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TheMelchizedek Priesthood
(Hebrews7)

By JohnDouglas

(This is thesubstanceof a sermonpreachedat themonthlymeetingof theSovereign
GraceAdventTestimonyheldon 24thMay, 2019. Themessagewasrecordedand can
bedownloadedfromtheSGATwebsite. In thisarticle, thename‘Melchizedek’hasbeen
speltasgiven in theOld Testament).

We havea truly wonderful subjecton which to meditate. Let us readfrom Hebrews
7:1-4. ‘For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met
Abrahamreturning from the slaughterof the kings, and blessedhim; to whomalso
Abrahamgavea tenthpart of all.’ PerhapsI shouldjustmention thatwecall thattenth
part ‘a tithe.’ Abraham has setthechild of God theexamplehere. He provedGodby
giving to Him the tithe. The passagecontinues in verse 2 by speakingabout
Melchizedek, and saying, ‘First being by interpretation King of Righteousness,and
after that alsoKing of Salem,which is, King of Peace; without father, without mother,
without descent, having neitherbeginningof days, nor endof life; but madelike unto
theSonof God; abideth a priest continually. Now considerhowgreat this manwas,
unto whomeven thepatriarch Abrahamgave thetenthof thespoils.’
My heart warms to this subject. I am to speak aboutMelchizedek.As you seehere,

he is theking of righteousness;he is theking of peace;and heis thepriestof theMost
HighGod.
There is a highprobability thatMelchizedek, who first appearsin theGenesis history,

wouldscarcely benoticed atall byGod’speopleexcept for thefurthermentionGodhas
been pleased to givehim in theBookof Psalmsandin theEpistle to theHebrews. Even
nowthereisstill acasefor sayingthatMelchizedekhasnotcomein for adequatestudied
attention on thepart of many believersandsomehere might freely agree that in their
years of attendanceat thehouseof Godtheyhave heard little abouthim. He hasbeen
effectively passedoverby largenumbersof Christian people.

TheMysteriousFigure of Old
I supposethat is becausethere is a kind of mystery abouthim. Melchizedekappears

sosuddenly in theGenesisrecordand then, when his dealingswith Abrahamended,he
disappears from view, just as suddenlyandjust asmysteriously ashecame;andhe is
never heard of againuntil a thousandyears laterwhenDavidcomposedhispsalms;and
thenonly in oneverse. Anotherthousandyears rolled by (my datesare given in round
terms)before theapostlePaul raisesthesubject ashedoeshere in Hebrews. So,weare
introduced in Hebrews7 to ‘this Melchizedek.’
Look at thestart of verse1, ‘ThisMelchizedek.’ Melchizedek is a realperson.He is

not anapparition. Hedoesnot appearin avisionor in adream. He is amanof highest
eminence. He is the only persondescribed in Scripture in terms of these three titles,
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‘The King of Righteousness;’ ‘the King of Peace;’ ‘ thePriestof theMostHigh God.’
Sowethink then,whenwetalk aboutMelchizedek,of threepartsof theBible. Firstly,
there is thebrief introduction that we haveto him in Genesis14, where Melchizedek
stands in contrast to Abraham. Then we shift our attention to thePsalm 110, which
bringsto ourview theheavenlymajestyof Christ; andthisPsalm110raisesoursubject
to a new level for our Lord JesusChrist is seen there long beforeHe cameinto the
world, He is seenthere enthronedin majesty on high. Lastly when we come to
Hebrews there is His prominence in the glory – ‘a priest for ever after the order of
Melchizedek.’
There are threechapters in Hebrewswhich mention Melchizedek, chapters5,6 and
7. There Melchizedekis mentionedby name nine times. We haveto keep all these
Scripture portions in mind as best we can. Let me put it this way, in Genesis,
Melchizedek is viewedin relation to the past; in Hebrews, our Lord JesusHimself is
presented in relation to the present hour ; while in the Psalms, we move from the
presentinto the future, andwhatagloriousfutureis foreseentherein Psalm 110! The
words of the Psalm in relation to Christ are quotedwith such effect in the New
Testament by our Saviourin the gospels, andby the apostlesin the rest of the New
Testament.
We have interesting words in chapter 5:11 where the apostlestatedconcerning

Melchizedekthathehas‘manythingsto say’abouthim, eventhough,aswehavebeen
pointing out, quite a lot of Christianpeople would have to say by way of personal
witnessthattheyhaveheardlittle abouthim. Christiansthen,in recenttimes,mayhave
li ttle to say of Melchizedek,but Paul took a different line whenhe saidhehad many
thingsto say aboutMelchizedek, and someof them‘hard to beuttered.’ I takethat to
beareferenceto interpretation,with someaspectsof this teachingdiff icult to getahold
of, even forGod’s people. It standsto reasonthatmanyof thesethingswhichwereupon
themindof theapostleareput beforeusin theEpistleto theHebrews. It maybethere
aresome of thosethings hard to beuttered,hard to beunderstood,which areyet to be
discerned.

I want particularly to give attention to Hebrews 7:4. This is a reference to
Melchizedek. ‘Now considerhowgreat this man was,untowhomeventhepatriarch
Abrahamgavethe tenthof thespoils.’ TheLord hasgivenuscounselin this studyto
give consideration to amanfrom ancient time.

Consider How Great This ManWas
Let usbegin with thatword ‘consider.’Whatdoesit suggest to you? Or to changethe
question, How is theword translated ‘consider’ usedin otherpartsof Scripture?
It will bevery helpful to seewhat lies in thebackgroundto thisword ‘consider.’
(i) Let us turn to Mat thew 27:55 and look for a word which in Hebrews 7:4 is

translated ‘consider.’ It hasto do with seeing clearly, and the evangelisttakesus to
Mount Calvary. Theversespeaksof thewomenwho followed theLord fromGalilee,
and theScripturesaysthat here at thecross,‘manywomenweretherebeholdingafar
off, which followed Jesusfrom Galilee, ministering unto Him.’ Thesegrief-stricken
womencameasnearto thecrossas theycouldbut all thetime their eyeswere fastened
on theMan of Calvary. Wemaybesurethat, evenif in comparisonwith others,they
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wereafaroff physically, yet they wereasnear to theLord thenastheycouldbe. Think
of thescene. Theycouldnot take their eyesoff Him, no,not for amoment.Theycould
not think of anythingelseor anyoneelse. Their wholemind, theirwholebeing is taken
upwith theChrist of thecross.
Wehavenotmanagedto give anything like theattention to Melchizedekwhich those

women gave to the Saviourand yet we haveto takesomething on board out of this.
When thosewomengazed uponthecross,settheir eyesuponChrist,that wasa look of
recognition; thatwas a look of fascination; thatwas a look which engaged their whole
being so their heart and soul was put into their look that day as they stoodnear to
Calvary. That is howweshouldthink of thisword ‘consider,’ evenif wedonotmatch
in attention thekindof approachthosewomenhad. Weareto cometo thisportion with
closeattention soasto have our heart andsoulabsorbedby what we see of him. This
is thefirst time theword appears in theNew Testament.
(ii ) This word appearsagain in Matthew 28:1. This time the two Maryswere on

theway to see the sepulchre. They did not approach the tombwith light-heartedness
nor did theycomecasually,but theywentto seetheplacewheretheythoughttheLord
was entombed. Theyhad not grasped thegreattruth of the resurrection. We read,‘ In
theendof thesabbath,asit beganto dawntowardthefirst dayof theweek,cameMary
Magdaleneandtheother Mary to see thesepulchre.’ Justthink aboutthatbecausewe
have there the sameword which is used in Hebrews. When they approached the
sepulchre in that hourof darknessin theearly morning, theywantedto look upon the
place. It wasa lookof recognition,a look of fascination thattook their wholeheart and
being. Thesecondtime theword appears,it hasto dowith Calvary. It hasto dowith
seeing Christ.
(ii i) Some other references. Another time theword appears (not the third time), is
John 20, and it is in the samecontext as it is used in Matthew’s gospel, namely of
Calvary andtheresurrection.It is theword translated‘consider’in Hebrews.It is a fair
question to ask,howarewe to considerhim? Whatdoes ‘consider’suggestto us? We
aretrying to fil l in thepicture. In John20, theword occurs in verse6, in verse12 and
verse 14. In verse6, ‘Then comethSimonPeter following him (following Johnthe
beloved apostle),andwentinto thesepulchre, andseeth.’ That is theword. He seeth
the linenclotheslying there. How did he consider them? He recognizedthem for a
start. That was the look of recognition. Theremusthavebeen a degreeof fascination
there when hebeheld the linen clothes. His very being,his wholeheart and soul was
movedby what hesaw. It comesover very vividly.
Again, in theverse12,wereadof Mary’s experience. Verse11 tellsushowshe‘ stood
without at the sepulchre weeping.’ Sheknew the tombwasempty, ‘and as she wept,
shestooped down, andlookedinto thesepulchre, andseeth twoangels.’ Thereit is, the
word ‘seeth.’ Thepicturethat met her gazewas‘two angelsin whitesitting, theoneat
thehead,andtheother at thefeet,wherethebodyof Jesushadlain.’ Howmoving this
experiencewasfor her whenshestooped downandlooked into thesepulchre,andsaw
the place where the sacred head lay, the place there for His feet; and the tomb was
empty; but thereweretwo angels,oneat theheadandonewherethefeetof Christ had
been placed. How did shelook atwhatshesaw?Certainly it wasa look of recognition
in this case. Certainly shewas fascinated by what shesawand without a doubther
wholeheart andsoulwastakenupwith what shesaw. Then in verse14,sheturnedback
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in thegardenandsawJesusstanding,and knew not that it wastheSaviour.
Soit is interesting to follow up thiswordwhich is translated‘consider’ in Hebrews7.
‘Consider howgreatthismanwas.’ It isa fair question to ask,How arewe to consider
him? With whatardour, with what stirringsof heartarewe to considerhim? This is
thechapter thenwewant to think about.
I could go on il lustrating the word lying behind the translation here,‘consider.’ It

would bea subject in itself. There is often a degreeof intensityin theoccurrenceof
thisword.
I will give you a few morereferences– Mark 3:11, which happens to be the third

instance where theword occurs. This versetells usof thedemonsfalling downwith
loudcrieswhentheysaw theLord. Wasthat not a look of recognition?Wasthatnot a
look of fascination? Wasthat not a look which stirredtheir wholebeing? Yes,it was.
They gaveattention to Him.

StephenSawtheLord at theTimeof His Death
OrActs7:56; this is remarkable. Thedeathof Stephen, abeloved servantof theLord
who suffered a cruel deathand yet there,in the horror of it all, hewas ableto lift his
head,look up to theheavens,andcry ‘I seeJesus.’ That is thesameword– Stephenin
his death saw Jesusrisen, exalted, glorif ied. You mayobserve theclosenessbetween
thatconcentratedgazeandthesubject in Hebrews. It is mostmoving.
I cannotleaveoutJohn17:24whereourLord saidin His prayerjustbeforeHeentered
Gethsemane, ‘Father,I will that they also,whomThouhastgivenMe,bewithMewhere
I am; that theymaybehold...’ There is theword. How areyou going to beholdthe
glory of Christ in heaven? Howwill yougazeinto His face? With whatattention,with
what stirring of heart will you seeHim then? RememberMoses’ great prayer, ‘I
beseech Thee, shewme Thy glory’ (Exodus 33:18), and God in a great measure
answered his prayer. Thesewordsfrom John17 arelike ananswerto Moses’ prayer
evenby extension, for this timewearenot downatMountSinaibut up in heavenwith
all thesaints;not justoneperson,butall thesaintswill havethiswonderfulprivilegeof
beholdingHim in His Glory, on thatThroneasstatedin Hebrews.Soit is relevant.
‘Consider how great this manwas.’ We say to ourselves,now what doesthis word

‘consider’ suggestto us? How is it used elsewhere? I trust theseword pictures from
theBible have broughthometo your heart what it meansto considerhim. Whenyou
read Hebrews 7:4, it would be possible just to rattle on through the versewithout
hesitating, without sensingthat you are standing on the thresholdof the Holy Place.
Now consider. Juststophere.
Behold him. Look at the glory of recognitionwith a holy fascinationandwith the

stirring of heart youwouldnaturally associatewith theexperience. Now consider how
great thismanwas.
Wewould haveto say,whenwe takeonboardtheseword picturesof theexperiences

of the disciples, that the thrill in our heart, as we studyMelchizedek, does not quite
match up to what theyhad. Nevertheless,we benefitbecausewe canseehere it is a
stepup to havetheexperience theyhadto lookuponChristasthey did, andwecansay
certainly, Lord, showusourSaviour, JesusChrist.
How shouldwe considerthegreatnessof thisman?
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First of Al l WeShould Consider HisTitles.
They are given there – ‘Melchizedek,King of Salem’ (verse1), and ‘fi rst beingby
interpretationKing of Righteousness,andafter that alsoKing of Salem, whichis,King
of Peace.’ Wehavethesenames interpreted by theHoly Spirit.
Biblenamesare important,particularly thosenameswhichare interpretedby theHoly
Spirit. To manya readerhowever themeaningis clearbut thenfor evidence,for back-
up, for confirmation there is the testimonyof theHoly Spirit Himself. Melchizedek,
how do we understand that name? I know the Holy Spirit has interpretedit here.
However, ‘Melchi’ is ‘my king.’ ‘Zedek’ is ‘righteousness(justifying righteousness).’
So you can see the pictureof Christ here– my King of Righteousness;andalso the
meaning is ‘my RighteousKing.’
Then,heis theKing of Salem. This time theHoly Spirit of Godhas linked theword

‘Salem’ with ‘Shalom.’ I daresay everybodyhereknows theword ‘Shalom.’ It means
‘peace.’ Sothereferencehereis to theKing of Peace. Heis thePriestof theMost High
God. Al l thesetitles indicate his greatness.
Furthermore, from verse2 you may get a little touchon the doctrineof the verbal

inspiration of Scripturebecauseweknow thatGodgavethewordsof theBible in their
original form. In Matthew5:18, Jesusspeaks, for example, of every ‘jot and tittle.’
Every word, every letterdown to the identifying part of the letter carriesthestampof
God. Andnot only thewordsand theletters in theoriginal Scripturesbut the order in
which thewords appear is alsoinspired. You pick that up in verse2, ‘ first being by
interpretation King of Righteousness.’You say,how do you get that? Well! just by
reading the sentenceasit is – Melchizedek, king of Salem. By Melchizedekwe can
understandKing of righteousnessandthen in dueorderfollowing onafter thattheKing
of Salem, King of peaceand theHoly Spirit of God draws to our attentioneven the
order in which thewordsoccur in theScriptures. This is ahighview of inspirationand
maybesomeof God’s children todayhaveto learn to look at the inspirationof Holy
Scripture in a newway so that theycankeeppacewith theapostleregardingthe faith
which we have in the written Word of God. We believe in the whole book – ALL
Scripture is given by inspirationof God. So, he is great. Considerhow greathe is,
giventhetitles hepossesses.
Then we can go on andsayhe is to be considered in his greatnessbecause,unlike
the Levit ical priests,his pr iesthood continues.
There is a testimony to this in verse3. He ‘abideth,’hecontinues,heremains;that is

thesenseof ‘abideth’here. He abidetha priest continually,all the time. Wewill see
moreof that a little later. In verse8, ‘it is witnessed that He liveth.’ Our great High
Priest is OneWho is alive on high, there is witnessof Him that He liveth, and He
abideth. Oh, what force thereis in thesewords! Thepriesthoodof Christ belongsto
His ministry on high. He entered into His priesthoodwhen He ascendedup into the
heavenlies having risenfrom thedead. We considerHis greatnessbecause,unlike the
Levitical priest, His priesthoodcontinues.

206 WATCHING AND WAITING

913_W&W_Oct-Dec_19:-  12/7/19  07:46  Page 7



Melchizedek BlessingAbraham
Again, wemay observethe distinction of this greatnesswhich he possesses.You

seehim superior to Abraham. Now this is a thing that takestheheart. If you look at
chapter 7, you seehow Melchizedek blessedAbraham. Verse 1 tells us he ‘met
Abrahamreturning from theslaughter of thekings,andblessedhim.’ Thenin verse6,
he ‘blessed him that hadthepromises.’Oncemore,verse7, ‘without all contradiction
the lessis blessedof thebetter.’ Three timesin thechapterthereis a testimonyto this
incident whereAbrahamwasblessed.
It is worthwhile thinking aboutthis becausethe informationin verse7 is statedto be
‘without all contradiction.’ I think this meansPaul expectedcontradictionbecause
maybeit wasahardpoint for someto takein, thatMelchizedekblessedAbrahamwhen
everyone would have expected that it would have been the other way round and
Abrahamwouldhaveblessed him. Perhapsevenmoreso,giventhefact thatAbraham
alongwith his companionshadjust returnedfrom awar. He hadtravelledlong, long
miles. Now, we may say, he would be weary,he would be worn. He was met by
Melchizedek, who refreshedhim with breadandwine, symbolsof redemption; and
Abraham, in thankfulness,couldhaveblessedtheonewho so refreshed him; but here
it is statedthat Melchizedekblessedhim.

TheEtymology of Blessing
Thatword ‘blessing’is interesting. We areback to word pictures again. In theOld

Testament, theword for blessinghasto do with bendingtheknee. Thereyou cansee
thesuppliant at theThroneof GraceseekingGod’sblessingandin orderto gain thebest
of theblessingsit is necessaryfor him to bendtheknee. It is onbended knee that you
obtain God’s best. Such is the picturehere, and we aretold thewhole tribe of Levi,
representatively of course, bowed the knee that day to Melchizedek; and this is an
astonishment to us.
It musthave hada powerful effect on thosewho were worshippingin the temple-

mount in Jerusalemat the time to receive amessagelike that,namelythewhole tribe
of Levi representatively bowed thekneethat day. They recognised in Melchizedeka
superior priesthood. You can see(verses8, 9 and10) theevidencethere of how this
representation took place, ‘as I maysosay,Levi also,who receivethtithes,paid tithes
in Abraham.’ SoLevi wasrepresented there that day and he is thepersonwho paid.
The message eventually concerns the failure of the Levitical priesthood,where the
imperfect priesthoodgivesway to theperfectpriesthoodof Christ. Rememberwe read
in chapter 7:19, ‘For thelawmadenothingperfect.’ Thiswould haveto betrueof the
whole Mosaic institution. The tabernacle, great as it was, was not perfect. The
priesthood,even thepriesthoodof Levi, wasnot perfect. Thesacrifices offeredwere
not perfect. Thosesacrifices never provided atonement.They neverwashed away a
stain of sin. Thosesacrifices, howeverwell intended,fell shortof perfection;andthe
worshippers were not perfect. All these things togetherhave brought into view the
statement, ‘the lawmadenothingperfect.’

WATCHING AND WAITING 207

913_W&W_Oct-Dec_19:-  12/7/19  07:46  Page 8



Greatnessin Perfection and Perpetuity
Themessagehasto be,thereis simply no salvation thatway. Wecannotbesavedby

goodworks. We cannotbesavedby keepingthe law because, asit was in thedaysof
Moses, soeven in our time the law makes nothing perfect, andfor oneto beaccepted
theremustbeperfection. Thatis why weneed Christ asourHigh Priest. Perfectionis
foundinHimalone. Heis theperfect Saviour. Wehave in Him aperfectsalvation.We
haveaperfect hope.Anythingelseby way of religion falls short of perfectionandit is
important for theChristian to see that.
The pri esthood of Melchizedek was established by an oath and that gives it its
perpetuity, withoutfail. Attentionmustbegivento Hebrews7:20-21,with its noteof
divine certainty. This is a priesthoodestablished by theoath of GodHimself,making
it irrevocably, eternally secure, since it will abide for ever.’ God has said, ‘Thou art a
Priestfor ever...’

Is ThereNot Something Else?
Thosetithes broughtrepresentatively by Levi, from whom did thosetithes come?

Look at verse5, ‘Verily theythat are of thesonsof Levi, who receivetheoffice of the
priesthood,havea commandmentto taketithesof thepeopleaccordingto thelaw, that
is, of their brethren.’ So the tithes came from the brethren. Who are thebrethren?
Theyweretherestof thetribes; thetribesof Reuben, Issachar, Naphtali,Judah,etc. All
thetribes,asyetunborn,wererepresentedthen becausetheypaid thetithesto Levi, and
Levi representatively paid the tithes to Melchizedek that day. So all Israel then is
representedhere.
Consider how great this man is from the blessingwhich comesthrough him. You
cansayall thesaints, all who are in Abrahamrepresentatively, in theNewTestament,
peoplelike Peter, JamesandJohn,and others are also representativelyidentifiedhere.
This is precisely why Abrahamis called the ‘patriarch’ in verse4, he representshis
wholefamily.
It wasMelchizedekwho blessedAbrahamand theScripture is saying this in verse7,
‘withoutall contradiction thelessis blessedof thebetter,’ and in theotherversestoo,
three times in all , this fact is emphasized. Soif thetithewasgivenrepresentatively by
all thebrethren, with Levi to thefore, thenthe blessingwhich cameto Abraham was
alsogiven to him representatively andthat blessingpassedon to the rest. Thuswe
cansay weare blessedin Him. Weareblessedin Christ.

TheBlessing of an UnchangeablePriesthood
It is a precious study and one has to say the priesthoodof Melchizedek is an

unchangeable priesthood,becausethe priests in the daysof Moses,and those who
followed in that long line of priestscomingright downto thebirth of Christ,all passed
away. Each onesuffered infirmity and eventually, in the courseof time, hegrewold
and died. Somebodyelsecamein to take the office of the priest, to take his place.
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Sometimesa lessthangoodmanwas replacedby anexcellentman. Sometimesit was
theother way round;but theyall showed theimperfectionof thepriesthood.
ThatLevitical priesthoodonly pictured thegreat priesthoodto come,thatof our Lord

JesusChrist, but in thepriesthoodof Melchizedek there is nochangeandtherealsowe
seethelivingChrist, the living Saviour.

Chr ist Seen in Psalm 110
Psalm 110 seemsworth our attentionparticularly becausetheHoly Spirit of Godhas

taken us in the investigation of the priesthoodof Melchizedek to this psalm. ‘The
LORD(Jehovah)saiduntomyLord (David’sLord,Adonai),SitThouatMy right hand,
until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool.’ Rightly understoodtheseare powerful
words. Theyshowus thatDavid’s Lord is Christ. In theNewTestamentthesewords
are taken up in theGospels,alsoin Acts, thenin theEpistles.
Now, in the studiesthis year special attention hasbeen given to the Epistle to the

Hebrews andthatepistle is like anexposition of Psalm110:1. Ponderthe first words
of this psalm becauseyou haveChrist there. Somebrothermayregardhimselfasnot
much of a studentbut surelyif hecan seeChrist in thepropheticScriptures,aswe do
here in this psalm, our eyesare upon Him. Rememberthat look of recognition.
Remember that fascination. Remember looking at Him so that heartand soul canbe
stirred.
‘TheLORDsaiduntomyLord, SitThouat My right hand.’ This is like anepitomeof

thewholeEpistle to theHebrewsput into itsbriefestform, for in Hebrewsin placeafter
place we see Christ risen, exalted,and in the glory. That is the whole emphasisin
Hebrews (which links in the chain elsewhere in the epistles). Have you missedit?
Haveyou read Hebrewsright throughfrom beginningto end? Haveyou lookedfor
picturesof Christ there,therisenSaviour,ourgreatHighPriest,thepriestafter theorder
of Melchizedek?

A Recurr ing Theme in Hebrews
Turn to chapter 1:3, remember what wesaid thatthewholeEpistleto theHebrews is

like an exposition of Psalm 110:1. Allow meto readthe latterpart of theversewhere
our Saviour is seen‘upholding all thingsby theword of His power,whenHe had by
Himself purged our sins,satdownon therighthandof theMajestyonhigh.’ Doesthat
not cometo youasa reflection of Psalm110, thesitting downonGod’s right hand?
Then look further at chapter 1:13, ‘To which of theangels?’ Christ is not a mere

angel. We do not teachtheobnoxiousdoctrine of the so-called Jehovah’sWitnesses.
TheLord JesusChrist is theDivine Son. ‘To whichof theangelssaidHeat anytime,
Sit on My right hand,until I make Thineenemies Thy footstool?’ That is the second
verse in this sequence,teachingChrist is risen. Our SaviourChrist is risen,exalted,
glorif ied. It is right to say then that theEpistle to theHebrewsin its emphasis- the
driving force of this imposingletter - is to seewhereChrist is NOW.
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Next, chapter 8:1. At this point we are gettingcloseto wherewe havebeen today.
‘Nowof thethingswhichwehavespoken this is thesum: Wehave(noticethosewords,
‘wehave’) suchanHighPriest,Whois setontheright handof thethroneof theMajesty
in the heavens,’ Can we go throughHebrewsandnot seethe advantageof havinga
perfect Saviour,a perfect hope?SeewhereHe is now, this instant.
Chapter 10:12. We cannot leave this out, dealing with the Blood atonement,the

cardinalmessageof thegospel, thesacrificial offering of Christ, theSaviourWhodied
onceand for all for our sins. ‘But this Man, after He hadoffered onesacrifice (the
high priest in Judaismwas offering onesacrifice after another that could never take
away sin) for sins for ever (this sacrifice of Christ neededno repetition),satdownon
theright handof God.’
Then, Hebrews12:2, ‘Looking (that is not thesameword translated‘consider,’ but it

is an equivalent) untoJesustheAuthorandFinisher of our faith; Whofor the joy that
wasset beforeHim enduredthecross,despisingtheshame,andis setdownat theright
handof thethroneof God.’ That is just like Psalm110. Doesthatnot stir your heart?
Does thatnot do your soulgood?

WeCan Say, our Lord isSeated Now
In all the Levitical ceremoniesthe high priestcould never sit down. His work was

never done. If you havestudied the tabernacle, even the furnishingsof the tabernacle
in detail, youwil l not have foundany evidence of there beinga seatthere. It doesnot
exist. No seat is providedbecausethework of thehighpriestwasneverdone. But here,
in Christ, we are looking at the finished work. That is the joy of tying in these
Scriptures together– Hebrewswith thePsalms.Thepsalmistwrotea long timebefore
our Saviour was born at Bethlehem. It is a tremendousthing and it would take a
separate dayto go intoPsalm110but I think we canjust get thebonesof it here. You
will see that wehaveagloriousday still futurewhentheKing will come– that great
and glorious day of the Lor d’s return. It hastenson andyou will understand from
verse1 that it will bea day of gloriousvictory which will bepublicly demonstrated,
when God will make the enemies of Christ His footstool. You wil l seethat David’s
Lord is identified asbeingChrist.

There are Two DaysMentioned in thePsalm110
They are theDayof His power(verse3) and theDayof His wrath(verse5). Theday
of His power is,of course,for believers;thedayof His wrath is for theenemies of the
cross. In thedayof His powerGod’speoplewill berichly blessed;andthen in theday
of His wrath (notice the solemn words in verse 5), He will ‘strike through kings,’
part icularly the ten kings of the Roman earth. Then, ‘He shall judgeamong the
heathen (or, theGentilenations),Heshall fill theplaceswith thedeadbodies;Heshall
woundtheheadsovermanycountries’(verse6). In theHebrewtext, theword ‘heads’
is in thesingular. He shall wound that person who is the headovermany countries
in theRomanearth, themanof sin.
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Wehave thesepicturesof ChristandI have tried to condensethem to go throughthem
quickly in Psalm 110. There in themiddle verse,that is verse4, we haveChrist,the
‘pr iest for ever after theorder of Melchizedek.’HehasHis rightful place, in themidst.
Westarted by sayingweshouldconsiderhowgreat thismanis and I tried to showyou
thesignificanceof thatword ‘consider;’ howevenin thefirst expressionsin thegospels
concerningChrist, theheart, thewholebeingwasmoved to seetheLordChrist. If their
heartsweremoved,certainlywewantour heartsto bemoved.

Chri st isOur Great High Priest in Glory
How canI sumup for you thepriesthoodof Christ? How precioustheword is! How

blessed we are to considerHim Who at this very instantis our GreatHigh Priestin
heavenly places. Justlet meput thesepointssuccinctly, speakingof thehighpriesthood
of our dear Saviour,Christ theLord:
1. Our GreatHigh Priest ever lives for usatGod’sright handonhigh,thatis to say,
He represents you andme; you can put your own name in there, you can think of
yourself as a person, you can say He is in heavennow for me and He lives
representatively for me. ‘He hasgraven my nameuponthepalmsof His hands’– the
handsHe li fts up in prayer, bearing thenail prints. That is wonderful.
2. Our Lor d JesusChrist, asour Great High Priest, makes intercessionfor usas

One Who is touchedby the feeling of our infirmities, and OneWho is fully able to
succourthemthataretempted. What aSaviourHe is! Hebrews2:18says,‘He is able
to succour them that are tempted.’
3. He grants to us immediate accessand immediateacceptancewith Godwhenwe
come to Him in prayer. He hasopenedup a new and living way. This is how the
Christian can praysothatwecancometo themercy-seatandfind graceto helpin time
of need.
4. He hasentered into the Holiest of all with His own Blood (Hebrews 9:24-26).

He is thereasourGreat High Priest. Whenwecometo theLord in prayer wecomeby
theGod-appointed,blood-sprinkledway to thethroneof grace.
5. Wecan seewhat it meansto haveaGreat High PriestWho is there all the time.
In theLevitical period, thehigh priestalonehadaccessto God. No oneelsehadthat
rightandeven thenthehighpriestcouldonly enterintoGod’simmediatepresenceonce
in theyear. How infinitely betteris thehigh priesthoodof Christ for we cancometo
Him at all times.
Can yourememberKingUzziah,whothoughtthathewouldenterintoGod’spresence
and that he hadno need of the high priestwho was therebeforehim? I supposehe
pushed him out of theway or almostgot to enteringinto God’spresence,in theholiest
of all. The priests tried to stop him but they could not; but God stoppedhim, to
demonstrate that thereis no way wherebyGod’s peopleof ancienttime could freely
come into His presence.But theLord JesusChristsufferingfor us,sufferingonceand
for all, hasshownusthat it is no longeronly oncein a year andit is no longerjust for
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thehigh priest. Everybodywho is saved by grace can comenow. We all have access
to theLord.
This is personal. My Great High Priest is with meall the time. He is with me for

ever. If I lie down to die someday out in the street no onewill haveto rushoff in
desperation looking for a priest for mebecauseI will be ableto sayI alreadyhavea
High Priest. Evenwhenwe are passingfrom this earthly scene into theglory, that is
thetimeHe is there. I will not haveto crossJordanalone. You canseethesuperiority
of thehigh priesthoodof Christ. He is ever living, ever true.
Do youknow theLord today?Canyousay becauseHe lives, I live also? If thereare

unconvertedpeoplehere today;perhapssitting under thesoundof God’sWord for the
fi rst time, Hebrews7:25tells usaboutthehigh priesthoodof Christ in theseterms,
6. ‘He is able alsoto save them to the uttermost.’ He is able to savetheguilty lost

sinner, that man,womanor child who penitently and trustingly comesto Him. He is
able to saveto the uttermost. He is able to saveall who ‘comeunto God by Him.’
Christ is suchaHigh Priest.
With thesewordsrightly seen,our heartswill fill with joy, andwewill saythat this is

themessageof thegospel. This is themessageof theEpistleto theHebrews – Christ
nowrisen, exalted,glorified. In Psalm110thevoiceof theFatheris saying to theSon,
Sit Thouat My right handbecausethework is done.
Now, weawait His coming again. May theLord blessHisWord today in yourheart

andeven for His Name’ssake. Amen.
_____________________________________________________________________

TheBook of Hebrews
By AdolphSaphir

(Continued frompage197)

Whoever is theauthor of this epistle, its valueand authorityremainthe same. ‘We
may compare it to a paintingof perfectbeauty,which hadbeenregarded asawork of
Raphael. If it shouldbeprovedthatit wasnotpaintedbyRaphael, wehave therebynot
losta classical pieceof art, but gained anothermaster of first rank’ (Thiersch). But let
usseehow far thesuppositionof thePauline authorshipmeets thecircumstances.
Theapostle Paul, according to his own testimony,which is abundantlyborneout by

his lifeandsufferings,cherished an affection for hisbrethrenwhich finds its equalonly
in the devotion of Moses,andwas surpassedonly by the Lord, from whom all love
descendsinto humanhearts. Thoughherejoiced in thecalling andfaith of theGentiles,
his heart was continually with Israel. It was no doubt a trial to him that Christian
Hebrews regardedhim with somethinglike suspicion. Much as hedesiredto confirm
andcomfort them, hecouldnotwrite to them asanapostle.Weseehowverymodestly
he justifies his writing an epistle to the Romans;in the sametone the authorof the
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epistle to theHebrewswrites,‘I beseech you,brethren, sufferthewordof exhortation.’
Hence it appearsnatural that the apostle Paul should sink his individuality and
apostleship as muchaspossible,and in harmonywith the key-notestruck in the first
verse, ‘Godspake,’be to theHebrews asthevoice of onespeaking truth and comfort
to themin their hourof need and trial. In theconcludingchapterit is difficult not to
recognisetheapostlePaul.A fewexpressions(asHebrews2:3)seemsuch,ascouldnot
havecome from his pen, and it is not unnatural to supposethat someTertius was
entrusted with more than the mere mechanical writing, with the formal and verbal
arrangement of theargument.
But when we think of the depthandbreadthof the epistle,whenwe rememberthe

wisdomgiven to theapostlePaul,whenwebear in mind that on this specialpoint, the
relationsbetweentheold and thenewcovenant,nonewassofitted andgifted to teach
the church ashe,we find it difficult to waver in our decision,especiallyassomany
collateral proofs seemto point to the sameresult. We have referredalreadyto the
testimonyof theapostlePeter (seeJuly,Watching andWaiting - Ed). We noticealso
theconcludingbenediction-markof all Paulineepistles. Neither theepistlesof Peter,
or John,or Jude,or James,concludewith words like these:Grace bewith you all (2
Thessalonians3:17). Thetradition of theChurchin theEast,wheretheEpistlewasfirst
received, is unanimousin asserting the authorshipof the apostlePaul. And thuswe
believe, that according to the word of the Lord Jesus,when He appeared unto this
chosen vessel, theapostle Paul, after testifying to theGentilesandto kings, lastof all
in this epistle unfolds to the children of Israel the glory of the Messiah and His
kingdom. However this may be, the epistleis in full and striking harmonywith all
Pauline teaching; it is in full harmonywith all otherportionsof theScripture; for it is
not theword of men,but written by inspirationof God.
It is an epistle thatentersdeeply into thetruth which is in Jesus.It offers strongmeat

to themthat are of full age; it goesonuntoperfection. Let usapproachthis portionof
the divine word with reverence, and with a deep senseof our dependence on the
teachingand influenceof theHoly Ghost. Our very weakness,andthepeculiar trial of
thepresent time,renderthisepistlemoresuitable to ourneed,andencourageusto hope
thatit will proveawordof exhortation to ourhearts,establishing themin faith andlove.
Above all, let us bear in mind that, as the true difficulty throughoutScriptureis our
unwill ingness to denyourselves andto takeup our cross,so this epistle,throughout,
bears theinscription, ‘OutsidetheCamp.’ Every stepof trueprogressis astep‘outside
thecamp’with Jesus,whowascrucified outsidethegate. If weknowthecrossof Jesus,
not merely as a doctrine, but a power of life, we possessthegoldenkey which opens
thetreasuriesof revelation.
Jesus,theSon of God,exaltedaboveall, infinitely high aboveus,andunspeakably

nearusin thepowerandsympathyof His High-priestlyintercession,is set beforeusin
thissolemnandheart-stirringepistle. To look constantlyandsteadfastly untoHim, and
with Him to beseparatedfrom theworld, waiting for theglory of His secondcoming;
behold, here is wisdomand thepatienceof thesaints.
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Habakkuk 3:2
A friendhasraiseda question aboutthis versein Habakkuk 3. It is a passagewhich

hasoften been quotedwhen preachershavewantedto talk about thesubjectof revival.
Theprophetsaid, ‘O LORD, reviveThy work in themidstof theyears.’
Thebooklet on this prophecyof Habakkuk entitled, ‘Faith is theVictory’ by the late

Mr Jack Barkey of theHebrew ChristianTestimony to Israel is considered to bevery
helpful. On this particular phrase, his commentsareasfollows:
‘The prophet’s prayerhere is not for ‘ revival,’ but for ‘survival.’ Themargincorrectly
renders theverb translatedin the text ‘revive’ by ‘preserve alive.’ This is a prayerfor
thefaithful remnantin thenation in amoment of great trial. Prophetically viewed,this
iscertainly aprayerfor thefaithful remnantof Israel duringtheGreatTribulation. This
remnant is the144,000seenby theapostleJohn,who are sealed for protection during
theTribulation (Revelation7:3-8; seealsoEzekiel 9:4). In Habakkuk’sday too there
wasathreat to thewholenation,andit lookedasthoughtherighteouswould perishwith
the wicked, and God’s work halted. The prophet clearly believedin God’s elective
purposefor Israel,that theyhad beenchosenas instrumentsfor thecarryingout of His
great plan of world-wideblessing(seeGenesis 12:3; 22:18;etc). If thewholenation
were to bedestroyedthentheplan would beinterrupted andGod’swork hindered. So
Israel waspreservedat thattimeandhascontinuedto bepreservedbecauseGod’s plan
hasyet to becompleted and Israel’s part in it hasnotbeen fully accomplished.So even
theGreat Tribulation, whenit comes,wil l not beableto exterminatethem. ‘Alas! for
thatdayisgreat, sothat noneis like it: it is even thetimeof Jacob’strouble;butheshall
be savedout of it’ (Jeremiah30:7). ‘Then shall begreat tribulation, such aswasnot
sincethebeginningof theworld to this time, no, nor ever shall be. And except those
daysshouldbeshortened, thereshouldno fleshbesaved:but for theelect’ssakethose
daysshall beshortened’(Matthew 24:21-22). ‘And it shallcometo pass,thatin all the
land,saith theLORD, two parts therein shall becut off anddie; but the third shall be
left therein. And I will bring the third part throughthe fire, and will refine themas
silver is refined, andwill try themas gold is tried: theyshall call onMy Name, andI
will hear them: I will say, It is My people:andtheyshall say, TheLORD is my God’
(Zechariah 13:8-9). When that day comes, many will pray Habakkuk’s prayer: ‘O
LORD, keep alive Thy work in themidstof theyears(i.e. theyearsof Tribulation), in
themidstof theyearsmakeknown.’ It is worthyof notethat in Isaiah45:11God calls
Israel ‘My sons... thework of My hands.’Habakkuk’s prayermightwell berendered:
‘O LORD, keepIsrael alive.’
‘There is a very realsensein whichwe need to pray Habakkuk’s prayertodayaswe

watch godlessandatheisticforcestaking overpower in largepartsof theworld. Have
we not seen in many countries the light of witness put out, or suppressed by
persecution? Do we not see godlessnesssweepingonwardsand threateningto engulf
thewholeworld? Well maywe pray, ‘O Lord, keepThy work alive.’ And with our
prayer for survival let uscoupleaprayer for revival,that thework thatis preservedmay
belivi ng, vital andenergisedby thepowerof theHoly Spirit.’
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Called Home
Mr DaveMacPhersonof theU.S.A. passedaway on7thNovember,2018,age85. His
calling was journalism and after receiving aB.A. in Englishin 1955,hespenttwenty-
six yearsasanewsmanreportingand filming manynotableevents,persons,presidents
anddignitaries. His fatherwasDr NormanS MacPhersonwho pastoredchurchesin
Otego,New York andLong Beach, California. Like his father, Mr DaveMacPherson
took a lot of interestin thestudyof theprophetic Scripturesandtravelledto Scotland
andEngland researchingthe subject. However, hemainly studiedthe Bible and felt
very strongly that the pre-tribulation, secret rapture teaching of J N Darby was not
Scriptural. Consequently, hewrotevarioushelpful booksandarticles on thesubject.

Mr John B Robinsonof theIslesof Scilly wascalled homeon22ndApril, 2019,age
77. Hewas amanwho loved God’sWord and diligently soughtto promoteit evenin
theremote part of theBritish Islesin which helived. Hehas beena faithful supporter
of theSovereign GraceAdventTestimonyandBible SpreadingUnion for manyyears.
_____________________________________________________________________

Subscri ption Forms: Whensending the last issueof the year, we usually includea
subscription form with themagazine. We know that manyof our readers havebusy
livesanddonot find it easytowrite letters,andtheformis accordingly included for the
useof such. Somefriendshavealready sent,but if this is thecase,theform can beused
at a later date. We would again expressour thanks to themany friendswho give so
generously to theLord’s work throughtheSovereignGraceAdventTestimony.

S.G.A.T. Meetings: Arrangementshavebeen made,Godwilling, for meetingsof the
Sovereign GraceAdvent Testimonyto be held in 2020. The apostlePetersaid ‘God
hath spoken by the mouth of all His Holy Prophets since the world began.’
Consequently, for this coming year it has been arranged that our meetingsshould
emphasise the fact thatALL the prophetsspokeof Christ’s SecondComing and the
themegiven is dueto be‘By theMouthof All His Holy Prophets.’Wetrustthatfriends
will be interested in this chosentheme, andwe would like to see others cometo our
meetings,which we expect to hold on the fourthFridayof each monthexceptAugust
and December. The Spring Conferenceis in April and the Autumn Conference in
September, whenwehaveafternoonmeetingsat 4.pm.in addition to theusualevening
meetings. Al l eveningmeetingsareat 7.pm. So that you caninsertthedates in your
diaryandarrangeto bepresent,wewouldmentionthatthesuggestedprogrammeis due
to beas follows:

January 24.....................TheTestimonyof Enoch. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IvanFoster
February 28...................TheTestimonyof Job. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philip Knowles
March 27.......................TheTestimonyof Jacob . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Martin Humphrey
April 24 (Af t)................TheTestimonyof Moses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brian McClung

(Even).............TheTestimonyof David . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brian McClung
May 22..........................TheTestimonyof Nathan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JohnDouglas
June26..........................TheTestimonyof Elijah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .GordonDane
July 24 ..........................TheTestimonyof Isaiah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ian Shaw
September 25 (Aft) .......TheTestimonyof Daniel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stephen A Toms

(Even) ....TheTestimonyof Jeremiah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Paul Toms
October 23....................TheTestimonyof Joel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . RichardMonteith
November 27................TheTestimonyof Micah. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . DavidMcMillan
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