Europein thefuture will becommercialismandtrace. The
lessorhereis thatadayis fastcominguponus(if it is notalrealy here) whencommerce
will contol the nationsand esped@lly the naions of the propheticearth arownd the
Mediterranean Sea. We are also showntha the man centrein all that tradewill be
Babylon beausethe final verseof the chapterteachesthat the Ephahis going to be
cariied to ‘the landof Shinar’ (Zechaiah 5:11). Therefore, whenBabylonis rebuilt it
will bemmethefuture commaercial centre of the EuropeanConfedeacy of nations.

TradeAgreements

It is very enlightenngto leam from this passag¢hatthe Eurgpeannationswill notuse
the mitre or the sceptreor the swordasthe RomanEmpire did in the past;but they will
gan control of the naions throughthe Ephédn; in otherwords,throughtradeand trade
agreaments suchasthe U.K. is still to negotiatewith the EuropeanUnion. Todaythere
are more trade agreenentsthaneve andit does not matte with whom you makethe
agreament, or how the agreemat is made or how manylaws of God arebroken in the
cartying out of the agreenent. If it is donein the name of trade and it helpsthe
economy, then it is seento be goodfor the nation.

The Common Mar ket
It is important to noticethatthe tradeaboutwhich Zechariahis teachingus will have
agreatunity to it. In verse9 of the chapterhetells usto considerthe two womenwho
are carrying the Ephah;here are two groupsor two areasthat are flying and working
togeher. Think of the eastandthe westof the Mediteranean Sea;which were the two

o
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main divisionsin the old Roman Empire, (the Latin in the westandthe Greekin the
east) We leam herethatthoseregionsare going to cometogeher and havea united
purposeand a united projed in the rebuilding of Babylonfor tradeand commerce
The prophe alsosaysof the Ephahin verse6, ‘this is their resemblancehroughall the
earh.” The earth of which the prophé spokeis primaiily the Romanor the Propheic
earh and heis revealingto ustha in thatregion the standad of tradeis goingto bethe
sane for evayone. In fadt, you could describe it asa ‘commonmarket.” Thosetwo
words form one of the old namesof the EuropeanUnion andit is what we havein the
European Union today;and tha policy will be developednoreandmorein the future.

It is very significantin this contextto point out tha the Ephahwas meauredin
multiplesof ten. Ezekieltells usthatan Ephahcontainsthetenth partof anhomerand
alsotha ten bahsmakeup anhome (Ezekiel 45:11and14). It is importantto note that
an Epha anda bathwerethe samequantity (Ezekiel 45:11). So hereis a commercial
sydem that is clearly basedon a multiple of tens. How relevant thatis in the light of
wha is happ&ingin Europetoday. Consideifor amomentthedecimalsystemthatwas
introdueedin Britain by Europaninfluencein Febuary 1971. Think too of the metric
sygem of weights andmeasurenentsthatare now usedacrossEuropewhich all follow
the dedmal sysembasel on multiples of ten. Europeis seekingto control comnerce
and esteblish a commonmarke in the naions underits contol; asthe prophetsays,
‘their resamblanceis the same throughall theeath.’

In addition to this, remembe tha in Januay 2002 the Euro zonewas introduced
becausethey wanedall naionsin the EU to usethe samecurrengy, whichis presently
the casewith nineteenof the twenty eight memberstates. They alsowantall the EU
countiesto tradewith the sanerulesandthe sameprices. Thenon top of al that,they
wantal menber statesto haveemnomeswhich areon the samelevd; which is very
difficult for somecountriesto achieve.

Thesethingsare unfolding beforeour eyesand they reveal thatthe Europea Union
wantsto have suchcontrolover commercethat it intendsthe sametraderules to apply
throughoutthewhole of the Europea region.

Finandal Control s

TheBible dso reveds thatthereis a day comingwhen political powe's, especidly in
the European Union of naions, will place mgor controls upon the finances of its
citizensandtheirability to trade Thecentral governmenof thefuture Union of nations
will even go asfar ascontrolling the ability of peopleto buy and sell. In the Book of
the Revdation, the Apostle Johnspeakscleaty of this fearful time whenhe says, And
he cause¢h al, both smalland great, rich andpoor, freeandbond,to receivea markin
ther right hand, or in their foreheals: And thatno man might buy or sell, savehe tha
had the mark, or the nameof the beast,or the numberof his name (Revelation13:16-
17). Theseversesarerefering to the time of the Antichrist duringthe lastthree anda
haf years of this age,andin thosedays all who live in the EuropeanConfederag of
Nationswill notbeableto tradewithoutthe mark of thebeast. Thiswill betheultimate
control thatwill be placed uponthe finances of the people.

o
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The Mark of the Beast

A very interesing questionthatis oftenaskedin this contextis, whatis the markof the
beast? We suggestthat it could be a type of electronic chip. If you think of the
devdopmentin recentyeas of bankand credit cardsthatare calledchip andpin andthe
chip contans all your financid details. Also, all new passportshavea chip containing
theholder’spersonaldetails. It will soonbethecasetha all your personabndfinandal
detalswill beheld onachipwhichthen,for searity andto avoididentity theft, will be
implanied eitherin a person’shandor forehead. This, of course,is nothingnew. After
thetragedy of 9/11in the USA chipsweredevdoped and parents hadthemimplanted
in therr children sotha they would alwaysknow their locaion. Ther arealsonations
like Swedenthathavedevelopedchipsto replace the useof cashandfor peopleto use
in thar regular finandal transations. This new projectwaspublicisedin the news in
early 2018. Sowe expectsomethingf this natureto bedevelopedsothattheAntichrist
will place such acontrolontradethatyouwill notbeableto peform evenonepurchase
or sale withoutit.

How Will People Live?

Tha raises the relevant question, how will thosewho are alive and living in the
EuropenUnion atthattime beable to live andgetfood, if theydo nottakethe mark of
theBeast? We getsomehdp in answeringtha questionby thinking of thedroughttha
camre uponlsraelin the days of Elijah. The droughtthenlastedfor three and a half
yeas. Thestory is a picture of thefinal period of this age,thethreeanda hdf yearsof
the grea tribulation periodwhenthe Antichrist will exercisehis rule of terror (Ahabis
a picture of the Antichrist). During the droughtin Isra¢ Elijah was so huned and
perseaited by Ahabthat he had to go into hiding; andsotoo will the Christians in the
daysof theAntichrist. ThismeantthatElijah could notbuy or sellbuttheLord provided
for him in a miracubusway bothat Cheith andat Zarephah; andthe Lord will dothe
samefor His people who will bealive duringthat awful endtime peiiod.

We are told thatduringthe yearsof faminein Egyptmoneyfailed. Thatwasthe first
cashless socety and becausethey had no moneythey could not trade to buy food.
However, the Lord mettheir nealsandHe will do the samefor His peoplein the days
of the Antichrist.

Finandal Genius

Let me point out that one of the characteiistics of the Antichrist is thathe will bea
genius. In Daniel 8:23 the Antichrist is descibed as, ‘undeistandingdak senences.’
The meaning of thosewordsis, tha which baffles otherswill be simpleto him. The
Hebrew word thatis heretranslateddark sentenes’is the sameonethatis translaed
‘hard questons’ in 1 Kings 10:1; whete we are told of the Queenof Shévba coming to
Solomon to test his wisdomwith herhardquestions. It is also theword thatis usedfor
Samson’sriddle in Judge 14. The word indicaes that the Antichrist will hawe great
intelledud abiity. Keepin mind how he is descibed by Ezekiel, ‘Behold, thou art
wisa than Daniel; there is no secret thatthey can hide from thee’(Ezekiel28:3). His
genius will be one of his outstandingcharactetistics. His brilliant mind is what will

o
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attract others to him and one area in which that brilliance will standout will be
commerce TheAntichrist will be afinancid genius. Danielreveds this aspet of his
reign when he says,’And throughbhis policy alsohe shall causecraft to prosperin his
hard’ (Daniel 8:25). Antichrist will sort out the entire financial crisis in the nations
aroundtheMediterranea Sea. All commecewill beunderhis personalcontrol;noone
will be able to tradewithout his say so (Revdation 13:17). Greatricheswill be under
his control as we areplainly told by Daniel, ‘B ut he shallhavepoweroverthetreasures
of gold and of silver, andoverall the preciousthingsof Egypt’ (Daniel 11:43). He will
also havegreat persona wedth beauseDaniel makesmentionof his ‘palace’(Daniel
11:45). Heisonewhowill live like aking.

The redlity is that all the current events in Europeand all the financial turmoil in
European countiies, the great prominencegivento businesglealsandtradetalks,is all
prepaing theway for theemergaceof theAntichiist, be@useonething thathewill do
whenheariseswill beto take totd controlof and sortout the financesof the nations of
the European confederay of nations.

(In the next issueof Watchingand Waiting we intend to look at where Europeis
heading Mili tarily).

Redemption
By Thomas Houghton

This grea subject may be appro&hed in variousways. | propose the Lord helping
me, to approah it from the point of view of the Redemer. It will, however, be
impossibé to speakof the Redeemerwithout speakingof His redeemingwork. The
Redesmer of God's peopleis the Lord JesusChrist. Of Him it is written, ‘Il n whomwe
have redemption through His blood, even the forgivenessof sins’ (Colossias 1:14).

He isthe Divine Redeener of His People

His Divinity is fully setforth in the Epistleto the Colossias. He is ‘the imageof the
invisible God, the firstborn of every creatue (all creation)” ‘By (In) Him were all
things created.” ‘He is before all things, and by (in) Him all things consist(hold
togeher)’ (Colossiangl:15-17).

ThesepassajesteachHis eternal existenceandHis creaive and upholdingpower, and
thus ‘His eternal powea and Godhead’are ‘undestood by the things that are made’
(Romans1:20). Heis therforeour ‘greatGod andour SaviourJesusChrist,who gave
Himsdf for us,thatHe mightredeemusfrom all iniquity’ (Titus 2:13-14) Hencethe
atoning blood which He shedis cdled ‘the blood of God.” Fathful ministersare ‘to
feed the church of God, which He hath purchasedwith His own blood’ (Acts 20:28).
This gred fact givesinfinite value to His redeening work. BecaiseHe is Divine, He
wasqualfied to payaransonpricefor ‘a great multitudewhich nomancouldnumber.’

o
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He isthe Coverant Redeamer of His People

The price of redemptionis His predous blood, but the blood which He shedwasthe
blood of the newandetern& covenant. Justbefore He died He said, This is My blood
of the new testanent (covenant) which is shedfor many for the remissionof sins’
(Matthew 26:28). His blood is also called ‘the blood of the evelasting covenat’
(Hebrews 13:20) Evidently, then,there wasacovenat or arrangement madein eternity
for the redemption of God'’s peoplein the fullness of time. In aacordancewith this
covenant the Redeener was to shal His blood to secue forgiveness and etenal
redermption for His people. To this end He became the Surey of the new covenat
(Hebrews 7:22). Tha is, He becameresponsibleto secue al its blessingsby His
atoning death, for the membes of His mysticd body. On thegroundof His redemptve
work etemd life was promisedto Him for His peoplebefore the world began(Titus
1:2). Many talk loudly of human responsibility, but how seldomwe hearthe blessed
and conforting truth that the great Surety of the etenal covenanthasundetakenthe
regponsibilty to redeem, cdl, save and glorify all thosewhom the Fatherhah given
Him. It is astheresultof the etenal covenantthat God’s peope areeventudly savel.
He saves andcall sthem with anholy cdling notac@rdingto theirworksbut‘according
to His own pumposeand grae which was given us in Christ Jesusbeforethe world
bega’ (2 Timothy 1:9).

Heisthe Incarnate Redeemer of His People

In orde that He might pay the price of redemptionHe must needs becomeMan.
‘Forasmud then as the children are part&ers of flesh and blood, He also Himsdf
likewise took part of the same that through death He might destroyhim that hadthe
powe of death, thatis, the devil; and ddiver themwho throughfearof deathwereall
their lifeime subpectto bondaye ... In al thingsit behovel Him to be madelike unto
His brethren, that He might be a merciful andfaithful High Priestin thingspertaining
to God,to makereconcilidgion for the sinsof the people’(Hebrews2:14,15,17) Hence,
He beane flesh and dwelt amongus. ThoughHe wasrich, yet for the sakeof His
people He became poor,thattheythroughHis povertymight berich. ‘The Sonof man
cane ... to give His life aransomfor many’ (Matthew 20:28). He knew all aboutthe
soriows, the bondagethe wretchelnessthe ruin andthe peiil of His people,andwith
infinite conpassbn He came downto redeen them from the wrathto come

‘Plungedin agulf of darkdespaimve wretchedsinnes lay, withoutonecheerfulgleam
of hopeor spak of glimmering day. With pitying eyes the Prince of grae beheldour
hdplessgrief, He saw and— O amaing love! He cameto our relief. Down from the
shining seds abovewith joyful hasteHe fled, enteed the grave in mortal flesh and
dwdt among the deal. He spoiledthe powes of darknessthus and brake our iron
chains; Jesushah freed our captivesoulsfrom everlastingpains. Oh! For this love let
rocks and hills their lasting silence break, and all harmonious humantonguesthe
Saviour's praisesspek’ (IsaacWatts)

He isthe Anointed Redeener of His People
It is Christ, theanontedOneg who hath redeenedHis peoplefrom the curseof thelaw.

o
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Not with corruptible thingsas silver andgold, but ‘with the preciousblood of Christ’
were they redeened from their vain convesdion receivedby tradition from their
fathers (1 Peer 1:18-19). Having becomeincamate,God anointedHim with the Holy
Ghost,and thussetHim apart,appointed Him, andqudified Him for His work. He had
the right to redeembecaiseHe was Divinely appointedfor this work. The office of
Rede=mer apperainsonly to the Lord’s Anointed.

He is the Substitutionary and Definite Redeeme of His People

Hetook their placeand definitely andspecally diedfor them onthecross. It is those
who are ‘chosenin Him before the foundaton of theworld’ who are permittedto say,
‘I n whomwe haveredemptibn throughHis blood, the forgivenesof sins,accoding to
theriches of His grace’(Ephesias 1:4-7). He gaveHis life aransominstead of many
(seeGreek of Matthew 20:28)

He suffered in the room and in the place of His people. He waswoundedfor their
transgressionsandbruisedfor ther iniquities(lsaiah 53:5-6) ‘Christ hath redeemedis
(His peopk) from the curseof thelaw, being madea cursefor us’ (Galatians 3:13). He
sufferedfor sinsthe Justfor the unjustthatHe might bring themto God (1 Peter3:18).
It followsthattheredeemd arereally andcettainly ddiveredfrom the curseof thelaw.
OnthegroundthatHe diedinsteadof themHis people aretaughtto say,'Who shdl lay
anything to the chargeof God’s elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that
cordemmeh? It is Christ tha died’ (Romans8:33-34). In otherwords,if the Holy
Ghost has endled me to say ‘Christ died for my sins, then| canalsoadd, Thereis
thereforeno condemnatiorfor me’ (seealso Ephesians:25-27whereHis dedh for the
Church is specially emphaised).

‘If my dischargeThou has procued, andfredy in my room endurel the whole of
wrath Divine: paymentGod cannottwice denmand, first at my bleedingSurety’shand
andthenagan at mine’ (Augustusioplady)

He isthe Shepherd Redeemer of Hispeople

All the sheepwere givento Him by the Father. In referene@ to themHe says,’| lay
down My life for thesheep.” He knewwho they were for He says, | know My sheep,
and amknown of Mine.” Knowing themall by nameHe laid down His lif e definitely
and spedally for them. As theresult He saysof all of them,‘l give untothemeternal
life; and theyshal neverpeiish, neithershal any manpluckthemoutof My hand. My
Fathe, which gavethemMe, is greaterthanall; andno manis able to pluck themout
of My Father’'s hand.” He hasthusundertikenasthe Shepherdof His Father’sflock to
redeem call, preseve andglorify all whomtheFatherathgiven Him (seeJohn10:14-
16,27-29)

He isthe Priesly Redeeme of His People
Thehigh priestunderthe old covenant madean atonementor the chosa nation. He
bore their nameson his shouldes andon his heart. For themhe madean atonement
thattheymightbe cleanfrom all ther sins(seeleviticus16:30,34;Exodus28:9-12,21,
29; Hebrews 9:7,9). ‘But Christbeingcome anHigh Priestof goodthingsto come,by

o
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a greater and more perfect tabanade, not made with hands thatis to say, not of this
building; neither by the blood of goatsand calves, but by His own blood He entredin

onceintotheholy place,having obtainedetanal redanmptionfor us’ (Hebrews 9:11-12).
What shal we saythento thesethings? If we havetasted of the Lord’s redeeming
mercy shal we not say, ‘U nto Him thatloved us,andwashel usfrom our sinsin His

own blood, and hath madeus kings and priestsunto God and His Father;to Him be
glory and dominion for ever andeve. Amen’ (Revelation1:5-6)? Moreovae, if we are
assuedthatwe havebeenboughtwith the price of His preciousblood,shallwe not seek
to glorify God with our whole being, and live not unto ourselve, but unto Him who
diedfor usandroseagain (1 Corinthians6:20; 2 Corinthians5:15)?

Ye are Bought With a Price
(1 Corinthians 6:20)
By JoseptSwain

Gred wasthe priceto justice due
WhenJesuswould redeemHis bride;
Nothing but predousblood would do,
And tha mustflow from His own side

How gloriouswasthe work He wrought
While dweliing on this eathly globe,
Whenead gooddeal, andeach purethought,
Conspred to weaveour spotessrobe

Dressd in this robe,washel in His blood,
And ransoned from the power of hell,
We now havefree acessto God,

And justice likes the payment well .

ThusJesuswroughtour righteousness,
Our guilt sushined,our sorrows bore;
Secural our everlasting peae,

And triumphed o’er the sepents power.

And now in heavenHe livesto plead
Before His holy Faher’sthrone,
WhatHe has suffered in our stead,
And sendsus gifts and gracesdown.

o
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And soonwill this dea Saviour come,
In majesty and glory dressed,

And take His ransomd children home
To seds of everlastng rest

Mill enarians
By F JKirby

(We haveincludedin this issueof ‘Watching and Waiting’ a few articles from the
‘Christian’s Pathway,’a monthly magazinewhich waseditedby Mr F J Kirby, a pastor
at Ransgate He wrote this article whichis takenfrom the Christian’s Pathway,May,
1923. There wasa seriesof papeas printedat thattime andeachcontributorwas askel
to limit his treatise to 600 words!).

Mil lenatians do not composea sect,but exist in the professingChristianChurch and
areto befoundin all Evangédical denomnations,for it is generallyhdd thatatime will
come when for athousandyeass righteousneswill prevail overthis sin-staineceath,
and that there will be a ‘second coming’ of the Lord Jesus. Somebédieve that the
‘seacond coming’ will precde the millennium, and so are styled ‘Pre-millennidists.’
Others maintain thatit will notocaur till thethousad yearshaveexpired,and arecalled
‘Post-millennalists.’

Right down to the closeof the third, and perhapswell into the fourth century,Pre-
millennal views were univesally believed. A long sucession of early Christian
writers down to Lactantius in the fourth century taught pre-millennial views: but
Origen,in thethird century,oppose them. Probablyno early Christianwriter injured
the Churdh of Chiist morethanOrigendid. Fromhisfanciful allegorisinginterpreation
of theSaipturesarosea vitiatedmethodof commentingon thesacrel Word, andathick
mistfor ages pevadedthe Churd, suppotedandstrengthenefly hisabsud allegorical
manne of interpretation(ses Milner’s Church History, pagel65). Thefirst prominent
denier of Pre-millennialismfell into variousvery saiousermrors,into which we neel not
now enter, butit is well to remanbe the religious chaacterand doctrinal standingof
thosewho were the first professedlyChristian opposersof the universal belief in the
Church of Christthatthe semnd coming of the Lord would preedethe Millennium.

During the dark Mediaeval period,or Middle Ages, Pre-millennidism was not only
omitted from Chiistian teaching but was testfied aganst as a heresyby the Roman
Cathoic Church. After the Reformationit againcameinto noticeandwasoppose by
Socinus (oneof thefoundes of Socinianisn), who deniedthe Deity of JesusChristand
thedoctine of the Trinity.

It is worthy of note that a large number of thosewho formed the Westminster

o
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Assanbly werein sympathywith Pre-millennid views. Theseviewsseemnmo havesunk
in public esimation in this countrythroughthe extravaganges of a sec of enthusiasts
holding Pre-millennid views, who raisedan insurection and proclaimedthe ‘Fifth
Monarchy,” filling London with alarm. The mgority of this sectdied either by the
sword or on the saffold. The fact tha a numberof Premillenaians and Post-
millenaiians have not been,andare not soundin thefaith, cannotdiscounttruth.
Thegrand and important question is, Whatsadth the Scriptures? Yet it maybe helpful
to know wha leadingteachas of recognisedgrace expeience, and judgment in
previous geneationstaughtuponthe subje¢. While we, with the old PuritanFather
believethatthere is yet morelight to bre& forth from God’s Word, andwith William
Huntington,tha the neare the fulfilm ent the clearer will the vision be

Divine Prophecy— How ReadestThou?

By GeorgeH Fromow

(This article was written by the first secretary of the Sovereign Grace Advent
Testimony andis taken from ‘The Christan’s Pathway,’ January,1923).

You takethe Word of God as your sole,supremeandall-sufficientguideand rule of
faith; very well, thenthere follows the great principle that God hassaid exacty what
He means and meansexectly what He says, therefore be supremelyanxiousnot to
handle but be handledby the Divine Word.

Somre may chargeyou with ‘literalising the figurative languageof Divine podry.’
When langua@e is obviously figurative, or declared to be symbolic takeit thus, but
othewise receive it in its plain ordinary and commonusage or you will rejed the
wordswhich the Holy Ghostteachéh andsubstitutefictions, miscalledinterpretations.

Somespek of ‘Divine poetry,’inferring thatthere is podic exaggeation, or the use
of heightenedlanguageagiving an effect otherthan the usud usagethe wordsconvey.
We deny that thereis such‘poetry’ in Sciipture Profanepoetsmay embellishfactsin
unreality by colouring of expressionputwe fed it would beirreverentto attribute such
useof wordsto the Holy Spirit; Divine podry is the peffect rhythm of expressn and
symmetry of constuction, which intenselyandvividly conveys exad teaching.

Some say ‘Literalsing robsliving soulsof thefood provided for themby the Spirit of
God.” Can they produe any instance where the reading of the Saipturesin their
ordinay senserobsanyone?On the othe hand we can supplyabundat evidencethat
spiritudi zing the Word (often amountingto mysticising)detracts fromits force, blunts
the edge of replies to ‘higher criticism,” and robs the children of God of important
instuction, which is intendedto bring them into fellowship with the Father’swill and
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pumpose;ithemoreexactlytheacualwordsof inspiraion arefollowed, themoreclearly,
richly, andabundanthytheir deep spiritual teadingsare wroughtby the Holy Ghostin

the soulsof God'sliving people and the food providedfor themis by Him supplied
more blesselly.

Inasmud asthe‘Churchof theFirstbon’ entersinto thefullnessandfatnesof Israel’s
stock of spintual blessing,sheis warrantedto take all the food given in the prophetic
Scriptures of the Old Testament. All ther spiritualteachingmay be rightly applied to
thesants of today,while the primary force of theliteral predicions,re Israel,Zion, and
Jeruséem, will notbe ovellooked, modified,or denied. E.g.Isaiah 35:6. Somedo not
believe that this refers to the removal or amdioration of human,physial evil, we
angver this by referernceto Matthew 115, 15:30, 21:14,Acts 3:7-8,andmany similar
pasags in the New Testamentwhich showthatin the primary manifestation of the
Kingdomof God therewasa partial fulfillmert of thatandother predictions.

Why then, shout they questionther completerealisaion whenthe King returnsin
power andglory? Grarted thatthe physical curesandrelief wroughthad,andwill have
in future, asymbolcal reference to their spiritual counterpat; butthatonly emphasises
the point of their primary meaning.

Take anothe illustration — Isaiah 11:6-9. This presets no difficulty as showingthe
transfomation of theanimd creation. How it will bedoneor whatits effeds we cannot
tell, we justreceiveit aswritten. Our diffi culty would beto readthewordsin any but
their propa sense,not daringto exercise the presumptionof modifying the inspired
anrouncenents in any way whatever; at the sametime we canseein thema lovdy
picture of the transfomationsof Divine grace.

We write with the sinceredesireto promotethe interestsof truth, andto exerésethe
utmostchaity to thosewho differ.

Babylon
By JanesPayne

(This article was written by an early convener of the Sowereign Grace Adwent
Testmonyandis takenfrom ‘The Christian’s Pathway, March, 1924).

Much of the misappehensiorregading future eventsas predictedin Holy Scripture
appeas to me to arise from the assunption that the ‘Babylon’ of the Apocalypseis
somehing otherthanBabylon.

Now what internal evidenceis there that ‘B abylon’wasintende&l to mean Rome,or
anything othe thanits own name signifies? | can find none. Thereis, however
abundantinternal evidene that when the Lord speaks,in the Revelation,of Babylon,
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He meanswha He says.

Thedesciption of thedestrution of Babylongiven in Isaiah13, Jeemieh 50,51, and
Revdation 18 are sosimilar in languagethatit seens difficult to supposehattheydo
not refer to the sametime and to the sane event. The languageusedin eachcase
indicatestha the destrudion will be absolute ‘It shdl neve beinhabited;... neither
shall the Arabian pitch tent there; neithershall the shepheds make their fold there’
(Isaiah 13:20) ‘Her cities area desolation... aland wherin no mandwelleth, neither
doth any sonof manpasstherdy’ (Jeemiah51:43) In Revelation18 we find seven
timesthe expression‘no more at al,” indicating the complete overthrow of the city.
Theseprophedes have notyet hadtheir fulfilment.

In conduding hisfirst epistk, the apostlePetersays, The Chuchthatis at Babylon ...
saltethyou.’ Inthedaysof theapostles, therefore,Babylon, farfrom being‘everlasting
desolaions,'wasstill atown, wherein a Churchof Christwasestablished.

WhenBabylonwaswell pastits meridian glory, theprophetZechariah,in his prophecy
of the ephdn (Zechaiah 5), predicteal the re-establishmentof Babylon,in the land of
Shinar, asthehome andcentreof commercial greatness.This prophecyalsois yetto be
fulfil led, for since Babylon fell to Cyrusthe Pasian, it has neve beenthe leading
comnercial city of theworld. Thewomanof Babylon,whomZecdariahsawv hiddenin
the ephah,Johnhasdepicted(Revdation 17) enthrone uponthe Beast,aswitnessthe
nameuponhe forehead;Mystery (hidden or secré), Babylonthe Gred, the mather of
hatlots and abominations of the earth.” The Pgacyis one of the harlotsbrougtt forth
by her, andwhen herhouse-thecity of Babylon—is agan establishedsthemetopolis
of theworld, thenshewill gather thewholeevil broodof her householdo herself,and
the prophecies of I1sdah, Jaemiah,and Johnwill togethe havether fulfiiment in the
compkte and final overthrowof ‘the glory of kingdoms’(Isaiah 13:19).

The former conquestof Babylon havebeen premonitory fore-shadowmentsf this.
Isaah tells us (chaper 13:10)thatthe destruction of Babylonwill happenconcurently
with the signsin the heavens foretold by our Lord in Matthew 24 and elsevhere.
Compace alsolsaiah13:13with Hebravs 12:26.

There is alsomuch external evidence to showthat thefina overthrow of Babylonis
yet future, butspacedorbidsmeto enlage uponthis. It mustsufficeto saythatthe town
of Hillah, which travellers tell usis on the site of ancientBabylon,flourishes,andis
rapdly increasing inimportance. Many explorers have enteedtheruinsof Babylon,as
witnessthe exhbbits in the British Museum. But the Lord saysthatwhenBabylon falls
thelasttime no manshalldwell there, neithershdl any sonof manpassthereby.

According to the internationalagreenentMesopotania s to haveits independencen
afew yeas. Thiswill give oppotunity for Babylonagainto exalt herself. (Reades
will appredate that this article waswritten nearly 100 years ago and althoughthings
hawe changedthe truth of Saipture remainsunshalen.— Ed.)

o



913_W&W_Apr-June_20:- 21/1/20 10:44 Page 14 $

WATCHING AND WAITING 245

Developments of Antichrist

By GeorgeH Fromow
(This article is takenfrom ‘The Christian’s Pathway, October,1924).

The Definition: ‘The advesay of the Messiaha mostpestilent being,to appeajust
before the Messih’s advent, concening whom the Jews had conceiveddiverse
opinions,derivedpaittly from Daniel 11:36;7:25; 8:25'— Grimm's Greek Lexiconof the
New Testanment

The Desciption: John’sepistles mentionantichristfive times(1 John2:18-22;4:3;
2 John7) asareadyworking; a signof thelasttime; in the endof this age,to be more
fully menifested; his spirit is, to denythe Faherandthe Son, not confessinghatJesus
Christ is come in the flesh, or that He ‘is coming’ in the flesh. John refuted
Antichristianismby declaringthe Deity, Etemal Sonshp, andperfect, sinlesshumanity
of our Lord JesusChrist.

The Dawnings: Antichristian spirits attackel thefaithin theealy days of Christanity
so severely that most of the ‘Fathers’ were contaminated. In the fourth century
Constinine hasenedapostasyy making Pagaised Christianity a State Establishmat.

This pavel the path for the Papay, which systen becane more antichristianthan
anything previously. The authoiity of ‘Councils’ supersededhe authority of the
Scriptures and our Lord JesusChrist. Corruption rapidly permeatedall organised
Christendom acceleratinghe movement.

TheDivine Check: By thegrace of Godthe Great Reformation revivedthetestimony
of truth, throughthe circulation and expostion of the Bible, revealingthe Triune God
and Saviour, covenanttruth, andthe faith in Him which justifies. But what a relapse
hastakenplace since! Thespirit of Antichristhasenterel into the‘Reformed’Churches
sewenfold.

The Downgrade: Todaythereis falling awayin all quaters. While the Papag sets
the authority of tradition abovethe Scriptures, Modernism and ReligiousRationalism
denies theinspiration andinerrancythereof, exaltinghumanreasonasthe authoritative
voice of truth. An uninspired, fallible revelaion could be no basisfor faith; and a
merely human, fallible, ignorant Christ,a Christ of lessthantranscendet Deity, would
be entirely unreliable. A fallible Bible would mean all this — the Christ Who
authenticated it, Himselffallible! This supehumanauthoritybeingdismisse, all that
remains is the choice between a human‘Church’ and the human‘Mind!” Modern
downgrade teaching directly attacks God, His Christ and His Truth; in fact, it is
Antichristianity.

Developments to Date: ProfessingChristiansareassodting togetherapat fromany
basis of truth, evenjoining Romanists, Unitarians, Jewsand Infidels, in increaing
numbes of leaguesalliances, fellowships, brothehoods, unions, federations, etc.,
where truth is denied,travestied,or slighted. They tell us that the crying needof
humanity and the awful stae of the nationscallsfor the concertedactionof ‘all menof
goodwill’ for evely humane cause eventhoughtruth lacks eminence. Suchis natural
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reasonig, but Scripturd Truth mustwith all Christians standbefore any aim, however
lauddle, for thealleviationof human misey, or preventionof bloodshedy ‘Universal
Pea®’ propaganda.

The Dragon’s Masterpiece: All thisis prepaing the way of ‘The Beast,’of whom
weread,' The Dragongave him his powerandhis seat,and grea authorit’ (Rewelation
13:2). Thisthe persona Antichrist, ‘the Man of Sin’ (2 Thessénians2:3), ‘the Little
Hom’ (Daniel 7 and8) shallleadthe apostée nationsagainstthe Lamb,but‘ TheLamb
shall overcome them (Revdation 17:13-14). Believers shouldtake a definite stand
aganst all false teaching;have no complicity with it; refuseto supportits adwocates;
andsed fellowship only with thosewho sesk to walk in the light of prophetictruth,
andwho are loyal to the Bible and to our Lord.

S.G.A.T. Publications

Amongthepublicaionsavalable fromthe Soveeign Grace AdventTestimonywhich
we would heatily recommaend, are thefollowing:

By ThomasHoughton (18580-1951)

Bewae of FaAseProphds. . ... . i 15p
TheFath and TheHopeof theFuture. . ........ .. .. .. ... . .. ... £5.00
By GeorgeH Fromow (1888-1974)

ChristandAntichristContrasted .. ... 20p
New TestimentMillennial Teading ..............c .. I0p
Teaches of the Faith andthe Future—Hardbak. . ....................... £5.50

Papeback............. ... ... ... £3.50

By James Payne(1892-1982)

The Christian, The Word of GodandFreemasonry. ...................... £2.75
Messidn's KingdomComingonEarth. ............. ... ... ... ... ... ...... 40p
The Mill ennial Tenple of Ezekiel'sProphecy . .......... ... ..o it 40p
TheSdenceof Prayer. . ... £4.25
‘Sovereign Grace’and ‘ArminianismRefuted’ . . ........ ... ... o 40p
What is This ‘FreeOffer’ of Sdvation?.............. ... ... ...t £1.50

L etter Recaved from a Friend in Dorset

| came on your websitefor thefirst time this afternoonand it wasthroughreceivinga
copy of GeorgeMueéller writing abooklet,' The SecondComingof Christ.’” | haweread
his life story alongwhile agoand alsowritten a shortend versionof his lif e and have
leaned much concening his gift of faith execised with his Homesfor homeless
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children;butit wasnottill thismorningonreadng it, | wasthrilled to learnof his stand
for premillennialism. | was ana-millennialist for a numbe of yeas, ignorantly,and
evensewing our Lord for over fifty yeas in evangelismand evangelismtraining and
threepastoratesbut it was probaly lessthana yea ago,throughGod’s Providene, |

cameto the same position of George Mueller and yourselvesno doubt. Indeedyour
organsaton also. Still preaching and teading at 82, | now preah with passion
conarning thelasttimes especidly in the presentshockingclimate of Evangéicalism
decliningin many places andfalseprophetscomingin, asprophesied.Sol wasthrilled

to receive the GeorgeMueller Booklet, courtesyof RogerCarswdl, whom| havemet
andprayedfor regularly Our own pastor doesnot preach of thelasttimesbecauséde
saysit is contoversial. So is thegospd butwe pray onfor himto change.So, | have
placal anorde with you and althoughmany of your presentwritersarestranges to me
atthemoment! intendto bothlistento MP3sand haveordered booksand haveasked
for the three-monthly magaine Sol amlooking forward to doing businesawith you
andshaing your bookldas aroundand MP3s. May God continueto blessyour valuable
work andministries. GraceandPeace Jim Allis.

(Editor’s note The booKet mentioned — ‘ The Seond Comingof Christ’ by George
Muller —is obtainablefrom oursdves,price 20p).

S.G.A.T. Meetings: Godwilling, meetingsof the Soverégn Grace AdventTestimony
will bebe hdd during 2020. The apostlePeter sdd ‘ God hathspoken by the mouthof

all His Holy Prophetssincethe world began.” Consejuentl, for this yearit hasbeen
arrangel that our meetingsshouldemphasisehe fact tha AL L the prophetsspokeof

Christs Secord Coming and the theme given is ‘By the Mouth of All His Holy

Prophets.” We trustthat friendswill beinterested in this chosentheme,andwe would

like to see others cometo our meetings,which we expedt to hold on the fourth Friday
of each monthexceptAugustand December. The SpringConferene is in April andthe
Autumn Conferencein September when we have afternoon medings at 4.pm. in

addition to the usualeveningmeetings.All eveningmeetingsareat 7.pm. Details of

the meetings for this Quater aregiven on the back pagebut sothatyou can insertthe
datesfor theremainderof themedingsin your diary and arrangeto be preset, we give
paticulars which areasfollows:

July 24..............TheTestimonyof Isaiah ........................... lan Shaw
Septenbea 25 (Aft)......TheTestimonyof Daniel................. Stephe A Toms
(Even)...TheTestimonyof Jeremiah. .................. Paul Toms
Octobe 23........ TheTestimonyofJoel...................... David McMillanh
Novembe 27....TheTestimonyof Micah . ................... Richard Monteith

Correction: Thedateon our previousmagazne (Volume 29, No. 13) wasincorrectly
given as 2019,whereaspf course, it shouldhavebeen Januay-March,2020.
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